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That Flouriſh'd within the firſt 
+ Three Hundred ears after 
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katy 0 1 * of the Ex- 
tant Writings of thoſe Ages. 
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A is in general to repre ent the - 
 oſtitutron,. Diſcipline, Unity and 

1 of the. Primitive C Ways that. t 
: Vd within the firſt Three Hundred : 
* The Chriſt., but more particularly aud 
da 20, dej cribe their Opinions and Pra- 
Gier, with reſpet? to. 7 94 things that are 
om uuhappil y controverted between thoſe of 
17 e who are commonly known 
Church of England-men, 
— Sg Independents and Anabap- 
vr which reaſon it cames to paſs, 8 
o thoſe. Joints, roncerning which there-is n 
difference. ien, 45, 1 have not ſhoes | 1770 
..\ largely A atherwiſe I might have done ; 
+ Cuſtars of 1 I have. not . 
40, becauſe, nom negle@ed. and di, 


„„ mme 


r 


8 2 
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1 41% > FE | The Preface. 5 

| 3 5 Ie T have written as to this Subjcs, r| 
baue wholly collected out of the Genuine and *% 
== 3 Authentick Writings of 1 9 { 

"| , that are nom extant, making uſe of | 
41 0 other Writings. whatſoever ; 12 — the i 
| © Beeleftaſtical Hiſtory of Euſebius, which was 

writ in an beginning of the Fourth 4 ge, and 
relates only thoſe Aﬀarrs that were ro aFed 
in the Hort Jorg, beyond the Period f, 
wich time this Enquiry doth not reach; but 
; wholly limited "> and confined theres 4 
' awnto. That which hath been thus collecked, 
ba been done, I hope, with the: greateſt Ie. = 
22 T3, and Fidelity, without any prepoſ® 
2 ion of Mind, or an fraudulent dealing 
© . whatſoever, which the Reader may the ſooner | 
© believe; and the eaſter be convinced of, fence 
8 the tlearer Demonſtration” of my . Faiths 9 
fFulneſi and Unprej udicedneſe herein, I have 
Teales care to print in the Margent the Orig 
| © wal Words of all the Paſſages that I have 
 * cited, at leai? of all that are neceſſary, toge- © 
_— with the very Pages whence T grel Fe! 
them, that ſo the Reader turning to tle 
05 Ver "mentioned in thoſe Editions that I 
©. uſe, (which Editions 1 ſhall ſet down at the 
87.06 2 of this Preface ) and finding it according © 
0 my Quotations, may the more feadily be 
pierſwaded, that throughout this whole Trait 3 
: Th have en, every way = and . 


/ : : WES 


1 he Prefiice, . 1 
Wye” a T have faithfully \« and impartidly . 
collected theſe. ( Obſervations, ſo I have os 
E and unconcerned ly repreſented them, . 
| avoiding all Words or Speeches that auzght © 
1 2. to carry the leaſt ſharpreſs | or Refleitio | 
ir them, and have as nakedly expreſſed Ehen, 
1 declining all affected gr pompous 1 % 
"3 contenting my ſelf with thoſe Terms, that ' 
1 | naturally ſerve to render the Truth 
more perſpicuous amd evident, Ar 260% 
the Obſervation f Clemens Alexandrinus : 
* He that would deliver. , 4 . dude e 
the Truth, ought not A un J ene 
ſtudiouſſy to affect an 9 2 eto 
Elegancy of Expreſſion, 3 ny 12 75 2. 
bat only to uſe ſuch vel 5 Hs 
Words, whereby he may lid; 2 . a 
render what pe means Intellis ible. 

" Whether all, or ſame, or none of the 1 
1 Primitive C uſtoms may. be c anged by 
”* 2 755 Magiſtrate, or by a Convocational ' 
bly, W pretend not here to handle; my 
55 Yor : a 7 i only to ſtarch into "Maj 
Ter oJ nd out what were the Uſag es 
F 2 hurch within the firſt Force 

undred. Years after Chrift ; for, as was 
| ſaid before, no lower do I end to go, which 
[7 er the moſt impartial and. ſerious Enquiry, 

find to. be according to the enſuing Treatiſe, 
. 2 1 rern . 4, . avoided all 
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omitt ing to anſwer ſeveral ObjeFions, that 


T frow may be alle againſt ſeveral things 


o 


which 1 baue here aſſerted, mine Intention 


being briefly and perſpieuouſly to prove what - 


* © 


* ” : - £6 8” 5 
r eee 72 2 „ Py Fi: 1 79 P. E 
I age to be the trie Pradice of the Pri. 
£& mw 1 F C ob Sant Fer F, "0: i Eo YE = 

So -- 'Ch; h 5 "þ 9448 © P. 5312 770 — A 244 = 
it ive Church, as to thoſe Points nom diſpu — 
* d 3 R nne 2.05638 24 ly: Fe nb 7 e 6 "oy 

221 * 4.4 ; 8 , 

fe 8 71 12 | K. WEE A * I 4 Ip ; A 5 42 2 1 | 8 5 2 
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or the Occaſton of my Publiſting ibi 

* OY TE 5 1 1 . 4 ESD þ ; 


Treatiſe, it cannot be imagined 10 


1 


eatife, it canmot be iniagined to proceed 
from a Spirit of Vaitity-or Ambition, fine T' 
Jo far Ganced! my Nine, as that even my, 
Heel bro, mor who Tam ; much leſs, 


o 


 T hope, will it be conſtrued by any, to Pro. 

cell from 4 Spirit of Contention and Ani. 
moſity, from am ill Deſign to_foment aud 
Pak 3 our preſent Fends and Diviſions ; 
fence 1 aſſure the whole World, our unnatural 
Quarrelt do ſo much afflict and trouble me, 
us that I would ſacrifice not only. this Book, 


. 


* 


| but alſo al that I either am or haut, f 
thereby J might be an happy Inſtrument to, 
compoſe. and heal them. . But amongſt other 


| Reaſons, theſe two were the chiefeſt that 
ſwayed me hereunto, To inform others, and, 
C 
the Pratices of the Primitive " Apoſtolick . 
Churches were, if any ſhall be inquiſitive and 
de to'now them; or, if 1 am miſter, 
( who ir without his Errors 2) to be better 
* fb 8 10. AT y informed 
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Ut 
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one on more Points, will 2 me fo far, 
3 4 ſore theſe few things of. Nies, Th 
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fel 5 which, T un needs eon 
75 Wel ex 5 fl; fly de} wed in the 
175 attic e107 hereof 3 where) re —_ uf 45 
L. orc rallenging, © bu ; 
| and. # ncerely to prevent. "Miſt ze * 7 


guet be not too bod) and” Pal — 74 
erk any 1 Learned Per ſon,” that u will 
FEY ud as to inform ne, Brome 
ave erred int any one, or move Ponca, 
which N tray y do, ei ther Public, * or” 1} :he 
| thinks fit,” rivately, 'by Die e muy Book- 
| ſeller, who will c: convey 1 
and if « 477 0i one that finds me det 


es 2 


as to undertake "Vich 2 one, 1 --j 
at Be 
1 oe be Op 2s] have done” to uſe 'buly 


thoſe Writs mes that wee compoſed © "withhe = 


4 preſeribed time, and if poſſe Me, the Same 
Editions, and not only 10 form ObjeZions 
againſt what I bave written, but alſo to an- 
ſwer, or rather to give me another Senſe of 


thoſe Paſſages which I have cited, and then 
I promife, if my Miſtakes are fairly ſhewn, 


I will not pertinaciouſly and Haine 5 


mY them, but moſt willingly and thankfully 
renounce ther, ſruce my Deſign is not to de- 


Fe a Part 7. but to Tomes out the Truth. 
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The Preface. 1 


52 * 12 1 IT 4 * 


A, © heve but one thing erore to ald 5; in / this 


Preface, « and that is; that when I ferſt reſolved 


O38 


ep Way 


0 have publiſhed y Obſervations on the 
3 general Head propounded in i he Title 
Page to be enquired into, viz. The Worſhi p 
of: 22 — Primitive Church, as well as now 
1 have. done thoſe on the three. former, but 
fer ſome Reaſons J have reſerved this for a 
Particular Tra# by its fel, which probably, 
#hough I do not <bfolmely promiſe it, may 


1 4 = ittle time more be alſo publiſhed ; and 


that the rather, becauſe in this Part I have 
wade two or three "Reftrencer therennto , 
which I thou ht good. to acquaint. the Reader, 
with, that ſoif be cannot find ſome things 
that: T have referred to in this Treatiſe, he 
ay be __ tber a are 10 be mer with 6 in the 
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Th Primitive 1 4 "a. in ; the 
 < Treatiſe, together with thoſe Editions that 
| Thave as £ 5 follow.: © 


* * % 


. Jonatis E piſtols Sher. Lande, Arto, Edit. 
* Tſai Yoſſi. Amſtelodam. 1645: | | 
. Barnabe Epiſtola Catholica, Edit. ad cal 
ä 5. . 77755 Quarta. Amſtelodam. 16426. 
. Climentis Romani Epiſtols ' Greco » Latin: 
narto Edit. Patritii Guns, 'Oxonii, 1633. 
S8. Henei Opera, Folio. Edit. N Calaſi. Ge- 
never, labs: 
S. Fuſtini. Martyri oper G reco- Ln. Folic 
Colonie, 11686. | 

Epiſtola Plinii Secundli Troj ano \- e = 
Chrifftanis. in FOR, Operim Tuſtin. wake 
Colon. 1686. 

4 <Clementis Al 8 Opera, Folio Edit Heits 
= 5, Lugdun. Batav. 1616. 
 Tertaliani Opera, Folio Edit. paril. 1 580. | 

Novatiani De Trinitate & De Cibis Judaicis 
inter Opern Tertulliani: Edit. Pariſ. 1580. By 
Cypriani Opera, Folio. 4 San. Goulart. q | 

Johan. le Preux. 1593. | 
Vita Cypriant per Ne ejus Diaet 1n 

fronte Oper: Cyprian. Edit. Goulart. 1593. 
Fragmentum Victorini Peravionenſis De Fabrica 

Mundi, pag. 103, 104. 'Hiſtor. ae Dr. S. 
5 Cave, Edit. Folio. Londini; 1688. > 
MMinucii Felires Octuavius Edit. 4 Cilcens Ter- | 
1 Apolog. per * nn Nuarro. 
rariſ. W (ted | 
IM "I  Origenis 


"aw 


Authors cited in this Treatiſe. 
Origenis Cummentaria omnia que Grace 1 
1 Edit. de Huttii. 2 Pal. Folio. Rochomagi i 
1.66 | 
Ori gini⸗ contra Celſum, Libri 08s, E juſden 
Philocalia Graco Latin. Edit. Quares, per. - 
it” Spencer. Jantahrigiæ, c. 
 Origeni a wr, ſeu, De Oratione.. Greco- / 
ativ. Oftave. Oxonii. 1685. 
As for tho other We 5 2 of Origen which 
de entant on! fin, | [ha ye made no uſe at 
all of on. HE Kaſh s Tran N nd e 
0 m wh know. not. W 
d whether Origen or Rufin; and as. 1 halo 
pi re; tran ated by more faithful! Hands, 
ave uſed the Editions of Merlin or E Aranui, 


T nominating the Page. 
. any wr Eccleſiaſtica Hiſtoria Greco- . 


Edit. Henric. Valeſ. Pall 1659. 
Thar poſes, oi only the Seyen firſt Books of 19 — 5 
ſebiuss Hiſtory, becauſe the three others gol be- 
- Fond my limited Time, 
As for the Writings of S. Gregory of Neocs- | 
 ſarea, they are por fy ſew, and from thence I have 
taken nothing but his. Creed, ſo that there is 
no needto. mention any Edition of his Works. ; 
he ſame I may ſay alſo of the ſhorc. Epiſtle 
of Polyc arp, which I have cited but once, and 
ahergia have uſed the Verſion of Dr. IK ex- 
tant in his Apoſtolici, pag. 127. 

There are yer ſome other Fathers whole re- 
maining Tracts I have read, as Theophilus An- 
tiochenus, Athenag or as, &c. who are not cited 
in this Treatiſe, cauſe I have found Vorhing * 
in chem deßrinent to my Deſign, * IR; | 


= c 
. » / — 
: * o 


1 255 quiry into ; the? conftitirian, | 
heike, Unicy, and . 


9h, 1 Primiti Finch... 
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or ee 


8 Ks 15 5. vario Significations of the word Church? a 
$2.4 AY Tale the chief Subject of 
the enſuin Diſcour The conſtituent parts 
thereof, Two-fold, vi. Clergy and Laity. &. 3. 


EFEacb of theſe had their particular Frnttions, 


and both their Joint Offices: Three things an | 


- , a s great part of the following Diſcourſe de- 


1 perds ropoſed to he handled, vit. The Peculiar 
Ae 0 F Clergys The, Pregliar Act, of the 
Laity, and the 2 Ads of them both. F. 4. 

The Natalies Al, of the Clergy propounded ta 
be diſc See according to their ſeveral Orders: 
Firſt, of the Biſhops : A View of the World a 

it was in a ſtate of Heatheniſm, at the firſt 
Preaching of Chriſtianity, neceſſary to be conſe». 
 der'd : | Where the Apoſtles planted Churches, 
they 2 the firſt e to be Biſhops 
thereof.. F. 5. But one Biſhop in a Church; 
The W/E RAW; of the Faith proved from the 
Succeſſion of the Biſhops : The Titles and Rela- 
E — of. the Biſhop to bis Flock. — 


WE 


H AT we may give the more clear 
and diſtinct Antwer to this Impor- 
$i | 8 kant 


j 


. 
** = 


The Contttution Wiſcipline &., + 


tant Query, it is neceſſary, that we firſt examin 
the Primitive Notion of the Word Church, up- 

on the due apprehenſion of which depends * 

ml t Underſtandipg of a L Fart of our 
owing Diſcourſe, © © Ti 
FP * Led, Church, as in our moders accep- 
| cron ſo alſo i in the Wricings of the Fathers, 
ks. cog having different Significations ac- ; 
to the different Subjects to which it is 


applycs. I ſhall not here concern my ſelf about 
the Derivation of the Word, or its Original 
Uſe amongſt the Heathens, from whom it was 
tranllated into the Chriſtian Church; but only - 


. s veg. wh 7 Zune 
4 gon Loe Tram) 


PI redo. Lib. 1. 
* wo _ * 8 


2 8 25 tw = 
& xboug dag mig Son. Lib. T. 
cap. 3. P. A 
5 N vas 's 2 car en 


Nie ys Os. 22 Eu- 
| feb. lib. 6. 4. 25. 7. 226. 


Church, for Catholick fi ignifies the ſame as Uni- 


take 2 of its various Uſes amon & the an- 
cient; Chriſtians, which were many, as, 

15 ch & t. is very often to be anderſtood of the 
| Univerſal, that is, of all thoſe, Who 
| Wa ughout the face of the whole Earth profeſ- 
fed Faith i in Chriſt, and acknowledged him to 


be the Saviour of Man- 
kind. This Irenexs calls, 
tr The Church diſperſed 


; thro? "the whole World to 
the ends of the Earth, and 


* The Church ſcattered 
in the whole World. © And 


© "Origen calls it, The 
Church of God under Hea- 


ven. This is that which 
they called the Carbolicł 


verſal. Thus  Polycary when he was ſeized by his 


4 Iltow & x7 750% ötxx- 
lu die CUννjñ2s . * 
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Murderers, prayed for 
* The Catholick Church 
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dt the Piimitibe Thutchhß 3 
in this Senſe Diortyſont” Alezandrinus calls the 7 


49 perſeeuting Emperbur 212 
1 of. s T7, COP 8 
1 Fr U I, 7s ag. G0 bs | 
Macriamus, A War Angles make 


ur i vio 1 aft rhe Cat holic * ad Herm. apud TEACH 
oF 5 1 Chur h of Gow. © bs 10 GS . r 10. 4 250. « 

4 | 1 mn: T he word: Church is frequentij to be un- 
- derſtood of a particular Church, that is, of a 
is Company of Believers, who at one time, in one 
1 and the ſame place, did aſſociate themſelves to- 


gether, and concur in the Participation of all 
the Inſtitutions and Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt 
with their proper Paſtors and Miniſters. Thus 


Church © which is in any 
> Pace. And ſo Dionyſus 
„ Ale xandrinus writes, that 
„when he was baniſhed ro 
\ FF Cepbroin Tybia, there 
came ſo many Chriſtians 
_ = vnto him, that even there 
| =. he had a Church. Tertul-' 


were ſuſfeient to make 4 
XZ Church, In this ſenſe we 
XZ muſt underſtand, the 
Church of Rome, the 
77 '. Church of Smyrna, * 

'* Church of Antioch, ? the 
Xx Church of Athens, the 


x Tenans | - mentions that 


lian thinks that, Three 


the 


; = Church of Alexandria 5 
2X or the Church in any o- 
ther ſuch place whatſoever, that is, 4 Congrega- 


6 75 


Tit Ea quæ oy qu 


loco E e | 
oh 1 1 f 
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52 n : viii 
iu euxAngia. 4pud. E- 
Jeb. lib. 7. 6. 11. 5. 259. 


Ubi tres, Eccleſia” eſt. | 
Exhort. ad Caftitat 7.457 
Eccleſia Romana, C 
Prian. Epiſt. 31. . 3. 7. W 
* "*Exxancia Ty voy &s 
Ewipry. nat. ad Smirn. 
J. I. $ 

2 Thy: LAND Ich lu © 2 

Arte ν,V Idem. Itid. 


3 1 1 Al "on 
ow *AAgZavd) 7-2 Origen 


conzr,Celſum;37 ib. 3. $9 


; tion of Chriſtians aſſembling all together for Re- 


ligious Exereiſes at Rome, — w; 
2 — ae 


1 Alexandria, or ſuch like places, 


- Tho-Confricution; Blaue, be. 


1 


_ (Bregation met i for the Celebration of. Divine 
vice. Thus Paulis Samoſattinus the . 
cal Biſhop of; Antioch ordered Er tain Women 
4 Te 6 4% Undid 2 os oe Ry ddl 
2 mg "of be ch, land fin 
- Bi = 109930, fbr. Pſalms in bis Praiſe. 80 
Clemens Ale æandrinui ad- 
vile, that Men and edel 1 
N 9 þ OGEILY. A Umilit 
a We fir 1 i. enter into the Chavet! 
So the Clergy of the 
a Church of Rome in their Letter to Cyprian, con- 
cerning the Reſtitution of the Lapied,.give as 
| their advice, they 
. only come to. the 


+; 


'& Adeant ad limen Ec- 
cleſfiæ. Apud Cyprian. E. | 


2 , 1. 
= . . Wie but not 0 over it. 
And in this Senſe. is the Ward frequently to be 
—_ underſtood in Tertul- 
lian, Ori emand others, 


to recite whoſe Teſtimo- 


1.95 De praſeript. adverſt 
- Heret. p. 9c. De Corona 


_-Militis, p. 336. And very = 
often in bi Book De Mir nies. at large would be 1 
1 4 gimbus Velandis. 4 both ten and need- 4 Y 
\ 8. De'Orat;z$.20: p. 1324 leſs; | FEE” C 


nian for a Collection of many particular 


ber, the, Church of God 
in Africa, and Numidia. 
Elſe I do not remember, 
that ever I met with it in 


"4 in Provincil Africa & 
Numidiã Eccleſiam Do- 


win, 5715.4. ee, 


the 


II. The word Church is ſometimes uſed for ® 
00 "the Place, where a particular Church or Con- 7 
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IV. I find the Word n ones uſed by 4 
uzches, -who mentions in-the Singular Num- 1 


dis Senſe, in ys Writings * * 3 or 


Ke 
* 


— Gly 3 
the off of the Fathers; bur whenever the 
Would ſpeak of the Chriſtians in any Kingdom 
or Province, they always fajd in e Pturat, 
The Churches, never in bh Singular, The Chur rf 
ol {uch'a Kingdom or Province. Thus Dyotii= 
Ns Alexandrinus doth | 13 
not ſay the Church, bat „ 1 rag nun- 


4 the 2 rt of Cilicta. 7 Frog 116. 7. 


X And 0 Trenens menti- ij 
ons, > The Churches that * "M2 8 rigfurlas be * 
were in Germany, Spain, Weta is mals Langen, 


France, the Ea » Egypt | Kere, 5 1 N Are 


aud Lybia. S0 allo Ter- . Lib. 1: 65.3 3. P. 36 * "%M 
5 8 ſpeaks of the * 5 tcclefiis Aſin & Phry- | 
a giz, Auverſus Praxeatl, | 


gia, and * che Churches of A. 4 diam Eocleſfr- 

Greece. And ſo of eve- De Virgin. Velbnd. p. 386. 

y Country they always 1 

preſs the Churches thereof in the Plural 

Jumber. 

V. The Word Church frequently occurs for 
that, which we commonly call the Inviſible 
Church, that is, for thoſe, who by a Sound Re- 

pentance and a Lively Faith, are actually inte- 

Teſted in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: According to 
[jig fignification of the Word muſt we under- 


ha Tertullian, When he 


8, that Chriſt bad * ef» *© Chriſtus ſibĩ wonfalat 
fd the Church, and, con IV 4 


has there Was ; Spire c Spirituales nuptias Fc 
"al * Marriage between clefiæ & Chriſti. Erber. 
. Chriſt and the Church. dd Caſtitat. p. 455. 
A that of renaus, _—_ 17 — 4 
at the Church' was aa 
Wo 5 WL} 64 
Fitted — to the form RE ar 5 ah * 
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F of by Sa | = And i in | this Senſe is the 
Word oftentimes. TY in others of the Fathers, 
as] might eaſily ſhe w, if. any. Wye did doubt it. 

VI. The Word Church is requently to be 
interpreted of the Faith and Doctrige of the 
Church. In this Senſe Jrenens. prays, That 


1 the Hereticks might le 
2 ore Fi . rec claimed om Fra He- 785 2 
7 reſies, all be converted to © 
the Church of Cod; and exhorts all ſincere . 
9 not to tals, d but to 
y to the Church Upon 
Gong 1 7 which Account, Her: ticks 
are ſaid to have, left the 
Church, as Tertullian 0 hy: that When 
Ab Ecclefia Chris i 1 1 I TY Heretick, 
2 De carue Chr Ni, 4th dep, 7 ea from. 121 - = 
7 13. 2 rch of Ch and th eir . YH 
| Herefies, I 5 dig ko be 1 
| "Ciffonant chin ths Chiirch.” 'as pom, writes, ol 
e biene that the O inion of the 
Comment. in Mal. bon Tranſmigrarion of Souls 
2 304. Je a. was alien from, the 
Chur h. 
on There are yet (everal ther” Significations of 
this Word, though not ſo uſual as ſome of the 
' forementioned ones, nor fo pertinent to my 
Deſign, ſo that I might. juſtly paſs them over, 
-without ſo much as mentioning them: But leſt 
any ſhould' be deſirous to know them, I will 
juſt name them, and then proceed to what i 8 : 
more material. 
+ .. Beſides then thoſe forinet, Signifiations, ite 
Word according to its Ocigina Import. is. alſo 


- uſed for any Congregation in Beer. ſdme- 
times | 
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I % e bene church vi 7 
times ic/iv"applyed- to any! Seer * of 
E | HOT Ao 

= Hereticks, as Terrain g ; hen 8 laber- 3 
calls che Marcionites * the. Wi”; arciont Lib. 5e . 255. 
cCbureh of Marcion: At 


- ne TOC OT 
other times it is attributed to the Orthodox in 
77 oppoſition to the Hereticks, as by the ſame 
FTertullan : Sometimes 

© 2 Belchen le 
it is appropr to the 2 2 5 
'Y Heathen! aſſemblies, as 95 Te e 1575 ode l 
ene other 17 40 dunde!r 
times in tion to * nor: 12 
the Jens it is aſeribed to ein. 8 Ge il. 
the believing Genrites, as l 

1 by: enen In ſome . gu ex n a 
7 sit is taken for the 8 Lib. 4. c. 37. 
epo uties of a Particular . 125 on b of G 1 


be de it ſigni-⸗ _ grus 7 agg 125 ER 
t mbly of the . 1118 
| its ky juſt Men made: "Be . ae Ane 
9 eCtri cipaien, whichwetommonty: call he 
4 Church 1 phant, as 0. 22970 
in ' Clemens" Ale randris wel . e 5 
n Onde I Gnd it dena- * "Exfaxomt gegen- 
n Ot» Y Nude, ; af — 
pPofitior to — e 


9 * An Z. cap. 30. p. * 2 
13 — ly 1 2 oy He m. MAR, veroChrittus. 
L he: riit as t ** ea merkten. de benitentia, : 
of the Faichful. nen aas.e; 


82. Bot che vival di common Accspestien 
of the Word, and of ieh we muſt chief 
1 treat, is that of a particblar Church, that is, 2. 
Society of Chriſtians, meeting together in one 
3 wry under their proper Paſtours, for the Per- 
=> B formance. 


1 


8 The Coulfifytion, Dileipline,: &c. 
for mance of Religious Worſfhip, and the exer- 
ciſing of Chriſtian Diſeipline 1 
Now the firſt thing that naturally. preſents 

its ſelf to our Confi 3 is to enquire into 
the Conſtituent Parts of a particular Church, 
or ho made up and compoſed ſuch a Church. 

Inn the general, they were 
2 Et. Eealeſ. Sir. al called Ee ehe Elac; 
7 + roy n bh = —_ * 

5. 2 the Mill o 
e 47 in innumerable places 
man, Eprſtot. ad Cor. be they. are called 'Afnnpad; 

tie Breiren, becaufg of 
their Brotherly La and Affection z and TIN, 
the Faithful, in oppoſition to the Pagan World 
who had no Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor 
in ths Fromiſes of the Goſpel. But more pat- 

ticuterly we may divide them into two Parts 

into the People that compoſed the Body of « 
Church, and thoſe Feten, who: were ſer dee 
for' Retigious and Eecleſaſtical Employments-c: 
| Or to conform to our ordinary Nialet2; iuti ie 
- 27 ad ait 5 pes an eurly diſtinction, 
8 being ed: by. 
Clements: Romans; 15 and 
after him by e 
— n 619 moat 

Epi. 1. ad 2 rena nee At 
5 Homil, 1 T. in Jerems p. 173, 16g. nd. 59 19 


1 82. Each of aheſoched tei ian ur OG. 
ces, and both together had. their jou Employ. 


wents, to all which. ſhall diſtinct — ſpeak in 
the enſuing Tract, as they natur elolve.. 


themſelves into-theſe Thad Particulars; gig 
5 1 5 1 * 
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II. The peculiar Acts of the Lait 1. 2239 
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© bruitiſh Inventions, and add ing as 


ol 360 


1. The Peculiar Acts Gf mY Cler; 


of them bot : | 
Kent 28811, 7 04; an a 
| By the Reſofution of e "chives Qnefſtions, 
' ſotns-Diſtovery: will be made of the Condi 
tion and Diſeipline of the Primitive" Chir , 
wand of nnd, Practièè with 6 
2 Fa Polos wy ro erp hin © 6 amongh os 5 915 
1 be with che fiſt of refs Whar 
0 _ ods Peculiar Acts of the Clergy 7 No 

' here muſt be confider'd' the Fonions of ey 
particulur Order and Degree: of the! 15 
Ssebich we may ſay rp 'be , | 
Friede add Deacons, oy m NG he we 
ſhall. feverally handle; bh — ſever} hel 
| Points, 1 vader" thoſk ads th | 
'themſelvevunco us. I hall begin firft NR the 
- *Biſhop 3/- bue for the better underſtaiitlitly both 
of: hind aas ths rel, 1. W. be neceſſary; Hr 
all, r6:66tfder' tHe” Con ition hoe 
Werid, 4s it was before the Presthing of the 
„Golpel, in e ate of Paganiſin antt eſs, 
"having their Underſtandings clouded wih IB 
*norance and Error, alienated from Cod, aud 
the true Worſhip of him, applauding th ir oWn 
hat- 
[ever their corrupted Renſon and filly Fanties 
9 dem as Objects of Adoration and 
mage. Into this miſerable fate all Mankind, 
ar Jews, had wilfully caſt themtelves; 
— d not Chtiſt the Son of Righteoulfneſs 
 "enlighted: them, they would have continued 


1 ' Thie Joint 4 RE 
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rm: 1 and blind condition to this very day: 
B 2 But 


* 2 ttt 
* * * 5 1 7 ? 
* ? 
p 


ao The-Confitidign Diſcipline, be. | | 
But our Saviour ha vingfen his Croſs Triumph'd 
over Pris acipalitigs and Powers, and perfectly 
 conquereg, the. Devil, who before * ruPgd ef- 
2 in the Heathen World; and being 
4 Nee ern, at down zal the 

04 che Fathe ., On the day of Pen- 


Ke don he ſly e b 4 
eng ues, and 2 irac cles, and 


„ hopþ co mmi fe e ſuting ahem , fop the 
*ropagation of nyo who 
ba, 5 received. we 9 3 from 
f ED r Firſt, 
e % 4 en tat 


e Gentiles, Heclaring 


* ee all 4 ingdoms and Prp- 
"a 715 RY he Apolile Raul ſaid, Raps. 
10. £0 Fir Fo rer all che Earth. a 


| 1 MA unto th ge. exas. of . ee 
115 mA ing a RPA -ucular, part, of the World fer 


I 1 N 
k th eſginp Thus St. Avgrem principally pregghy'd 
"1 1 oper” in Seythia, 8 e. * 
| Frey. in Parti, St. Ja in 111 Leſſer 
2 5 2 4 the, Apoſtles had their 
Jotted, chem, herein 


=x - ey ee Ai Tope g Village, they 
= bes ns t | 


rovince,,. 70 make. kyownthe.joyh | 
Lik fe and Salvation,.. through: Chriſt 


NEW: bells. an Immortalicy, throu b. Jeſus . 
WP essa ituting the frſt e be a 
5 Place thropgh which they, paſſed, Biſpops and 

ed N. e | Abtes. Which they there 
2 bre e ee ad buy $9; e 
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particular Churches, 'over. which they op 


ced them, whilſt they themſelves paſſed” "of 
words, planted other Ch N and pf ep. 
E Governors | over them. „ 


1 een ab A 
; OGG peo age Johanne coniocatum, Ra- 


1 Biſhop - e Rome by St. manorum Clementem à 
3 


Peter, aud Pol i- Petro ord inatum. De præ- 


9 N 
1 5 ſhop 7 Smirna 7. John. Jerighadie ti Au- 80. 


Whether in the Apoſtolick and Primi- 
ays, there were more Biſhops than one a 


tive c 


in a Church, at firſt fight ſeems difficult co te- 
ſolve : 2 That the Holy 1 10 aan 


N F | Lad . „ 
Scriptures and * Clemens eagle nig. bow; 5 
ors vs n wy 1. ad 
"Cor: . 20 n 4. * 750 


And —— hand it is as 
l the ale 
Fathers afhirm, that hs 0 was and oug e 
but one in a Church. Theſe Contradictions may 
at the ſirſt view ſeem Inextricable; but ! . ; 


the following | Account will reconcile all theſe 
ſeeming Difficulties, and withal afford us a far 
and J Conception of the difference banden 
the Ancient Biſhops aud Presbyters. 


1 hall then lay down as ſure, that chere was” q - 
bene 1 + ane? I in 1 place, "that Was 


nency 


ae Pre iety. The . 

| pliniter-of: his pry. to whofe Care and Truſt 
the Souls of that Church or Pariſh, 2 
he {bag ere princially and more imme - 
| 14 ety committad. 8 
. 1940p Cyprian, There is 


but Biſhop in 4 Church 
e And o Cors'' 

That he did not re- 

; os Farep that there ought ' 

Tos yy * but ene Biſbop in 

1 17 1-3 Church. And throughout 

UM, | ovary 2 the whole Epiſttes of 4 | 
Lib. 6. 4. » * | _ and the generali- 

of Writers lucceedin 

him, we find bur o one 1 Biſhop in a — 
whoſe Quotations to Which purpoſe Would be 
fruitleſs: ro recite hexe, ſince the contant Pra- 
Qice of the Univerſal Church conſitms ir, an 
a great part of the . e Diſcourſe wilt” 
clearly illustrate jr.” + YE 2979194720 
Only it may not be . to remark ' 
this by the way, that b June, or Suc- 
geſſion of Biſhops, Fran thoſe Biſhops" who 
were Ordained by the A poſtles, the Orthodox: 
were wont to prove the Succeſſion" of their 

fan, * ohe: Noyeley- of that of the Here- 
F ticks, Ler them demon- 
Edgy or * 7 rare v . of they 
anke e ſtops rum fu: Churches, as Terguliaun 

1 challenges the Aare 

ab imitie e e 1:65, und other Here- ? 


r 
anos Reid, lies 775 5 Ler them reer, 


I: Biſhq s over them by. adverſ , Hare. 5. 78, 
the Apo les, and who hade x 
been their Succeſſors to this ver day. 80 alſo fays 
= qrenans, * We challenge 

S th 
= - e Hereticks to that Tra- eſt ab Apoltolis, quz per 


from 4 totem & anteceſſbrem. 


ftituted_ 


| conlocatum refert, ſicut 
Smirna 1 8. g 


| „John, à Petro e 
and the Church 7 Rome inde urique ex 


piſcopatum conſtitutos, 


Apoſlol ici ſeminis 8 


28 15 


dition, which was = — Succeſſiones Presbytero- 
2 from the Apoſtles by rum in eccletiis cuſtodi- 


r 
And in the ? P L.. 2, Kipent. 


Chapter of the ſa 


true Faith was ſucceſſively tranſmitted down 
. the Apoſiles; in which Catalogue we find 
bat one Biſhop at a time, and as he died, fo 


3 | Another ſingle Perſon. ſucceeded him 10 the 


Charge of that Flock or Pariſh, 

So that this Conſde ration evidences als, that 

there was but one 1 *. ſo called, in a 

Church at a time, Who 

was related to his Flock, n 
4 4 Paſtor to his Sheep, 

and 4 Parent to his Cha. 


aſtore 1 * 4 


4 


Y E nen church. 13 
5 | 5 had 4 1 of Bi ſhops ſeveraverit, babuerkt au- 


* 


2 15 ho as 8 Hoc enim modo Eceleſiæ 
1 the. Apoſtles or Apoſſolics centus ſuos 
Adoſfolic Men: Thus the - deterunt, ficur Smirnæo- 
tray Apoſtoli ck. Churches © mag Eccleſia habens Fo- 
= hae, 4s the, Church of lycarpum -ab: Johanne 
= . has. 9 59 5 Romanorum 0 HR | 
IF Clement, ordained by Pe- , ques ab Apoſtolis in * 
ter; and other Churches 


5 Eam tradiriinem qua 
9 the Succeſſion of Biſhops. 4 i tur, provocamus eos. Lit, 


6 | „the ſaid. | ny — * us a Catalogue of 
1 the Biſho of Rome till his days, by whom the 


9 5 | 1 be © wn | 


4 The Conſituti n. [Diſcipline dec. 


oY; The Titles of-this Supreme Ghucch- Officer 
AM mom moſt of. 1 up in one place by 
* E iſcopus Prepoſitus 7 5 FM hich, Tr ſider 5 
8 P3 , bf Ps Pa r, re en 8 
ee re 
ore me, which i in the Revela- 
71 ions is call ed. 3 the Angel 
"of bis Church, . as Origen 
thinks,” which Appellati- 
ons denote both his A 
thority and Office, 


i" pO vl . "0 
* A N 

4 Aue zr +7 © 
* 5 atione, 

8.5. n 


Wien 5 ut 97 
What treat, Dany, we have diſcourſed of the Cir- 
guit and Extent of his juriſdiction and Super- 
intendency, which ſhall be the aten © of the 
* Chaprer: Mp es . 


8 


WE? 6 * . 81 LS, 1 ITY "4% is 


F 4 
Buns 
* 1 
3 * 


"CH AP. +I + N 
4 ty 4. one Biſbop to 4 C % but one 
Church to a ne The Biſhop's Cue never call'd 

4 Dioceſe, but uſually a Pariſh, 10 larger than 


95 e 


| * 


our Pariſhes. S. 2. Demonſtrated by ſeveral Ar- 


Fuments. S. 3. A Survey of the extent of ſeveral 
J. fhopricks, 


©" Philadelphia. 4d S. 7. Teallivm, . 3. 1 


Bigneſt of the Dioteſs of Afitioch. F. 9. 
0 0 10. Of WI e. 8. 11. 4 2755 


_ #ion on Fa Dioceſs of Ale F. 12. Br> 
s in Villages.” $ 13. Allthe Chriſtiant of 4 
Y Dor together in one place” . — 
* 8 ſerve. God. A. An on „ FONT & 78 TIT OI 


Aving BY 


| in the former Chap pter th | 
1 thay there was but ON: Biſhoþ to a 


Mgr * Churc 
9 8 d . * 22 : 


And this. is 


oth which” we ſhall * 


as 'they were in Ignatius s days, as 
„ Smirna. 6: 4. Epheſus. S. 5. Ma neſia. 8. 6. 
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e gala. $0 chey. tay; 


by any of the Ancients: But there is another 
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Z we, g 1135 1 * 

_ 4 9 1 ir 


= > 1 the Pai wy ve chu. 
XZ: Ch we ſhall in this evidence, that n= | 
bp 1 ee one Church to a Biſhop, A which will 
1 a pear; from this ſingle Conſideration, viz. That 
; the ancient Dioceſſes axe never fad. 0 contain 
4 Churches, in the Plural, hut ouly ; a Church, ay 
75 Suh ia 
. the une of they We (Thr five 255 5. 127 "af 
W rinthians, ? op, Ch Eb 2 » Smirnis Eccleſi a. De- 
| 1 Na ! the Church - News ib. 3. Ge 3+ Þ+ 171. 
3M a, * tbe Chure h Tie SaxA Hela Tha $- 
hiladel - "Oh n if 5. the. e nal. - 
l Antioch, and 4" gate f 88 b 
Any other place ier n 55 
Hee. the | Church: N , 17 4; 
0 Ia ſuc à place. e 
of is Was e oe Tow has | 
name, 9 . a Biſh 0 7 


7 Pol in Sm 

ach, TD bat. 1 ood e 5 er 
Wa o dained Biſhop of the 0, . Iren. J. 3. c. 3. p. 171. 
Church of Smirna,. Ne 7 49 TO Wag sY 
As for che Word:Diogeſs, by which the Biz 
ſhops. Flock is now. uſually expreſt, I do not 


remember that ever I ſound it uſed in this Senſe 


Word, ill retained by us, by yhich they fre- 


und, denominated t Biſhops Cure, and 

by is\Pariſh : So in 1 Epil le-of 
evans tO. Fope Vi Vier > Biſhopricks _ 4 
re 4". ice call ed v9 yt Tor" md 3 ks 


3 _ Ekichs flical. Hit tory 6 Euſeh, lib, $4.6 64. 155. 
4 | Wes 1 lo e in ſeveral Hundre Places. It 
Is | Sr is 


* * 
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2 . The conte t;” Diſcipline, be: 4 
„ e 738, ebe e there to read of 
i Tis, 7 7 Abe the Biſhops ef rhe * PA- 
rug, 282 8 ey if Alexandria, of 

3 "the" 3 of Epheſu 2 
lib gpl, of the * Pariſhof Corinth, 
bibs 3. c. 4. 9. 74. — P of Athens, 
* "A Slivalur es 2 1 of Car- 
xiag lib. 4. c. 23. 1 144. thage ; 


by C ” and fo of the 
.. l ps of the Pariſhes of 


th 0 5 © , 5h 

ee ſeveral ocher Churches ; 
by ha Tips denoting! the very fame, "that we 
now. call a Pariſh, viz: à competent number of 
Chriſtiaus dwelling near together, having one 
Biſhop, Paſtor or Miniſter fer over them, with 
Wer they all met at one time to worthip and 5 
ſerve God. This may be evincd from the in- 
tent of the Word it felf, which ſignifes | 
Dwelling one by abb bert as Neighbours do; 
or an Habitation in one and the ſame pl 


Dear 0208 9 
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lace, as 

the Church of Smirna 
« Wap 1 * _ writito the Church char 
"1x Piariſbed in Philomelium, 
of megioy i $1ownip And the Epiſtle of ; 
N Romana is to tlie Church of God 


Pa bas 4k « „ ARE Pariſhing at Corinth, 
TE es: y. 7. hy ' antggnxboy Kendo, that is, 
1 en eee or living in Phi- 


lim and des ſo that a Pariſh is the 
_ fame with a Particular Church, ora fingle Con- 
gation; Which is . more evident from a 
go in Tr ns of ws: a ainſt 
exanger 2 gatapbry ian Heretic erein ir 
= 1 oy 2 55 That becauſe tha 
2d oy — og Heretick had been aRol 
mn 7. dh 18. FP 787. ä — that 75 5 
1 * 


4 
» Io" red Se 
8 P FACT 1 


| riſh 60 owt: be PS dane not receive him, 
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No put all theſe Obſervations together, 
and duly conſider, whether they do nor prove 
the Primitive Pariſhes to be no farger than our 
modern ones are, that is, that they had no 
more Believers or Chriſtians in them than there 
are now in our 8.8 I do not ſay, that the An- 
cient Biſhopricks had no larger Territories, or 
no greater {pace of Ground, than our Pariſhes 
have. On the contrary, it is very probable that 
many of them had much more; ſince in thoſe 
early days of Chriſtianity, in many places the 
Faithful might be ſo few, as that for twenty or 
thirty Miles round, they might aſſociate toge- 
ther under one Biſhop, and make up but one 
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gregation, and had no more Chriſtians in it, 
than our Pariſhes now have; for that Dioceſs 
cannot poſſibly be more than one ſingle Con- 
gregation, where all the People met together at 
one time, Prayed together, Received the Sa- 
erament together, aſſiſted ?: Church Cenſures 
together, and diſpatched Church Affairs toge- 
ther; and yet the Members of the Primitive 
Dioceſſes did all this together, as the preceding 
Obſervations evidently declare; ſo that I might 
ſtop here, and add no farther Proofs to that 
which hath been already ſo clearly proved. 
S8. 3, But yet that we may more clearly. illu- 
ſtrate this Point, we ſhall demonſtrate it by 
- another method, viz. By ſhewing the real Bulk 
and Size of thoſe Biſnopricks, concerning whom 
we have any Notices remaining on ancient Re- 
cords ; and manifeſt, that the very Argent of 
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Church, and that a ſmall one too: But this I 
 fay, that how large ſoever their Local Extennt 
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them were no greater than our a ee 
gregations are And for the Proof of this, ; 
we ſhall quote the Writings of st. Ignatius, in 
whoſe genuine Epiſtles there is ſuch an account 
of the Biſhopricks of Smirna, Epheſus, Nagueſia, 
Philadelphia, and Trallium, as manifeſtly evi- 
dences — to be but ſo many ſingle Congre» 
Sate Lad 
As for the B of Smirng, irs extent could 
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this Biſhop prick. could meet topether in one 
place, — + the Biſhop could perſonally know 
all the Members thereof by their reſpective 
Names, even the meaneſt Serving -maids there- 
in, and permit none to be married without his 
| Knowledg e and Advice, without reducing this 
Diocoſore a ſingle Pariſh, I know not. | 
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to ſend up their Prayers to God, as 

aud, ſel f canctitad, and juſtly. condemnabie ; 
cauſe thereby they deprived themſelves of 


that ungonceivable Benefit, that would accrew 
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hia, its Extent may be Wor Rl 
I 5 y ' "Oo 78 E ei gi | 2 
4 


gueſſed at by this, chat . 1% 
the Members thereof Bad. dew 


could do nothing without * *Ore 33 e Fry 


' The coc, 


ee 


e (nent ec by wins; "ay were to follow 3 
receiving 
Kae. the Sacrament all together 
Nun him, * at that one 
Aliar belonging to their: 
—— 


l A ab aotris, 
bremer Hpiſt. ad 
4 Jade h. P. „ 4 7 
#0 e Ii. 


wes him like Sheep, * 


* „ Diveeſs ky which 


4 *% 


2 5 thy could m. meet all 2 
i re 2 ther, as to chuſe a Meſ- 
e 2.15 45. ſenger to ſend te cba, 
780 44 Antioch in Syria. 

0 7. As for the Dioceſs of Trallium, that 
753 be no larger than the former ones, ſince 
ir had but one Altar in it, which was correlate 
00 igs one Biſnop; ſo that to ſeparate from che 
n the fame, as to ſeparate from the 

La Biſhop; whence Ignatius 
fays, that He that is 
wit hin the Altar is pure, 
that is, He that 1 9 
thing wit hout the Biſhop, 


3 Ka . o. e 


0 rds Sumacuely &'y 
S Vw, Ter 5, 6 
"EMER007% ff 
Lei, y Naxore ME. 
e Ge eue 
Dm Ty cure nou. Epiſt, 


i» ad Trate/. p. 50. impure. 


Now let any impartial Man judge, whether 
all theſe Deſcriptions of thoſe Ancient Dio- 
. cefſes do not forcibly conſtrain us to reduce 


them to the Rate of our modern Pariſhes. Ad 
"if theſe were no greater, eſpecially Epheſus, at 


which place St. Paul preached three years, we 
have no reaſon to imagin, that other Biſhopricks 


where the Apoſtles never were, or at leaſt ne- 


iter preach'd ſo long, Turtoyned' their Bulk 
d Largeneſs, 


mw er before theſe Dioceſſes fwell'd 
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to determin, ſince it happened not within my 
preſcribed time; except in the Church of Alex- 
randria; the reaſon and manner whereof ſhall 
be ſhewn in a few Leafs more, after that I have 
more fully evidenced this Point, by demonſtra- 
ting, that the greateſt Biſhopricks'in the World, 

even in the Third Century, were no more than 


oF ſelf, the greater Reaſon have we to expect that 


Py 


me BT Ty37- uo CF Qþ 


”. © = 


Into ſeveral Congregations, is not my buſineſs 


ſo many ſingle Congregations : And if this can 
be proved, it is the ſolideſt Demonſtration that 
can be given: For the larger a Church was, and 
the more time it had to ſettle and increale its 


* 


Diffuſiveneſss. „ 

Nov the four greateſt Dioceſſes, that in thoſe 
days were in the World, are Antioch, Rome, 
Carthaoe, Alexandria. The three former of 
which; during the whole three hundred. years 
after Chriſt, never branched themſelves into ſe- 


it ſhould exceed all others in Numbers and 


veral particular Congregations, though the lat- 
ter did, as ſhall be hereafter ſhewn, © 


S8. 8. As for the Dioceſs of Antioch, its Mem- 4 
bers were not ſo many, but that 265 years af- N 
ter Chriſt, they were able to meet all in one 
place, of which we have this memorable In- 
ſtance, that when Palilus Samoſatenus the Here- 

tical Biſhop thereof, was deprived by a Synod 
held in that place, and Domnus ſubſtituted in 

his room, be refuſed ro FO 

reſign the Churches Houſe, * Mudeuas Suse os 
- till the Emperor Aure- Tus *XKAngias othes. Apud 

lian forced him to reſign | 3 e 
that Houſe: So that for 2 T2, Tixoy. Pidem. 


1 above 250 Years after 
3 * Chriſt, 


* 
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| Chriſt, che whole Biſhoprick of Antioch. had | 
but one Church to ſerve God in. 
§. 9. How large the Dioceſs of Rome. was, 
may be conjectured by that; 
1. All the People thereof could meet roge- 


ther to perform Divine Service, as appears by 
that Hiſtory of a certain Confeſſor called Na- 
tali, who returning from the Theodoſian Hereſy, 

ken himſelf into the Habit of a Penitent, threw 
himſelf ac the Feet of the Clergy and Laity, as 


| lick __ into heir Pub. 1 
To, xAipe, Aaucav, Thy HH 
deere. mae. bewaile fie} E — i 
Ty * that at length the Church | 


3. cap. 28. 5 197. _ fron towards him. 


2. In this Dioteſs there was but one Church . 


| or Meeting · place; for when Biſhop Anterus 
= died, All the Brethran 


As, 4 A met together in the Church, L 


| 3 8 
Abud Eu oy 1.6. 8. £o chooſe 4 Succeſſor; 
5 2 Nag- Which diſtinction or na- 


| mination of place, vix. 
That they met in the Church, denotes. that 
they had but one Church all; for if the 


had more Churches than one, the Hiſtorian Þ 


would have left us in ehe dark, as to what 


Church they met in, whether in St. James 8 


St. John 8, or St. Peters. 
„ . In his Biſhoprick alſo they had but one 
Altar or Communion-Table, as appears from 


a Paſſage of Cyprian, who deſcribes the Schiſm . 
of Novatian a W 


ee altare erige- of this Church, 


„ re. Epiſt, at canta * erecting 4 Props * ; 
| | s in 


Anonym. — rower lib, as touched with Compaſs 


bot the Pꝛimitive Church 33 
in tion to the Altar of Cornelius his law- 


ful Shop. 
4. The whole Dioceſs could concur rogether 


in Salutations and Letters to other Churches. 


42 Thus concludes a Letter of the Clergy of Rome 
„ to the Aer bY of Car- 4 Salutant vos fratres; 
> thage 5 e Brethren qui (ant in vinculis, & 
Ys — in ** e, — & rota Ec. | 
w | you," and the Pres cleſia. Apud Cyprian. 
C | and the whole Church, * Fil. 3. 5. 3. 5. fl. 
4 Whatever Lene were writ to that 
4 Church, were read before them all, as it was 
h 3 the Cuſtom of Biſhop 7 Sanctiſſimæ atque am- 
- | Cornelins, to read all pliſlime plebi, legere te 


publick Letters to bis moſt ſemper literas noſtras., 
holy be, numerous a „ Mi, 


\Laſtly, The People. of this Dioceſs met all 
together co chooſe a Biſhop, when the See was 
vacant. So upon the 

Death of Anteru, 6 All * Toy 2 ee, K- 


the Brethren met together. 7% „ 22 


in the Church fo. chuſe 1 : ene: „lib. 

Succeſſor, where all the 27 26.7 bly 6 
People. oe canes choſe 

 Fahianus. And fo after the Death of Fabianus, 


| — 1 2 4 7 Cleri ac Plebis Suffra- 
the Suffrage of the Clergy 55 Bar pf. 67. 
and 198 


Table i in \ their whels NDioceſs as allo but one 
Church, Where they all uſually met, do not 
unvoidably reduce this Biſhoprick to the Cirs. 


cumterence 


ys I S 


on 
4 


34 The Contkitution, Diſcipline, '&c. 
cumference of a modern Pariſh, - 1 leave every 
Man to judge. „ 
FS. 10. The next Dioceſs to be conſidered is 
Carthage, which next to Rome and Alexandria, 
was the greateſt City in the World, and pro- 
bably had as many Chriſtians in it, as either, 
eſpecially if chat is true, which Tertullian inſi: 
nuates, that the tenth part thereof was Chri- 
ſtian; for he remonſtrates to Scapula the Per- 

paſſura eſt, decimanda a 4 AL the Chriſti; , 
te. Ad Sca; ulam, p. 450. Aeſtrey the. ant iſtians of 
FC Carthage, he muſt root 
out the Tenth part thereof. But yet how many 
ſoever the Chriſtians of that Biſhoprick were, 
even ſome years after Tertullian's days, they 
were no more in number, than there are now. 
in our Pariſhes, ' as is evident from Scores of 
Paſſages in the Writings of Cyprian Biſnop of 
For, n 08” an 
: 9 Ut omnes optime noſ- | 1. The Biſhop of that | 
ſem. - Cyprian. Epiſt. 38. Dioceſs could know eve : 
5. 1. P. 90. r IND S0 
2. The Biſhop of that Dioceſs was the com- 
mon Curator of all the Poor therein, relieving 
the Poor and Indigent, paying of their Debts, 
and aiding the neceſſitous Tradeſmen with Mo- 
ney to ſet up their Trades. As Cyprian when 
he was in his exil'd State, ſent Caldonius, Her- 
Ut expungeretis neceſ- culanus, Rogatianus, and 
ſitates fratrum noſtrorum Numidicus to his Church 
ſumptibus, ſi qui etiam at Carthage, to pay off 


vellent lugs artes exerce- % Debts of the indebted 
re, add ĩtamento quantum , bs of | | 
latis eſſet, deſideria eo- Members thereof, and to 


rum juvatetis.1dem Thjdem help thoſe poor „ | 
725 | with 


b rn 

rl the Pꝛimitive churth. 2 
* a convenient Sum of Mony, who were willing 
to ſet up their Trades, If Cyprian's Dioceſs 
had conſiſted of ſcores of Pariſhes, how many 
. Thouſand Pounds muſt he have expended, to 
have paid off the Debts of all the inſolvent 
5 Perſons therein, and to have aſſiſted every poor 
Trader with a ſufficient Stock to carry on his 


Employment ? 
| All the Dioceſs was preſent, when the 
* | - Sacrament of the Lord's . was admini- 
t I fired. So faith Cyprian, 2 Sacramenti veritatem 
. celebrate the Sacra- Fraternitate omni præ- 
F BN ment, the whole Brot her- ſente celebramus. Exiſt. 
F hood being preſent. 363. $. 12. Z 177. 
= 4. When Celerinus was ordained Lector or 
, Cilerk, by Cyprian, he Rey 
* Read from the Pulpic, 3 Plebi Une e Evil. 
': F fo that All the People 34. §. 4- P. 81. 
= could ſee and hear him, 
; | 5. In all Ordinations, all the people were 


conſulted, and none were admitted into Holy 
Orders Bos their Approbation, as is aſſu- 
red by Cyprian Biſhop of this Diocels, who 
tells ub, Th it was his SM Gt USC! 

| conſtant cuſtom * inal i, ain 
L 5 8 , 
N Ordination to conſult his ſolemus vos ante conſu- 
People, and with their lere, & mores ac merita 
common Counſel 2 weigh ſingulorum . communi 


| conſil io ponderare.. Exif. 
the merits of every Candi 33. ad Clerum & Plabem. 


ET 8 ne 8 
3 . 1 aye 
He : * : 


date of the Sacred Orders. P. 76. 

And therefore when for 

extraordinary Merits he advanced one to hs 

Degree of a Lector or Clerk, without firſt 

communicating it to his Dioceſs, he _ 
. - from 


* 1 


" * * * me N * 
* * 
* 
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| from his Exil'd' State 
| 1270 Dpigere, Epi. 1 f bis whole Flock the 
diese 
6. When that See was vacant, all the People 
mer together to chuſe a Biſhop, Whence Pon- |! 
Fins lays, that Cyprian was elected Biſhop of 
this Dioceſs by the fa- 
wh Plebis favore. In vita vour of the people. And 
. 5 Cyprian himſelf acknow- 
2 populi univerſi Suf- ledges, chat he was cho; 
frag lo. Epil. 55. 5. 7. . ſen by ” the Suffrage , 
N 4 bi People. 
J. All the people of this Dioceſs could meet 
together to tend Letters to other Churches; 
N an inſtance whereof we 
2 Vicarias vero pro no- have in that gratulato- 
* ego. & Engr bo ry Letter ſtill extant in 
Fraternitas Ommnis nas Cyprian, which they 8 all 


Vos literas mittimus. 4 


Cyprian, Epi ſent to Lucins Biſhop 'of 

. 2. 7. 103. * Nome, on his Return 7 
- from use = 

4 All the People. were preſent at Church- | 

| Cenſures, and concurred |! 
9 0% "WY eſis divi- ar the Excommunica- 


na Saffagia conjurati. | 
Eyiſt. 40. 5 Neben, &. 1. tion of Offenders. Thus 


"i 9h. Cyprian writing from his k 
Exile, to the People of | 


AY,» @ > © 


Sd” es ee oe thee an: ana; es ters ow at oat od 7 AT a 


this his Dioceſs, about the Irveathrictes of A 
two of his Subdeacons, . and one of his Aco- A 
lyths; and about the Schitm of Frliciſimur, aſ- 
_ ſures them, that as to the former, when ever 4 
it ſhould pleaſe God to EY 2 in 
25 oxld be determine 

N e . uo by 0 hits and bi Colleaguer, Ml. 

Leal 2748-28. d.. Ps. and bis whole Flock. Ad. 


, r 9. AAAS 


5 Wwe on }__ 


7 another place to all the 


| wp 
. | 
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F 
- 


as to the latter, that 


then likewiſe that ſhould * Secundum arbitrium 


be tranſacted according r eee e- 
vo the Ar bin ment of the Confilium. Epift. 40. 4 
People, und the common Plebem, 5. 7. N. 94. 


LAB N 

2 

25 

"1 * * * 1 
IF Counſel of them all. © 
i; 


9. At the Abſolution of Penitents, all the 
People were preſent, who examined the Rea- 
lity of the Offender's Repentance ; and if well 


- ſarisfied of ir, conſented, that they ſhould be 
admitted to the Churches Peace. Therefore 


when ſome Presbyters in a time of Perſecution, 
had with too great Raſhneſs and Precipitancy 
aſſoyled ſome of thoſe, that through the Vio- 
lence of the Perſecution had ſuccumbed, Cy- 
prian writes them from his Exile an objurga- 
tory Letter, commanding them to admit no 
more, till Peace ſhould be reſtored to the 
Church, when thoſe Offenders ſhould plead their 
Cauſe * before all the Peo- 


| ple. . And. touching the 3 Acuii apud Plebem 


| ; no INT 1 ö | [; q 
ſame matter he writes in- e "gs _ 


People of his Dioceſs, that when it ſhould | 
pleaſe God to reſtore Peace to the Church, 


then all thoſe matters Examinabuntur ſingula 


* ſhould be examined in pteſentibus & judicanti- 


= their Preſe ence, and be r | 
5 judged by them. 5 


Nebem, §. 1. P. 37. 
Laſtly, Nothing was done in this Dioceſs 


without the Conſent of „ , +. 4:5 epile 
the People. So reſolved tus thr IS nahi 


Biſhop Cyprian from the fine conſenſu Plebis mea 


firſt time I was made Bi- rivatt ſententil gerere. 


ſhop, ſaid he, 1 deter min- Phe 6. 5 5+ P. 17. 


ed 


x A * 
3 
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ſitution, Diſcipline, &c; 


; bs 


ed to do nothing wit hout the conſent of my People. 
And accordingly when he was exil'd from his 
Flock, he wric to the Clergy and Laity there - 


of, that when it ſhould pleaſe God to return 


< be is quz vel geſta him unto them, 4 
ſunt, vel gerenda, ſicut Affairs, as their mutual. 


honor mutuus lie in Honour did require, ſhould 
- eommune , © tractabimus. he debated in com i 
No whether all theſe Obſervations do not 


evidently reduce the Diocels of Carthage to 
the ſame. Bulk with our Pariſhes, I leave to 
every one. to determin : For my part, I muſt 


needs profeſs, that I cannot imagin, how all the 
People thereof could receive the Sacrament to- 
gether, affiſt at che Excommunication and Ab- 
tolution of Offenders, aſſemble together to 
elec their Biſhop, and do the reit of thoſe fore- 
mentioned particulars, without confining this 
Biſhoprick within the Limits of a particular 
FFC mw 
F. 11. As for the Dioceſs of Alexandria, 


though the numbers of the Chriſtians therein 
were not ſo many, but that in the middle of 
the Fourth Century they could all, or at leaſt 


moſt of them, meet together in one place, as 1 
might evince from che 
7, Apolog. ad Conſlant. Writings of? Athanaſius, 
were it not beyond my 
preſcribed time; yet in the third Century they 
had divided themſelves into ſeveral diſtinct and 
ſeparate Congregations, which were all ſub- 
jected to one Biſhop, as is clearly enough aſ- 


ſerted by Pyoniſius Biſhop of this Church, who 
e eee ene, 


2 


= Congregations in the ex- 


beer the Primitive Church 39 
mentions, * the diſtinct 1 Ds 
| | | 7 ift ' E, | __— * | 
= tremeſt Suburbs of the Ci- T5 Knaus e ape  - 
Y *. The Reaſon whereof Gn duen aged Ful. 
ſeems to be this; Thoſe lib. 7. cap. 11. p. 260. 
Members of this Biſnop _ 2 


rick, who lived in the remoteſt parts of it, 


finding it incommodious and troubleſom every 


Lord's Day, Saturday, Wedneſday and Fridax : 


(on which days they always aſſembled) to go to 
their one uſual- Meeting-place, which was very 
far from their own Homes; and withal being 
unwilling to divide themſelves from their old 
Church and Biſhop, leſt they ſhould ſeem guil- 
ty of the deteſtable Sin of Schiſm, which con- 
ſiſted in a Cauſeleſs Separation from their Bi- 
ſhop and Pariſh Church, as ſhall be hereafter 
ſhewn, deſired their proper Biſhop, to give 
them leave for Conveniency ſake, to Erect near 
their own Habitations a Chappel of Eaſe, which 
ſhould be a Daughter-Church to the Biſhops, 
under his Juriſdiction, . and guided by a Preſ- 
byter of his Commiſſion and Appointment, 
whereat they would uſually meet, tho on ſome. 
Solemn Occaſions they would Mill all aſſemble 
in one Church with their one Biſhop.  _ 
That for this Reaſon theſe ſeparate Congre+ 
gations were introduced at Alexandria, ſeems 
evident enough; becauſe Dyoniſius Alexanari- 
nus faith, that theſe diſtin Congregations were 
2 , Rey a 'Ey cegareos mppu” 
HOHYOS And the Ile „ Ms 

ſtians hereof were not as- 2 . 
yet arrived to thoſe great J 8 
numbers, but that ſeventy years after they 
8 2 | could 


* Ay 8 * * ä * 2 9 4 - a 
* 9 il ij” $ : : 
* - * * 


— iteltne, bc: 


could meet all together in one and the fame 
place, as might be proved from that foremen- 


tioned place of Athana ſius. 


So that theſe diſtinct Congregations were on- 


ly for the Conveniency and Eaſe of thoſe who 


lived at a great diſtance from the Biſhop's 
Church, being introduced in the third Centu- 
ry, and peculiar to the Biſhoprick of Alexan- 
aria : All other Biſhopricks confining them- 
| felves within their Primitive Bounds of a ſingle MF 


Congregation, as we have before proved the 
largeſt of them did; even Antioch, Rome, and 
D ann 


. 12. If then a Biſhoprick was but a ſingle 


Congregation, it is no marvel that we find Bi- 
ſmops not only in Cities, but in Country Vil- 
lages; there being a Biſhop conſtituted, where- 
ever there were Believers enough to form a 
competent Congregation ; For, ſays Clemens 
Nomanus, the Apoſtles go- 
kan guess Ir, & - ing, forth, and * preach- 

. arm.” Ing both in Country and 
Habe, Epilt, 1. ad Co Ci, conſtituted Biſhops 
rinth. p.54 4nd Deacons there, Much 
13 „ which. 5 Cypri- 
Fer omnes Provincias, ay ſiys, That * Biſhops 

& per urbes ſingulas or- 5 e been bone 
dinati ſunt Epi copi, E- Were ol 464 th 7 r r 
Piſt. 52. $. 10. p. 119. 4% Provinces and Cities: 


+... Hence in tie Encyclycal |i 
Epiſtle of the Synod of Antioch, it is ſaid, That | 


Paulus Samoſatenas had 
„ "Emotions F Subew many Flatterers' * 4- 
5 EA mongſt the adjacent City 
2..28r, © **** and Country Biſbops; of 
" oh its fort of Country- 
| Biſhops 


- 30%; 
1 N 
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where proþably there were: moſt Chriſtians, 


* = Www nv 0 


Thus it was in the Age and Country of 


ere reer eee © a 


=” the Pinotivo © 


me was Zotiris, Bi- 
neg Villa «ge FL $i eli I 


A; 46 | 
r And We may ibs. ap. 16 Kis“ * 9 


reaſonably believe, Tat 


; many of thoſe Biſhops, who in the Year 258, 


were aſſembled at Car- dane ern 
\thage to the number of „Cosdil. Carthag. apud 


fourſcore and ſeven, had 1 1 Ly How 


no other than obſcure Villa es for. wer 
Seats, ſince we find not the eaſt notice of 
them in ee or 3 of the old e 
pier. ne 

. 13. Ahr ths the Biſhops Sele hive rin 
16. any place whatever, their Limits, as hath 
been proved, exceeded not thoſe of our Mo- 


dern ariſhes : I do not here mean, as was 


ſaid before, that the Territory of ſome of 
them, was no larger; no, Treadity grant that; 
for it is very robable, chat in thoſe places, 
where there were but few: Believers, the Chri- 
ſtians, for ſeveral Miles Found, met all tog 
ther at the greateſt place within that Com = 


"whence both the Church and its Biſhop took 

their Denomination from that Place Where 

they ſo aſſembled. But this is what I mean, 

that there were no more 'chriltians in that 

Biſhopr rick than there are now in our ordi- 

"nary Parifl Sz and that the Belieyers of that 
ol Territory met altogether with their 

Biſhop for the Performance of Religious Ser- 

vices. 


* Mart who deſcribing their ſolemn 
ED D2 n Aſſemblies, | 


42 The Conti ation, DiKcipline, 8 
Aſſemblies, writes, That 


2 Ta. * 151. r, Lon Sunday all the Inha- 
1 e, x7 r bit ant b of City and 
tor u dige vida. — Country met together, where 
d axonal; d aiye whe the Lector read ſame Por- 

tions of the Holy Scrip- 
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1 pie, 9 tures; and the Bi 

r= os Ax. Ne a preached unto them, —4 
os. 72 77 1 ed the Euchariſt, 


Mum A- miniſtr 
Hy g 2: 5. 98. 1 0 ſent by the Deacons 


7 the Conſecrated 
Elements to thoſe that — abſent. 


| bled all at the Biſhop's Church, hearing him, 
and communicating with him, following here- 
in the Exhortation of Saint . to the 
| Magneſtans ,,* Let no- 
* Male Few os ours 3 thing, faith he, be in you, 


So that the 
Inhabitants both of City and Country, aſſem- 
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that may divide von ; bu c 4 3 


be united to the Biſhop, 


and thoſe that preſide over 


ou : As. therefore our 
Lord Feſws Chriſt. did no- 
thin 75 without his Father, 
neither by. himſelf „ nor 


his Apoſtles ſo do you n- 
Td "thing without the Biſhop 
and Pregbyters, but aſſem- 
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CHAP. Ul. 


3 8. I. | What ok Biſhop's Office was, 8 5 Always 
= Reſident on his Cure. F. 3. How the Biſhop mas 
Choſen, Elected, or Freſented by the Majority 
F the Pariſh. 84. Approved by the neighbour- 
ing Biſhops." §. 5 Inſtalled by 2 of 
Hand. How many Biſhops: neceſſary to this In- 

| ftallment. S. 6. When a Biſhop was promoted, he 

- Certified it to other Biſhops. $ 7. A brief Reba. 

Paulus of e e Ads of. the pg 


8. 1. . E Biſbop 's Flock having hugs! to 
largely diſcuſſed, it will now be ne- 
Sy to ſpeak ſomething of the Biſhop's Duty 
towards them, and of the ſeveral Particulars 
of his honourable Office: I ſhall not here be 
tedious, ſince about this there is no great dif- 
ference; only briefly enumerate the ſeveral 
Actions belongi to his Charge. 
_ In brief ne; 3 the particular Acts of 
his Function were ſuch BI Fekiel. 
as theſe, wiz. ? Preach- Hoa 18 in Fzekic 
ing of rhe Word, Tra- > juitin. Martyr. Apol, 
ing with bis People, ad- 2,, p- 98, 


miniſtring the two Sacra- z Ble de Baptiſm. 
ments of ? ef riſm and Ly Idem de Coton. Milit. 4 


the * Lord's Supper, ta- p. 338. 
king care of the Poor, * Jutin Martyr. Apoll. 
Grdaining of Miniſters, P-9 
2. . Finnilian. apud cyp r. 
Governing his Flock, Epiſt, 75. 5 er on” 


a Excommunicating of Of * 5% tul. Apol. c 
fenders, * Abſelving of nn... 


Penitents; | and, ; A 2 rr. Ep. 38. * p- 0. 
me 5 whatever Act *Idem 5.0. 2. P. 0. 
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oy The Confifutinn, Tifciptines Kc. 


can be compriſed under thoſe threes General 
Heads of Preaching, Worſhip, and Govern- 
_ were parts. of the Biſhop's Tort and 
© Os 

I have but juſt named theſe. hings, becauſe 
they are not much controverted; and my De- 


n leads me chiefly to the Conſideration of | 


thoſe: matters Which have been unhappily dif 
puted amongſt us. 

F. 2. To the. obſlant Diſcharge of thoſe — 
mentioned Actions, did the Primitive Biſhops 
ſedulouſly apply themſelves, continually preach- 
ing unto their People, praying with them, and 
watching over them, and to that end, reſidin 

always with them; which Incumbency- or Reſi-· 
dency on their Patiſhes, was deem'd fo necel- 
far y, that Cyprian enumerating the Sins that 
br ighr: the Wrath of God upon the Churches 
in that bloody Perſecution of Deting, mentions 


the "Biſhops Non-Reſi- 


70K pits ; dejelita ca- dencies as one Their 
thegrd, plebe ers. | leaving their Rectories,; 


alienas Provincias ober- 
rantes,negotiationisque- and deſerting their F locks, 


muoſ mindinas aucupa- and wandring about the 


rl, De Epi 5-4 p. 278. Country to hunt after 
Morldly Gain and Advans 
rage And therefore the ſaid Cyprian writing 


0 the Roman Confeſſors, who were inveigled 


into the Schiſm of Nova- 
Ne Beet u ee, tian, tells them, 2 that 
foras exire, vos Ve- 
pre . . hank . — 
44-5: Perſon unto them, there- 


fore'by his Letters he moſt earneſtly exhorted 


chem to to ale that nee ſo " 
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ol the + Paionitite Church. 45 
he look d on his Obligation of Reſidency at his 
Church to be ſo binding, as that in no Caſe 
almoſt, could he warrant the leaving of it; 
which Determination of his might be the more 
fix d and peremptory, becauſe that not long 
before, he was ſo ſevere- 
ly tax'd * by the — 5 . apud Cyprian. 
Clergy, and by many of E. 
his 7 * Pariſh, Sac 1 in vira 35 
parting from them for a N 
ile, though it was to avoid the Fury of his 
= Periecutors, who had already proſcribed him, 
and would have executed him as a Malefactor, 
had he not by that Receſs from his Church, 
eſcaped their murderous Hand. 

So that the Primitive Apoſtolick Biſhops 
conſtantly. refided with their Flocks, conſcien- 
tiouſly applying themſelves with the utmoſt Di- 
ligence and Iuduſtry to the Promotion of the 
Spiritual Welfare of thoſe that were commit- 
ted to their truſt, employing themſelves i in all 
Acts of Piety, and Offices of Charity; ſo lead 
ing a laborious and mortified Life, Till eicher 
a natural, or a violent Death removed them 

from Earth. to Heaven, where they were made 
Prieſts to the moſt High, and were infinitely 
remunerated for all cheif Pains and ee - 
and ſo leaving their. particular Flocks on, Earth, 
to be fed and.govern'd, by others, who d 
(ſucceed them in their places; which brings me 
in the next place to enquire, 'How a vacant 
Biſhoprick was ſupplied, or in what manner a 
| kad or Miniſter Was elected | to a n or 

? 


Was Nor e women of cledting a Biſhop 


1 122 


© 45 The Conllitution, Diſcipline; &c. | 
I find to be thus: When a Pariſh or Biſhoprick 
was vacant. through the Death of the Incum- 


bent, all the Members of that Pariſh, both 
Clergy and Laity, met together in the Church 


commonly, to chuſe a fit Perſon ſor his Sue- 3 


ceſſor, to whom they might commit the Care 


2 e exe 21 N 
| Nr Suri 
Tear. Euſeb. lib. 6. . 
5. 213. 


and Government of their Church. e 
Thus when Alexander was Choſen Biſhop of | 


Feruſalons, it was by the 


5 Compulſion or Choice of 


the Members of that 
Church. And as for the 
Biſhoprick of Rome, we 


have a memorable Inſtance of this kind in the 
Advancement of Fabignus to that See, upon the 
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n worthy of the 1 Flr 
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Death of Biſhop Ante- 


r: All the People met 


together in the Church to 
chuſe 4 Succeſſor, propo- 
ſing ſeveral illuſtrious and 
eminent Perſonages, as fit 
for that Office, whilſt no 
fo much as thought 
upon Fabianus then pre- 
ſent, till a Dove miracu- 
louſly came and ſate upon 
his Head, in the ſame 


manner as the Holy Ghoſt q 


2 and then all the 


Propie, 8 guided as it were, 
with one Divine +, | 


S cryed out. with one Min 
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E 5 Carthage, Cyprian was choſen Biſnop thereof 
by its Inhabitants and Members, as Pontius his 


Was promoted to that Popu 


Bend rant oth. de. ib i di He 


the ? Suffrage of the Peo- | ar 


6 * 3 

det the Pꝛimitive Church. 47” 
; and ſo ftraight- me S + Seien we 
ways taking him, they dene NN durdy 
placed lim on "thei Epiſ- NN HT lib. &. cap. ; 
r . ods ts 
Fabianus, ſo likewiſe his ? Epilcozo Cornel io — 
Succeſſor Cornelius ” was err Eh Panda Fail. 
| I . OTUNt we r „ II. 
elected by the ſuffrage of 67. 5. 2. 7.458 "ON: 


the Clergy and Laity. 


Thus alſo with reſpect to the Dioceſs of 


Deacon writes, That 


* Tugicio Dei, & plebis 


/ 3 he was a Novice, favore ad Officium Sa- 


yet by the Grace of God, cerdotii, & Epiſcopatus 


and the Favour of the Gradum, ad huc Neophy- 
People, he was elevated tus. electus eſt. In Vita 


to that ſublime Dignity; pr an. 2 


5 which is no more than what Cyprian himſelf 


acknowledges, who fre- 9 Populi univerſi ſuffra- 
quently owns, that he gig, piſt. $5. $.7. P. 1 39. 
| | 1 tuffragium. Epiſt. 

Honourable Charge by 535 15 158. Suffra- 
rum, Epid. 40. 

ple. 5 ; Ay 185 
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aig N When the people had thus elected a 


Biſhop, they preſented him to the neighbour. 
ing Biſhops for their Approbation and Conſent, 


becauſe without their concurrent Aſſent, there 


Could be no Biſhop legally inſtituted, or con- 


r 1 
Thus when the fore mentioned Alexan- 
der was Choſen Biſhop of Jeruſalem, by 
the Brethren of that place; he had alſo the 
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The Conftitutton, Diſcipline, &. 
„common Conſent of the 
Ten 3 l ue. cgircumj acent Biſhops. Now 


_ 3 es the Reaſon of this, 1 th 
di yrown. Evyſch, lib.s, ſuppoſe, was, leſt the ſe 


cap. it. p. 212. People thro' Ignorance 
Ws odr Affection, ſnould chuſe 
an unfit, or an unable Man for that ſacred Of- 
fice; it being ſuppoſed, that a Synod of Biſhops 
nad more Wiſdom, Learning, and Prudence, 
than a Congregation of unlearned and ignorant 
Men, and fo were better able to judge of the 

.  Abilicies.and Qualifications of the Perſon elect, 
than the People were. Hence we find, that 
ſometimes the Election of a Biſhop is attribu- 
ted to the Choice of the Neighbouring Biſhops, 
with the Conſent and Suffrage of the People: 
This Cuſtom generally prevail'd throughout 
Deen ants 10 Hfrice; where upon the 

0 Aug nos, er Vacancy of a See, The 

Frovmeias univerlas te- c nr N. 4 

2111 
nes rite celebrandas, ad TY ; 
eaſn plebein cul prepoſi- et that Church, and choſe 
tus ordinatur, Epilcopi Biſhop in the preſence 
HEATED pron” f the People, who knew 
* r 4 f/m his Life and Converſation 
plebe prœlente, que ſin- before; which Cuſtam ma 
gulorum vitam pleniſſi- obſerved: in the Eleftion 
me novit, & uniuſcu- of Sabinus, Biſhop of E- 
Julque actum de ejus merita in Spain, who was 


Converfatione perſpexit. ben M che Ibn 
8 


n videmus in 

bini Ord inatione, ut by the Suffrage of all the 
de univerſæ ſraternitatis Brethren, and of all the 
Sufiragig a ge Epilco- ., Biſhops there preſent. But | 
el denen 247. . therber the Electipn of 
dem upud Cyprian, E- © Biſhop, be aſcribed ro 
7K. 68. $.6. 2.202. the adjoining * 
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or to * People of chat Pariſh, it comes all to 
one and the ſame thing z neither the Choice of 
the Biſnops of che Voiſinage, without the Con- 
ſeat of the People; nor the Election of the 
People, without the Approbation of thoſe Bi- 


ſhops, was ſufficient and valid of it ſelf; bur 
both concurred to a legal and orderhy Promo- 


tion, Which was according to the Example of 


the A poſtles and Apo- 
ſtolick — whoin e W ei- 


the ;ifit(t - Flantation of d d e d, niger 


EAXCYLUOY el. 70 our- 
Churches, Ordained- 7, 3 q ZukA UHU. 8 
Biſhops: am 5 with e, Clan. Roman, 5. 


the Conſent -of the bole 2,0, Corinth, One: Þ oh 


Ghurths : i 7 91156 i 18 0 


Ordination or Inſtallment, ' which» was done i in 
his-own GbutCh by the neighbouring; Biſhops ; 


as Cyprian mentions ſome) Biſhops in his time, 


ho went to!“ 4 Ci 
W e 4 In 2 pfepſ.” Civitate 


called Capſe to inſtall a 5 F 
Biſhop ; «Whither when gde eats, Hi 5 
they were come, they 8. 1. K 7. 
took the Bifhop Elect, | 


and im the preſence! of his Flock, Ordained, or 
luſtalled him Biſhop. of chat Church, by Impo- 


ſirion of Hands, as Sabi- . Epiſcopatus ei defer- 
nus was placed in his retur; & manus ei iĩmpo- 


Niſhopricſi by Prey ape of meretur. aurian, 


| Hands: Therefore For- £71 68. $. 6. 5. 202. 


Quinque Fſendo- epiſ- 
tunatus the Schiſnarcal e _ 


| Biſhopiof Carthage, got rint, & Foxtunatam Hbi 


five Biſhops to *come rand dewemie fus ſocium 
» conſtituerint. Cyprian. 


DOrdain uma Carthage: 01 
=o Nevatian, when Epiſt, 55. 5. 12+ f. 1 


S.. 4 Biſhop being abus elected, and .cou- | 
firmed,)the next gn 5 followed, was his 


* 


ſtalling of a Biſhop Elect, I find not; Three 
. * were {ufficient, as is apparent from the fore- 
cited action of Novatian; whether leſs would 
do, I know not, ſince L-find not the leaſt foot- : 
Reps of it in my Antiquity, unleſs that from 
Wovatian's ſending for, and ferching juſt three 
Biſhops out of er er we ene that Number | 


„ Jaftare viginti quin- Bi 


* 0 
an 


|} 30 The Confitutio | Dilcipline, &c; 
1 he Schiſmatically aſpired 
7 "Emoximes rei ard te · to the Biſhoprick of Rome, 


uc d yesixus 2 of Acute 2 
Tus wharf w ix. that he might not ſeem 


ou Jeaminoy —— pare 


and ſimple Biſhops to come 


m N Hp sd 


ci tte 4 4 to Rome, and inſt all * 1 


rate af. cond 14, e that Biſboprick by in- 


poſition of Hands. 
How many Biſhops were neceſſary to this in- 


to be neceſſary 5. * £ „ ©. 0k ON 


But if there were more than Three, it was : 


not accounted unneceſſary or needleſs ; for the 


tion to the See of Rome, 


. Epiſcopo in Eccleſia ® becauſe he had ferteen 


5 decim Coepilcopis fa- 


5. Epif.52- ny P. 1 19. Biſhops preſent at his Or- 


dination: And for this 


Reaſon it was, that Fortunatus, the Schiſmati- 


cal Biſhop - of Carthage falſely boaſted, That 


there were? Twenty-five 


affuiſſe. 


Epi 
Pre e 55. * 125 ſhort, we have viewed 


Ec } a 
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* 5 * * * 


to leap in Uncanonically, 
Sie ty d , ” wheedled three ignorant 


s preſent at his In- 
4 And thus in 


** e Mechod of 1 An- 


1 


more Biſhops there were preſent at an Inſtall- 
ment, the more did its validity and unexcep- | 
tionableneſs appear: Whence Cyprian argues 
the undeniable Legality of Corneliuss Promo- 


nm A ee 


bus 
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as Cornelius writ to Cy- 


Rome: And * Fortunatus 125 
adviſing Cornelius Biſhop + Ad te Legati à For- 


cients in their Election of Biſhops; we have 


ſhewn, that they were elected by the People, 
approved and inſtalled by the Neighbouring 
Biſhops; on which Ac- „ 


count it. is, that Cyprian Dielecti, ordinati. E- 
calls them Choſen and fit. 41. §. 2. p. 97. 
o 78 3 

$. 6. It may not now be amiſs to mention 


this Cuſtom, that when 8 was thus pre- 
ſented and advanced to a See, 


e immediately 
gave notice of it to other Biſhops, eſpecially 
to the moſt renowned Biſhops and Biſhopricks, 


Tu te Epiſcopum fac- 


prian Biſhop of Carr hage, tum literis nunciares.Cy- 


an Aecount of his being ian, Epiſt. 42. F. 4. P. 99. 


promoted to the See of . 
Rome; betwixt which two Churches, there 


was ſuch a peculiar Intercourſe and Harmony, 
3 as that this Cuſtom was more particularly ob- 


ſerved by them, inſomuch that it was obſerved 


by the Schiſmatical Biſhops of each Church, 
3 Novatian giving no- | 


tice to Cyprian, Biſhop : Venerunt ad nos mif- 
of 3283 of his Pro- HA Novatiano Maximus 


motion to the Church of Gn ba 


of Rome, of his Ad- tunato miſſi. Idem Epift, 
vancement to the Church 35. 5.18. p. 1433. 


of Carthage. 5 * 4 Ap 
S8. 7. Let what hath been ſpoken now ſuffice 


for the peculiar Acts of the Biſhop: We have 


proved, that there was but one Biſhop to a 
Church, and one Church to a Biſhop ; we have 


ſhewn the Biſhop's Office and FunCtion, n 
; ee * * 


2 
« , 
— 


—_ RI _— - . 
ESE" — _— _ IRIS - . 
: * _ : — * — 

— 


| $2 The Conitiuoon, Dilip be 


lowing Chapter. 


". neceſſary to the Conſtitution of a Church. S. 6. i 


each according 
ther advanee or degrade him. In many Con- 
„ 3 troverſies 


and Ordination; what farther to add on this 


Head I know not: For as for thoſe other Acts 
which he performed jointly with his Flock, we 


muſt refer them to another place, till we have 
handled! choſe other Matters which pre viou 


propoſe themfelves unto us: Fhe firſt of whi 


will be an Examination into the Office and Or- 
der of a Presbyter, which, becauſe it will be 
ſomewhat long, ſhall be the Subject of the fol- 


* 
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g 1. The Definition and 2 of a Preſ- 


byter ;, what he was. F. 2. Inferior to 4 Biſhop 
in Degree: S. 3. But equal to a Biſhop in Or- 
der. F. 4. The Reaſon why there were many 
ters in a Church. F. 5. Presbyters not 


When Prebyters began. 


ops. Every one, I ſuppoſe, will readily own 


and acknowledge it. The great Queſtion which | 
hath moſt deplorably ſharpned and ſour'd the 
Minds of too many, is what the Office and Or- 


der of a Presbyter was: About this the World 


hath been, and fill is moſt uncharitably divi- 
ded'; ſome equalize a Presbyter in every thing 


with a"Biſhop ; others as much debaſe him, 
ro their particular Opinions, ei- 


erer f mention Presbyters diſtinct from Bi- 


O01 PEGS 


= 


thereof. 


troverſiss a middle way hath been the ſafeſt, 


perhaps in this, the Medium between the two 
Extremes may be the trueſt: Whether what I 
am now going to fay, be the true flate of the 


Matter, I leave to the Learned Reader to de- 
termin; I may be deceived, neither mine Vears, 
nor Abilities, exempt me from Miſtakes and 
Errors: But this I muſt needs ſay, That after 
the moſt diligent Reſearches, and impartialeſt 
Enquiries, The following Notion ſeems to me 
molt plaulible , and moſt conſentaneous to 
Truth; and which, with a great facility and 
clearnets, ſolves choſe Doubts and Objections, 


W which, according to thofe other Hypotheſes, I 


know not how to anſwer. But yet however, 
I am'not ſo wedded and bigotted to this Opi- 


L nion, but if any ſhall produce better, and more 
= convincing Arguments to the contrary, I will 


nor cotitentiouſly defend, bur readily relinquiſh 
it, ſince I ſearch after Truth, not to promote a 


particular Party or Intereſt. 


Now for the better Explication of this Point, 
I ſhall firſt lay down a Definition and Deſcrip- 
tion of a Presbyter, and then prove the parts 
| Now the Definition of a Presbyter may be 
this: A Perſon in Holy Orders, having thereby 
an inherent Right to perform the whole Office of 4 
Biſhop ;, but being poſſeſſed of no Place or. Pariſh, 
not actually diſcharging it, without t hie Permiſſios 
and Conſent of the Biſhop of a Place or 1 PET 

But left this Definition ſhould ſeem obſcure, 
I ſhall illuſtrate ic by this following Int ance: 
As a Curate hath the ſame Miſſion and Power 
with the Miniſter, whoſe Place he ſupplies; 

2 15 "a ; yer 
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yet being not the Miniſter of that place, he can- 
not perform there any acts of his Miniſterial 
Function, without leave from the Miniſter 
thereof: So a Presbyter had the ſame Order 
and Power with a Biſhop, whom he aſſiſted in 
his Cure; yet being not the Biſhop or Miniſter 
of that Cure, he could not there perform any 
parts of his Paſtoral Office, without the per- 
miſſion of the ®iſhop thereof So that What 
we generally render Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
cons, would be more intelligible in our Tongue, 
if we did expreſs it by Rectors, Vicars, and 
Deacons; by Rectors, underſtanding the Bi- 
ſhops ; and by Vicars, the Presbyters; the for- 
mer being the actual Incumbents of a Place, 
and the latter Curates or Aſſiſtants, and ſo dif- 
ferent in Degree, but yet equal in Order. 
Now this is what I underſtand by a Presby- 
ter ; for the Confirmation of which, theſe two 
things are to be proved. . 3 
I. That the Presbyters were the Biſhops Cu- 


Deer Lo=wcnmw AA pPmAy 2 


= rates and Aſſiſtants, and ſo inferiour to them 11 
in the actual Exerciſe of their Eccleſiaſtical 4 
c ER AE. el 

II. That yet notwithſtanding, they had the 

ſame inherent Right with the Biſhops, and fo b 

were not of a diſtinct ſpecifick Order from * 

them. Or more briefly thus ; WS: = 1; 

1. That the Presbyters were different from | ® 

the Biſhops in grads, or in degree; but yet, B 

2. They were equal to them in Ordine, or . 
| r . 4 | fu 
S 2. As to the firſt of theſe; That Fel- br 
1 ters were but the Biſhops Curates and Aſſiſt- 2 


ants, inferiour to them in Degree, or in the 
8 | __ actual 


* 
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actual Diſcharge of their Eccleſiaſtical, Com- 
miſſion. This will appear to have been, in ef- 
fect, already proved, if we recollect what has 
been aſſerted, touching the Biſhop and his 
Office, That there was but one Biſhop in a 
Chutch ; That he uſually performed all the 
parts of Divine Service; That he was the ge- 
ZW neral Difpoſer and Manager of all things with- 
in his Dioceſs, there being nothing done there 
without his Conſent and Approbation: To 
which we may particularly add, _ 
1. That without the Biſhop's leave, a Preſ- 


I byter could not baptize : Thus ſaich Tertai- 
lian , The Biſhop hath He 

the Right of Baptizang , ene de. 

hen the Predbyters and pes page wy ay e- 
then | Jy & hinc Presbyteri & Dia- 
Deacons, but yet for the coni, non tamen ſine k- 


Honour of the Church, not piſcopi auRoritate prop- 
ter Eccletiz honorem. De 


without the Authority of : HY 
bebe Biſhop and rothe TR * 
ſame Effect, ſaith Jona- + MBE 
tim, It is not lawful for 3 | 
any one to baptize, except Epiſt. ad Smirn. p. 6. 
the Biſhop permit him. e 
2. Without the Biſhop's permiſſion, a Preſ- 
r could not adminiſter the Lord's Supper. 
Iqnatins,, is only ved, du fes. Fus, Ne. 
which 16 performed by the v dem j 5 zo . vd £27- 
Biſhop, or by whom he ſhall 28 un i N eie 
permit; for it i not law= T#*To%iTe 4 lu. mes. 
a for any one to cele- Epift. ad Smirn. p. 6. 
brate the Euchariſt, without leave Hog the Biſhop. 
3. Without the Biſhops Conſent, a Presby- 
ter could not preach ; ng when he did preach, 


- 


he 


4 


7 * The Cotti ſition, / witli; de. 


he al. not chüſe his own Subject, but 4 
courſed on thoſe Matters which were enjoyned 
Ha by the Biſhop,” as 


8 22 —_ "the Biſhop commanded. 
de de Ea. 7 28. Vol. * Deiges" to preach about 


tte Witch of Eudor. 
* Without the Biſhop” 's Permiſſion, a Preſ- 
dier could not abſolve Offenders, therefore 
4 Cyprian * ſeverely chides 
Aliqui de Presby tris, ſome of his Presbyters, 


ee 1 arte becauſe they dared in 


futurum Domini Judi- his abſence, without his 
cium, neque nunc ſibi Conſent and Leave, to 
præpoſitum Epilcopum give the Church's Peace 


escgitantes, quod nun- x 
| quam omnino ſub. PI to ſome e Cri: 


cum contumelia & con- | | 
temptu præpoſiti d Verdis 20 8 yy 85 1. 


P. 29. Vide etiam 20. It. Lo 1.7. Oy $4.46 in 
| 4 . 
But what ned techn up da G6 
| I eder there Was no Eccleſiaſtical Office per- 
formed by the Presbyters, without the Conſent 
and Per miſſion of the Biſno Fir 'So ſays Ionas 
"rims, * Let 5 9 2 * be 
3 5 72 — "dl one's of. E 5 
ved A. Av kal ie ctrns, "without the Biſhop 
BR irn. p. G. * * ver doth any 
2 thing without the know- 
7.0% ee las F the* Biſhop, i 
e NaBorgp Aa- by Po. 
714 «. Iden ibid. 9.7. hed mer of che De- 
Now had the Presb ters had an equal Power 
in the Government of thoſe Churches, wherein 


* 4 
1 ” 


* 


4 and 


they lived, how: could it have been impudent 


«4 
*..F 


$3 * 
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und ufurping in them to haye perfornod the 
particular ats of their Eccleſſaſtical FunCtian, 
Without the Biſhop's Leave and Vonſent? No, 
it - yas not fit or juſt, that any one fhould 
preach, or govern in a Patiſh, without the per- 
miſſion of the Biſhop allo thereof; ſor 
where Churches had heen regularly formed un- 
der the juriſdiction of their proper Biſhops, 
it had been zn unaccountäble Impudence, and 
i moſt dereftible act of Schifm for auy oße, 
tho' nevet ſo legal. y Ordained,” to have entted 

thoſe Päriſheg, and there to have pet formed 
Ecclefiaſtidal Adminiſtrations, without the per- 
miſſion of, or which is all one, in Defiance to 
the Biſhops, or Miniſters thefeof; for though 
'@ Presbytet by his Ordination had as ample an 
* Inherent Right and Power to diſcharge alf Cle- 
rical Offices, 4s any Biſhop in the World had; 


1 


Jet Peace, Unity and Order, oblig' d him not 
to invade that part of God's Church, which 
was committed to another Man's Care, without 

that Man's Approbation and Conſent. | 

So then in this Senſe a Presbyter was infe- 
tiour to a Biſhop in Degree, in that having no 

Pariſh of his own, he could not actually diſ- 
charge the particular Acts of his Miniſterial 

Fund oc, Wicht leave from the Biſhop of a 

Pariſh or Dioceſs i The Biſhops were ſuperiour 
to the Presbyters, in that they were the pre- 

ſented, inſtituted, and inducted Miniſters of 

their reſpective Pariſhes; and the Presbyters 
were inferiour to the Biſhops, in that they were 


but their Curates and Aſſiſtants. LF 

FS. 3. But though the Presbyters were thus 
different from the in Degree, yet they 
„„ „„ 


— 
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were of the very ſame ſpecifick Order with 8 
them, having the ſame inherent Right to per- 
_* form thoſe Eceleſiaſtical Offices, which. the Bi- 
ſhop did, as will appear from theſe three Ar- 
Js. foo. 5 Lap aps 
I. That by the Biſhop's permiſſion they diſ- 
charged all thoſe Offices, which a Biſhop did. 
2. That they were called by the fame Titles 
and Appellations as the Biſhops Were: And, 
3. That they are expreſly ſaid to be of the ſame 
Order with the Biſhops. As to the firſt of theſe, 
That by the Biſhop's permiſſion, they diſchar- 
_ ged all choſe Offices which a Biſhop. did; this 
will appear from tba. 
1. When: the Biſhop ordered them, they 


©. i bs a Gm 


DS A & 09 


preach'd. Thus Origen, in the beginning of 3 
ſome of his Sermons, tells us, That he was 
commanded thereunto by the unde. . 
e e cularly when he preach. 
2 : abour the Witch of Ex- 
Bate. p. 28. Vol. 21. dor; he ſays, The Biſho 
WES 1 commanded him to do it. 
2. By the permiſſion of the Biſhop, . 
PPC 0 DRE... - Fap9 
N 2 writes Tertailian, The 
Hine Presbyteri & Diaco- Biſhop has the Right of 
ni, non tamen five Epiſ- Baprizing, and then the 
7 py 75 at De Bap- Presbyters, but not with- 
bl, gr RR OT OS Re oe 
*%. > the leave of the Biſhop, Presbyters 
_ adminiſtred the Euchariſt, as muſt be ſuppoſed 
1 | in that ſaying of 257. 
eis pee, j A in, * That that Euchu- 
5 4 30 drav- rift only was valid, which 


= N, was celebrated by the Ri- 
dal 8 * | | ſhop, 


AQ A A AWD'O.. vc=n£cOom d x, nn. —_:S> .,SD . fm =. 


\ 
| 


ö 


; Pp 4 q 


of the Pyimlcive Church, 


57 or by one appointed Du, nets wh imoxbre 
by bim; and 165 the Zulu. mule, ad . 
Euchariſi could not be de- e, . 
livered but by the Biſbop, SB Gals. >; 
er by one whom he did prove. : 

4. The Presbyters ruled in thoſe Churches 
to 6 whith they belonged, elſe this Exhortation 
of Polycarpms to the Prepbyrers. of Philippss 
would LO Pane r 55 
* Let t exbyrers be. * ip, ad Philip. ö. . 
tender and 1 856% com- Thus, T. e boi 
paſſionate towards all, re- en 8 2 7 12 e 0 St. 
dkcing thoſe that are in ant Fel 
Errors, viſiting all that are weak, not negligent 
of the Widow and the Orphan, and hum that 'is 
peor; but ever providing what is honeſt in the ſcbe 
of God and Men ;, abſtaining from all Wrath, Re- 
pelt of Perſons, * unright eons Judgment; 


be. 
= 


t; be- 
ing far from Covetouſneſs, not haſtily believing 4 
Report againſt any Man, not rigid in Tudg 2 
knowing that we are all felt „ and obnoxiou to 
Nr „ Hence, 

5. They preſided in Chureh-Conſiftories to- 
gether with the Biſhop,” and compoſed the exe- 
cutive part of the Ecelefiaſtical Court; from 


vn it was called the reihig, becauſe in 


? Probati reſident Se- | 
fe 3942 709. | 


oO 


„ as Tertullian ſays, Fe 


1 1 a e e 4 piores. el. 


- me They had'alfo as Power of ede 


1 2 8 Rogatiauus 
851 uus, 7 « Vid, Cyprian, 711. 38. 


Free ters of Cyprian 838. J. 90. . 
church, 

pf hie Nomination, in the Excommunication of 
ol 1 ; | Ha | certgin 


14 8 


, by his Order' Ger gew with ſome Biſhops : 


a. 


The Conftitution, — ae, 
ti Schiſmaticks of his. Dioceſs.' But of 
both theſe two: Heads, more will be fpoken in 
another place. 
7. Presbyters reſtored returning Penirents, 
to 115 Church's peace. Thus we read in an 
piſtle of Dyanifh 4... Biſhop. of Alexandria, 2 
Tc a. Certain. Offender called 55 Pp 
oaching to the time 
Joh volt fie Diſſeotion, Sent 
* wg Hens 35 for one of . the Presbyters 
Sarl 1 Bile 10 2 him, which the 
S err: dd Fabium An. Precbyrer did, according 
iioch. aptid e 1b. 6. to th Order of bis Biſhop, 
he 9 1 oi who had before commands 
ed, That the Rags ters hou Wer thoſe ho 
were in danger of Death. 120 5 
Presbyters Confirmed, 36 we ſhall moſt 
exigently.prove ,..Wh en we come to treat of 
OSonſſrmation: 00 remark here by the way, 
That in the day of i, there was a hot 
ed de; Whether Thoſe. that were bapti- 
— y Hereticks, and came over to the Catho- 
— Of by Segen ſhquld; by 8 8 
thereof by dand Confirmation, or by 
Wh ofirmation along? Now I would fain know, 
Whether sec . of a See, or * 7 
Biſhop's abode, hich ſometimes. might be | 
peer 4 as 0 ie was ablent two years, a 
Presbyter could not admit a returning Herorick 
to the: Peace-ald Unity of the Churth, eſpeci- 
ally if * conſider their. poßtive Damnation of 
«fl Aue chat died our of the Church 2 If the 
Fred te! id 4. Ren this Trove = — — 
mti af Souls mu ve been 
Tdi d ane Debut go 


[417-5 ». » 2M . Sy FD a 


— 


cr. 


2 
3 


9 


9. As for 


daining, than there are 


the Lord's Supper: 
Pomer 
Firmilian, is conſtituted in 
the Church, where Seniors 


preſide, who have the Pow- 


er —— B PENS 2 Confirm- 
ing, and Ordaining; or 


25 5 may be rendred, a 
perhaps more 


Bapt 115 


-of the „ Primitive Church. 


„ 


aud Grace, faich tia in Eccleſis conſtitu- 


ta ſit ubi præſident ma- 
jores natu, qui & hapti- 
Zandi, & manum impor 
nendi, & ord inandi 


iy 4 7 


$1 


ſhop, . hich, is too cruel-and unjuſt to imagine. 


3 Ordination, I find but little ſa aid 
of this in Antiquity; yet as little as there is, 

there are clearer, Proofs of the Presbyters Or- 

of their adminiſtring | 


1 Omnis poteſtas & gra- 


dent poteſtatem. 


Oprian. Epil. 75. 5 - 6 
Pr 237. FEY 


9 of. Cenfirmin and Or- 
e Senior; Were, i be b 


0 4 tg th ſenſe of 16 «xo 3 Who. hat: the 2 
und N by 2 parallel 


age in Tertullian; 3 


for that place in Tertullian, and this in Firmi- 
lian, are uſually cited to expound one another 


by moſt, Learned 


Now the. paſſage in Ter- 
tullien is th 4 fa the Ee- 
cleſſaſtieal Courts ? ape 


| proves Elders. pre efide : 


ow-by.theſe. approved 


_ Elders, Biſhops and Presbyters, 
rily be underſtond ; becauſe Furtulliah ſpi 
3 of the Diſcipline exerted in one partic ler 
Church or Pariſh, in which there was but one 
Biſhop; and if only he had prefi 
could not have been Elders in the P 

6? 18 vo ere ing ma 


* 
* * 


Men, as 
Dr. 17 and others. - 


Wl the moſt Lea Arned 


2 Primitive Chriſtiani- 
1. Hurt 3, cap. 5, P. 87h 


3, Probati præ de 
5 dpol 5 Hy 


muſt 1928 


then there 
ural Num- 


ny Elders to make out 


EE add the Presbyrers ro 


the 


62 The Conffitution, wikiplins& Kc. | 
he Biſhop, who alſo preſided with him, as we 
mall more fully ſhew in another place. Now 
the ſame that preſided in 'Church-Conſiſtories, 
the ſame alſo ordajned ; Presbyters as well as 
Biſhops preſided in Ch arch-Confiſtories; ; there- 
fore Presbyters as.,well as Biſhops Ordained. 
And as in thoſe Churthes where there 'were 

Presbyters, both they and the Biſhop prefided 
rogether, ſo alſo they Ordained together, both 
laying on their Hands in Ordination, as St. Ti» 
1 nmothy was 78 : 2 

Mm andere wy 7 the laying on of the Han 

«fog elf, vf the 52 tery; that 
I 3 by the Hands of the 

Riſho and Presbyters of that Pariſh where he 
rdained, as is the conſtant ſignification 
of i the word Presbytery, in all T8! ke of 
- the Ancients. Bur, 
Ga | Though as to every till act of the 4 
Biſhop” s Office, it could not be proved parti> 
cularly, tit a Presbyter did diſcharge them 3 1 
yet it would be ſufficient, if we could prov 
that in the general, a Presbyter could, and. 14 did 

perform them all. Now that a presbyter could 
8 9 ſo, and conſequently by the Biſhop's per. 
miſſion did do ſo, will appear from the Exams 
ple of the great Saint Cyprian, Biſhop of C.- 
ans e, who eing exil'd from his Church, writes 
a Letter to the Clergy thereof; wherein he ex. 
| ports and begs them to 
= » Fungamini Mic W ves diſcharg 75 their own And 


ani N , bis office too, that fe no- 
N igentiam defit. Thing might be v 
Ep. + 5 * 88. Bd, kit her to Fi 2 „ Dy 
8 228 * ligence. © much 1 

1 tba 


0 the Primitive Church. 
NE Effect he thus writes them i in N 


etter, Truſting there- 


| fore to your Kindneſs and 


Religion, which I have a- 
1 15 experienced, 1 


exhort 
theſe Letters, that in 


7 ſtead you perform thoſe 


ces which the Eccle- 
22 Diſpenſati n re- 


to the Clergy of the 


nd command you : 


63 


„ Fritus* ergo & dile- 


ctione & Teligione ve- 


ſträ, quam ſatis novi, his 
literis && hortor, & man- 
do, ut vos — vice mea 
fangamini circa gerenda 
ea, quæ adminiſtrat io te- 
lig ioſa 1 if * 
S: 2. 5. 17. 


quires. And in a Letter written upon the ſins 
Occaſion, by the Glergy of the.Church of Rome, 
hurck of Carthage, we 


find theſe Words towards the beginning there- 
of, * And ſince it is in- 


cumbent upon us, who are 
as it were Biſhops, to keep 


the Flock in the room of 


the Paſtor. If we ſhall be 
Yound negligent,” it ſhall be 


ſaid unto us, as it was ſaid 


to our careleſs preceeding 
a Riſhops, in Ezekiel 34. 3,4. 
That we looked not after 


that which was loſt, we did 
uot correſit him that wan. 
nor bound up him 


dered, 
| that was tame, but ive did 


eat their Milk, and were 
covered with 16055 Mooll. 


4 Et cum incumbat no- 
bis qui videmur p 

ſiti eſſe, & vice paſtoris 
cuſtodĩre gregem, ſi ne- 


gligentes inveniamur,di- 


cetur nobis quod & an- 
teceſſoribus - noſtris di- 
ctum eit, qui tam negli- 
gentes præpoſiti erant: 
quoniam perditum non 
requiſivimus, & erran- 
tem non correximus, & 
2 nou colligavi- 

& lac eorum ede- 
— 9 & lahis eorum 
bye po Apud Cy- 


ITY IN 7 T. Px. 


So that the Presbyters were as it were Biſhops, 
that in che Biſhop's Abſence kept his Flock, 
and iu his ſtead performed all thoſe Ecclefiaſti- | 


cal O 


Which were incumbent: on him. 


1-Now then if che en could fopply the 


39 
11 4 


place 


N 3 WW 24 1 v, & c. 
6 The Canllitution, Diſcipline, 8c: 
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charge all choſe Offices, to which a Biſhop had 


been obliged, if he had been preſent. it natu- 


rally follows that the Presbyters could diſ- 


. Charge every particular Act and Part thereof. 
II I ſhould ſay, ſuch an one has all the Senſes 


of a Man, and yet alſo aſſert that he cannot 


ſie, I ſhould be judged a Self. contradictor in 


that Aſſertion; for in affirming that he had all 


the Human Senſes, 1 alſo affirmed, that he.ſaw, 
| becauſe, Seeing is one of | thoſe, Senſes. For | 
_ whatſoever is affirmed of an Univerſal, is af» | 


firmed of every one of its Particulars. So when 
the Fathers ſay, that the Presbyters. performed 


| the whole Office of the Biſhop, it naturally en- 
ſues, that they Confirmed, Ordained, Baptized, 
1 ro: thoſe are Particulars of that Uni- 

3 verlal. „„ | 1 | 


1 // ROT DE ROOTS. 
But now from the whole we may collect a 
ſolid Argument for the Equality of Presbyters 


with Biſhops as to Order; for if a Presbyter 
did all a Biſhop did, what difference was there 


between them ? A Biſhop preached, baptized 
and confirmed, ſo did a Presbyter. A Biſhop 


did a Presbyter; the particular Acts of their 


" Office was the ſame; the only difference that 
was between them was in Degree; bur this 


| proves there was none at all in Qr der. r 
2. That Biſhops and Presbyters were of the 
| ſame Order, appears alſo, from that originally 


|. they had one and the ſame Name, each of 
them bel 


A . indiſſerently ealled Biſhops gr.Preſ- 
byters;; Hence le 
= . a6 


ſever 


I —niD ß were a cok rea co = 


excommunicated, abſolved-and ordained, ſo did 
2 Presbyter ; Whatever a Biſhop did, the ſame 


te we read. in the Sacred Writ of 


| | 3 the Þ | nds N . 

cal Gow ig in one particular Char, ens 
Bu] 2 Epheſus, and 14 5 
D 1 that is, the Bi- rota 20. Ae, 
ſhops esbyters of > Rankin Emexomny:” 1. Phil. 1. 
thoſe, arc ES, 


# 


Romanus ſometimes. mentions many Biſhops in 
I E of Corinth, — om at 7 chad 9 
calls by the Name o* Presbyters, vſing thoſe 
= Terms as Synonimous Titles and Appella- 
„Ton haue obeyed, 4 
he, hoſe that ers : 3 25 if. 7 e 
ſet over "You, mis ö * i Wed": & 
var, and Let ws revere  * Widen, * 
eee 
vs, nap, Which are: the Ae 8 


ar preſidin aRcauifay. | 
. Ca 25 a 2 on” 1 
8 the A 1 

Fred *to. be 2 om ſhories: 75 ond 

2 ters, and whom in 

8 8 * Nie *' Thidem, 5. 18. 

a or Biſhops. The ſecond Line after he calls 

eee, or Presbyters. So Polyrarp 


and. Deacons, under the name of Presbyters in- 


cCluding. boch Biſhops. and Prieſts, as we now 


Salt them. | A. 
The fieſt that Fay theſe Chuxch-Offcers. 4 

by dhe diftioct Terms of Biſhops 3 3 
ters, was Tuscia, uho lived in the: 2 


W eee 


an 


were afcerwards Fog netiy BY "ad Claniaens ; 


bn the. oy yet theſe-in another place he b 
Fer Off, N Th nei. lit tes: 


exhorts 
the Philippians to be ſabject to their Progtars 
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- Miniſter who was the more immediate Over- 


ſeer and Governour of his Pariſh ; and that of 
esu, Elder or Presbyter, to him who 
had no particular Care and. Inſpection of a 
Pariſh, but was only an Aſſiſtant or Curate to 
2 Biſtop that had; the word S,, or Bi- 
_ ſhop, ring a Relation to a Flock or Cure, 
resume; or Pretbyter, ſignifying only a Pow- 
er or an ability to take the bt e of ſuch a 
Flock or Cure; the former implying an actual 
diſcharge of the Office, the latter a power [ ſo 


co do. 


1 Terms to each of thoſe perſons, 


This Diſtinction of Titles arifing from the 
difference of thei EL 8 which we 
find firfi mentioned in Ignatius, was generally 
. followed by the * in Fathers, who for 
the moſt part diſtinguiſh between Biſhops and 

 Presbyters ; though ſometimes according tq 
* the primitive Uſage they indifferently apply 


Thus on the one hand the Titles of Presby- 
ters are given unto Biſhops; as /renens in his 
S e, Epiſtle, twice calls Anicetus, Pim, : 

Accus, affen“ and Xiſtus Biſhops of Rome, 

7 at ld. p fegen, or Prezby- : 

ap. 24 5 F- ters. And thoſe * Biſhops 
| dre 8 cecledt ſunt — 4 — * * 

| yet — qui cum fron immedliat: N 
5 fione, * Apoſtles, he 2 the 
Ce. lib. a. capt N. Pręesbyters in the Church; 
50 whom Clemens Altxandrinus in one: Line | 

culls che k 4 _ a certain — Pony not far from 
,_ ' Epbeſus,a tew Lines alter 
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* on * — other hand, the Tides of f Tides 
are aſcribed to Presbyters, as one of the Diſ- 
cretive e * 4 Biſhop. is Paſtour. 
Yer Cyprian alſo calls his 1 
7 7 the Paſtors 11 8. 2 . His. 

of the Flock. Another x | 
was that of Preſident, or one ſet over the 
2 Yer Dir alſo calls his Presbyters 

Preſidents, or ſet over 

the People. The Biſhops _ wa Prepolit, "es 
were alſo called Rectors or Rulers. E Origen 


calls the Presbyters * the 
Governours of the People. „ Aggeslle 4% Nad. Com 


And we find both Bi- new! 2 ed 00 
ſhops. and Presbyters in- 4 
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or Prelates, by SOS. 
prian, in this his Exhor- 4 Et « cum ombes mn ino 
tation to Po onins,* And diſciplinam tenere Pr. 


. teat, multò mag is 
if all muſt. obſerve. the Di nos 83 4 


vine . ine, how much rare hoc fas eſt, qui ex. 
more the \Preſidents emplum & documentuin 
and | Deacon do it, 22 2 2 3 
by thei? Converſation mori vis > 
1 muſt 227 4 gj!Ej Epi . e 
| Example to others? _ 

Now if the ſame Ap ——haica of a ching 105 | 
a good Proof for = WET of its Nature, 
then Biſhops and Presbyters muſt be of the 


ſame Order, becauſe they had the ſame Names 
and Titles. Suppoſe it was diſputed, whether 
a Parſon and Lecturer were of the ſame Order, 
would not this ſufficiently. prove the Affirma- 
tive ? That though for ſome Accidental R.. 


| 90 * ehe diſtinguiſhed | in on Ap» 
pellarions, 


cluded under. the common Name of Freſidents 2 
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| petletion yet igen and freq 4 the 
Were non, by one and the ſame: Ny why The 
ſame it is in chis Cafe, though for ſome eontin- 

&1 | as and ad ventitious Reaſons Bifhops and'Preſ- 
byters were diſeriminated in their Titles, yet 


| originally they were. always, and ' afterwards 


; fomerimes, called by one and the fame Appel- 
lation; and'thefefore'we may julily deem them 
to be one and the lame Ofdel an 
But if this Reaſon be not thought" coge rb 
Hough, the Third and läſt will asd 
580 ont of doubr, and moſt clearly-evince 
2 It entity or Samenets of Biſhops and Pref- 
h —— as to Order; And that is, that it is ex- 
preſly ſaid by the Ancients, That chere were 
Tr o diſtinct Ecclefiaſtical Orders, v. Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons, or Presbyters aud — 
and if there were but theſe two, Presb 
cannot be diſtinct from Biſhops, for then 


the 


would be three. Now that Keie ec dee | 


Orders, vis. Biſhops" and Deacons," is plain 
krom chat Solden Ancient Remain of Clemens 
: Romanus,,' Wfferein he 
ago 3 thus" writes," * Jo the 
5 Sens, , Country aud Cirier where 
1 0 2. the Apoſtles preached; they 
A ne thei? Fr fr Con- 


* Metin? 
_ 


& 
Sanni, 2 


2 e, Fug 8 
ads Ne 


27 


© cops, over thofe who ſhould 


en duTey oy eee Ages aft it was 2 * 


is wad e Punt their Bibopo n 
i 1 | 5 e 2 


N verts for 10% ps ard Vea. 


cen ' Nor were theſe 
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* ee Orders new ;, for for many 
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8 N their Deacons i in Faith.” "Tk 2 
of Seripture which is here quoted, is in % 


60. 17. Iwill make thine Officers. peace, and thine 
| Exattors righteouſneſs. Whether it is rightly 


plyed, is not my buſineſs to determin. That 


but two Orders inſtituted by the Apollles, VILA 
Biſhops and Deacons, which Clemens ſuppoſes 
were prophetically promiſed long before : And 
this is yet more evidently aſſerted in another 
paſſage of the ſaid Clemens a little after, "ou 


he ſays, that the Apo- 
fes fereluf Aalen lub yes 


Chriſt, that er n Teas g GHTH 
Contention would ariſe a> inoua]&- mhs, eee, 


bout the Name of Epiſto- ; Pre 5 io 10 7h ati 

, and therefore being 

cndnalt with a perfect fore- 

knowledge, appointed the 

2 eſa Officers, viz. Bi- 
ops 


left Ao manner of their vew Tv XBlupJlas dorux. 
Succeſſion deſcribed, that . «000 
fo when they died, other approved Men might ſuc- 


cetd them, and reform their Office. So that there 
were only the Two Orders of Biſhops and Dea» 
cons inſtituted by the Apoſtles. And if they 


ordaitied but thoſe Two, I think no one had 
ever a Commiſſion to. add a Third, or to ſplic 
One into Two, as muſt be done, "if we ſepa- 
rate the Order of Presbyters from che Order 


of Biſhops : But that when the Apoſtles ap- 
poitited the Order of Biſhops, Presbyrers were 
included therein, will manifeftly appear from 


the Induction of thoſe fore-cited Paſſages in 


Clement $ | 


through our did 7% xueks ies: no 
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that 1 obſerve from hence is, that there were | 


and Deacons, and T nes bst dr 
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 Clemens's Epiſtle, and his drift and deſign there- 
by, which was to appeaſe and calm the Schiſms 
and Factions of n Members in the 


Church of Corinth, who deſigned to depoſe 


their Presbyrers ; and that he might diſſuade 
them from this violent and irregular Action, 
amongſt other Arguments he propoſes to them, 
that chis was to thwart the Deſign and Will of 
God, who would that all ſhould live orderly 
in their reſpective places, doing the Duties of 
their own Stations, not invading the Offices 
and Functions of others; and that for this end, 
that all octaſions of diſorderlineſs and confu- 
fon might be prevented, he had Inſtituted Di- 
verſities of Offices in his Church, Wen 
every Man to his particular Work, to which 
he was to apply himſelf, without violently leap- 
ing into other Mens places; and that particu- 
larly the Apoſtles foreſeeing through the Hol 
Spirit, that contentious and unruly Men ST 


irr=gularly aſpire to the Epiſcopal Office, by 


the Depoſition of their ' lawful Presbyters; 
therefore that ſuch turbulent Spirits might be 
repreſſed, or left inexcuſable, they ordained 

Biſhops and Deacons where they preached, and 
deſeribed the manner and qualifications of their 
Succeſſors, who ſhould come after them when 
they were dead and gone, and be rever'd. and 

obeyed with the lame Reſpect and Obedience 

as — before were; and that therefore they 
were to be condemned as Perverters of the Di- 
vine Inſtitution, and Contemners of the Apo- 
ſtolick Authority, who dared to degrade their 


| j a Presbyters, who had received their Epitcopat 


Authority in an immediate Succeſſion from "of 
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Bishops; For to what end ſhould (Clemens ex- 
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Ne: ſtles theinfelves. 12 

s was the true Reaſon for which n 

10 85 Paſſt iges were ſpoken, which clearly 

5 that Presbyters were included under 
the Title of Biſhops, or rather that they were 


Hort the "Schifmatical Corinthians to obe their 


r . 
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Presbyters, from the conſideration of the Apo- 
ſtles Ordination of Biſhops, if their * Presbyfers 


Had not been Biſhops ? 


But that the Order of Presb veers was the 
ſime with the Order of Biſhops, 
W alſo from that place of breneus, where, he Ex- 
korts us 10 withdraw 


from thoſe Preb ers, who 
ſerve their Litſts;' and ha- 
ding not the Fer of Cod 
in their hearts, contenmn 
hers, aud art lifted up 
with 'the | Dignity of their 


; firſt Seffion';, but to adbere 


to thoſe bs keep the Do- 
Grine of th Apoſtles, and 


with their Presbyterial Or- 


der ts inofftnſ#08, and ex- 
wy in ſound Doctrint, 


— i holy Chnverſation, 


tothe Information and Cor- 


rection of others ; for ſuch 
Prebyters the Church edu 
Cates, and of whom the 
Prophet faith; I mill give Pf 
thee Princes in Peace; and 


8 8 in — 2 


13 no 


will appear 


* 1 Pregbyteri C , 
viunt fuis rol au 
8 nan” præponunt timo- 
rem. el in cordihus lus. 
is, ſed contumelizs.agunt. 1 
relic ugs, & en 
con eſllonis tumors at 
funt— ab omnibus igitur 
talibus abſiſtere oporter, 
adherere vero his, qui & 
Apoſtolorum ſicut pr 
diximus, doctrinam cu- 
ſtogiunr, & cum Presby= 
terii Ordine Sermonem 
ſamim, & Converſativ- 
nem fine offensa ptæſtant 
ad informationem & cor- 
rectionem reliquorum — 
Tales Presbyteros nurrie | 
Eceleſia, de quibus 
Propheta ait, & dabo 
principes tuos in pace, 

& Epiſcopos tuos in ue u- 
Aiitia. Li hs 644. 5.278 . 


Now 
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jidntion, Dilgiphine,. Sc.. 

Na theſe K. Biſhops - are 

. ANN d not take much pains to prove 
eee ha wer 9 * it; the 


| gehen, and 
the, Appl pplication -, — Text of of Vaiab unto 
early evigges it. No one cap deny but 
18 there were, Rilhops, that is, that they were 
be in degree to other Presby ters; or, a8 
, Ryles is, i honoured with the frſt 

on ; but gh he alſo ſays, that they were got 
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9 being of ihe Presbyterial 
2 9 n e ves boch Wings $64 Pres- 
: 3 B54 * 


To this Teffimony of 1 1 ſhall 3 
Wh. f . Mlexendrivus, who tho he 
500 A d . mentions the Freceſoro 
td * e Bilbops, echter; 

| * ater buſegnr, Deatonꝶ from wh ne 
7 dey, fie uae dc! conclude the Biſhops Su- 


ene Mens. reine periority of Order; yet 
5 Ts the . {pbſequent Words 
Be we oi) my: Evidently. declare, that 
WG ws Ter Ig ir uk be. meant only of 
i 78 wa 1 s: Degree, aud chat as to 
| Kian ne, oy Y HENeus N. Order they BELT. One aud 
8 * {i 25 ately adds, That thoſe 


„„ Glory, and 
oY. Skromat, }Ib.6. . 2 the; Seriprnxed. ſay, tbey 


wait fun, mho reading in 
25 Hep. of the Apoſtles; live in the perfection on 
5%; oi Right n 3 * theſe; the Apoſtle 
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þ udgmeticig" over, ſhall have their Gtorz 
of thar go ck — . hey. ſhall 


Ars alive, 
td remain, moll be cabgttt up gener with 
them i Slouds, to meet the Lord in the 


9 * 
ber? 


Air, and To? al we ever 8e with che Lotd) 
2 "and there . D. Deacins cy and * ben a | 
 Fording to the ay of next ſtation , Gly, 
6 be admitted into the Presbytary; for Glory differs 

from G NT they cre perfet# may. 
Jlory 

c Paſſage there are two thin 9 whi h 
tnanifeft; that there were but tWo E& Eccles 
Orders, (Py Bi iſhops and Deacons, 0 by- 
ters and Dencons; z the firſt is, that hay 15 that 
thoſe Orders were reſembled b y the” A 155 
Orders. Jo the Seriptüre Wem fen 
*. of * Angels, viz.” Anchangels and A 

eſs preſiding over the Angel 6 rug 

le Obeying and attendipg on the Song 
According to this reſemblance there 
7 be but Two Ecclefiaſt ical Ox- 
ders in the iv Church, which are Biſhops or Preſ- 
byters preſiding and governing, with the * 4 
tons attending and obeying.” 'The other 

bf this Paſſage; "which proves but two Eet 
aſtical Orders; is his Hkening of them to The 
progreſſive Glory of the Saints, who at the 
Judgment Bay Thall be cazipht.up in the Clouds, 
and'rhereſhall firft as Degcons attend and wait 
on Chriſt's Judgment. Seat, and then; ra 


cri 


Fed, in being. laced on the Celeſtial T 95 


ber ever be Relt aud happy. i 
. A. he Bye 12 6 Ne N N 
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er. were * — two Orders of 
1 F pesby ters, the former whereof 
5 E the inferjour Order, PIs far at their 
_ :- ccleſiaſtical nente büt like Servants 1 
* . — Dp miniſko- latter, WhO ! fat down 2 

rum ejus, Diaconorum, 22 vejre, or Seats in the 


. — A hs Fo 
e e ee form e e Samir 


div ino miniſterio: b whence they , are. L 
mil. 8 in Cantic. Cuntie. N eats, 20 4 

Yes byte r, Ur 4 4072 Y | 

"#3 dic os 55 "Th the 7 L xesbytery yr in g 

* Seſſion he that was 


TY e peculianly,che Bi- 

Mop or Miniſter of N Prill, lat at the Head 
oF, he Semicirl, on a Seat ſomewhat elevated 
1 4% Wai above thoſe of his Coi- 
25 80 p. 64. 77 4 * leagues, as Cyprian calls 
i 1 4s nerd them, and fo was diſtin- 
4 withed from them yr his Prioricy in the ſame 
rder,. but not by his being of another Order. 
T _ foreſaid Clemens Alexandrinus diſtin- 
. Biſhop from the Presbyters, by his 
eing advanced to the aum de, or the firſt 
Seat in the Presbytery, not by his ſieting in a 
iS: Seat Ou: hem : For thus he writes, 
ang. 6 He is in truth 4 Presby- 
Ty6of BT. ver F the Church, and 4 
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not ordainei hy Men, ur eff mel juſt, e EC 
presbyter, but 5 becauſe juſt aſt. therefore recerord 1 

to the Presbyteryz ere be not Vononrel 
with the firſt Seat en Earth, : yer” all beruft et 
down on the Twent 77 and Four Thrones," ments ne 
in the Revelations, judging "the Pro ole.” 80 5 that” 


Gadd "ey "YE 


both Biſhops and 'Pres pore ere Fo” 
the ſame W only the iſlivp was * 
vanced to the firſt and chiefeſt Sea 8 25 


which is the very fame with * come no 
from proving, 'v/z;, That Biſhops and Pres TT 
ers were Equal in Order, bit Different in Be. 
= gree; Thar the former were the Miniſtets o. 
cheir reſpective Pariſhes, and the latter 12 u- 
5 rates or Aſliſtants. 15 nen Tr I 4 5 
Whether this hath been fully pro d. 


r 
whether the precedent Quotations do i 
conelude the Premiſes, the Learned Reader Will 
eafily determine. ' am not conſcious chat : 
babe ſtretched any Words beyond their natural 
© Sipnification,” having deduced from them no- 
1 thn but What they fair imported: If 1905 4 
5 miltakep, 1 hope I ſhall be, pardoned, ſince 1 
© did it not defi ety or voltntarily F "As ore 
ſo now I profeſs again: that if any ere e 
ſo kind and obliging to give me better Informa 
tion, 1 ſhall thankfully and willing gl ack. 
ledge and quit mine Erlof- butt at! fore 
mation be given, and the falſity of my Fele 
Opinion be evinc'd; ( bhich after the im Parcidhe 
elt and narroweſt” Enquiry; {F fee nor how Wir ein 
be done) I hope no one il be offended? t Ad 
| have W «ry Equality or Identity of th 87 
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their place when the 
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when dead. 3 
e 1. fay out, mont Sten e wers Fare 
niff a0 with, 199 9 Pekapte * nl Yr 
eſpecially thoſe ur ches WII 1 
planted, where either the by 
ties of the elievers were Th 
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tial to the i of'a 4 Church 4 Wy 
might be without them, as well 77 a: Pariſh 

be the 3 1 e ng! . K. Was f. üffieient ths 5 
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ab and 550 % after his Death. For as Ti#s 


tullian arten, Where 1 Ubi Eccleſiaſlici Ons [7 
there a e Ra © 1 dinis non eſt conſeſſus, 
the Biſh ſhop alone ni g gffert, & tingit S4- 
1 the 2 Sacraments « Lerdos, 2 elt ibi. ſolus. 
Ba. - bot. 7. 4 ad Mira, 55 
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; to me it ſeems plain, that their Office was even 


in the Apoſtolick Age, tho' by their Names 
they were not diſtinguiſhed. from Biſhops till 
mv after. The firſt Author now extant, 

who diflinctly mentions Biſhops and Presbyters, 


iy  Jenatins — of Antioch, who lived in the 
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1 of the Second — — But without 
25 re his time, even in the days of the 
? Fes les, where Churches incteaſed, or were 
ewhat large, there were mote in Holy Or- 
; dere on the iſho s of thoſe Churches. We 
Ein 6 the New. eſtament of the Biſhops cf 
4 9020 Ws, "Atts 20. 28. and Philippe, Philip. 1. 1. 
Which muſt: be underſtogd of What was aſter- 
4 5 diſtinctly called Biſhops 1 1 3 
Solikewiſe we lead in St, Timor h Tim . 1. 
of a Presbytery, Which i in all l the \ 9 4 of q 
we Fathers, for an thing Ican find to the con- 
9005 ee y4ignif 85 the Biſhop and preſ- 
 bHyrers fa 71 ar. Church or Pariſh, And 
to This we ma What Clemens Ale randrinus 
Þ Reports of $. hm, that he went into the 
j Tre neighbouring | Provinces 
**0r is ane i * of Epheſus, ? ' Partly that 2 
were, de 5 Baa S. % might conſtitute Biſhops, 
. ee fo of * partly that he might Mont | 
OS wi ade ien Churches, and partly (M 
Apud Eu. that he mi WF app oint fach 5 
- #7 yr F: ap. 23. p. in the number of Naht Cler- 
i: SPIT OI 2, 4s as ſhould bt command- 
+ ed hin hy the. Holy Ghoſt, 
Where * the Word Clergy, being oppos'd to 
Biſhops, and fo conſequently: different from 
them, muſt be underſtood either Deacons alone, 
| which i is far more * probe an 5 
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ed againſt. Humane Learning, but condemned by 
_ Clemens Alexandrinus. S. 11. Thoſe. that 
wre to he Ordain d Presbyters, generally paſs d 
_. thro the. Inferiour Offices. $. 12. Nhen to be 
ordained, propounded to the People for their Ai. 
teſtation. F. 13. Ordain d in, but not to A par. 
 Ficulgr Church. F. 14. Ordain d by the Impoſi- 
tin af Hands of the Presbytery. §. 15. The 
. Concluſion of the firſt Particular, concerning the 
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and Office of the Deacons. F. 2. 


fiſts, and Leſtors; thro' thoſe Offices the Bi. 


1 pops gradually aſcended to their Epiſcopal Dg- 


nity. F. 4. Of Ordi ion. Firſt, of Dea- 


Fans. F. 5. Next of Hrestyters; the, Cand;- 
Aates for that Office preſented themſelveg to-the 
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Presbytery. of the. Paxiſh where they were Or- 


Aained. I. 6. By them examined about Four 
Qu alifications, VIZ, Their 4 Age. 4 8. 7. Their 
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_ * Condition in the Morld. S. 8. Their Converſa- 
Pon, F. 9. And their Underſtanding." Hu- 


ant Learning needful. §. 10. Some Inveigh- | 
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1. N TExt to the Presbyters were the Dea- 
LN ;cons, concerning whoſe, Office and 


®» The "0 
2 theſe two - Ai s, A fooking ſte the 
t, and an atfendance at the Lord's Table. 
s for the Care of the 8. Origen tells us, 
= 5 the T Deacons" diſpen- 
2 — Ae = £ ed to them the 3 2 
ee n Wen Moench, bei D employed 
. 443. Vol 1. under the "Biſhop to in- 
pect and reſieve all the 
| ra thels Dioteſe : As for their At- 
ance at the Lord's Table, their Office with 


: | _ reſpect to that, conſiſted in preparing 3 the Bread 


Wine, in cleanſing the Sacramental Cups, 
and other ſuch like neceſſary things; whence 
CB V9 they e are called by Igua- 

P ? Deacon of Meats 
E98. l SOR Tio andiCups, alfi ing alfo, in 
I | ſome places at leaſt, the 
Biſhop 8 Provbyters in the Celebration of the 
Evchariſt,? 15 9 fol 
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Bs 0% ſer e. nicaits. They alſo preach- 
* bu. Jul. artyre . ed, of which, more. i a- 
A 5108. 2. p. 97. notber place; and in che 


ptiſmum dandi ha- N Ae of the. Bi ſhop : 
2 4 Prevbyters bat tized. N 


TR de * 3 W wa word, m#ccordi ing to : 


her jus e, dehine.- 
resbyteri & Diaconi, - 
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ca 7 he fignification- of- their 
| ©: Name, they were as 77- 


e Aſi en, 3 
Fog: * ar natius calls them, * the 


3 p. 48. Churches Servantss. ſet a- 


part on purpoſe to ſerve 
| God, and atten on their Buſineſs, being con- 
ſtituted, as Exſebius terms 
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mentioned: 2 — 8 * 
— 2 7 Hypodiaconum Opta- 5 
cds As the Of- 4 98 24; 9 5 
, fice of the Presbyters was pud Euleb; "ib. 6. 
to aſſiſt and help the Bi- B. . 21 
mops, ſo theirs was fo 
alſik and help the Drarens. And as the 8 
[ters — the ſame Order with the Biſhop, 
ſo probably the Subdepeons were of the ſume 
Order with the Deacons, which may be gather- 
ed from what we may ſuppoſe to have been the” 
Otigin and Riſe of theſe 'Subdeatoris, wilt” 
might be this; That in no Church whatſoever, 
was it uſual to have more than Seven L Beacon, 4 
becauſe that was the original Number inſtitute 
by the Apoſtles; Wherefore when any Get” 
grew ſo great and numerous, that this ſtinted 
Numbers of Deacons was not ſufficient to dif- 
chargs their neceſſary Miniſtrations, that they 
might not ſeem to ſwerve from the Apoltolical, 
Example, they added Aſſiſtants to the Deacon 
whom they called · Subdeacons or Under Da- 
cons; who:were-employed by the Head ot Chief 
Deacons, to do thoſe Services in their ſtead and 
room to 2 by their Office, they were o- 
bliged. But whether this be a ſufficient Argu- 
ment to prove the Subdeacons to be of the ſame 
Order with the Deacons, I ſhall not determine, 
becauſe this Offioe being now antiquated, it is 
12 very pertinent to my Deſign, I only offer it 
_ to. the Gonſiderarion" of the Learned, who have | 
Wil and Ability to ſearch into it. 
83. Beſides thoſe forementioned Orders, who 
were immediately conſetrated to the Service of 
Ae, and by him commiſſion d theroungo, there 
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a Diſcourſe of the Lector for another place; on- 
ly in general, theſe. were Candidates for the 
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employed about the meaner Offices of the 
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6. p, 87. 
2 ih wh ir. Lectors, whoſe Offices, 
batus. Firmil, atud becauſe they are now 
. 10. p. 238. diſuſed, except that of 
ectores conſtitu- the Lector, I ſhall-paſs 


over in ſilence, reſerving. 


Miniſtry, who by the due diſcharge of theſe 
meaner Employs, were to give Proof of their 


Ability and Integrity, the Biſhops in thoſe days 


not uſually arriving — —— to that Dighit 
and Honour; but commonl 145 beginning wit 
the moſt inferiour Office, and ſo gradually pro- 


_ ceeding: thro' the others, till they came to the 
ſupreme - Office of all, as Cornelins Biſhop of 


Non iſte ad Epiſcopa · 7 h 
tum ſubito pervenit, per eaß into the 
omnia — offi=. Throne, but rt paſſed 
cia promotus — ad Sa- thro all the Eceleſu picat 


"Rome, Did not > thr 
piſcopat 


cerdotii ſublime faſligi⸗ Offices, gradually: aſcend- 


um cunctis Religions | ae Sublime: 
gradibus aſcendir. C i- 9 to that 6 | 
an, SPIE. 8. 4. l. 77. The Church i int oſe 


14 happy, days, by ſuch a 


long Tryal and Ex perience, ung all poſſible Pre. 
caution and, Exactneſs, that none but fit and | 


qualify'd Men ſhould be admitted into thoſe Sa- 


cred Functions and Orders, which were atten- 
ded with ſo dreadful and tremendous a Charge. 


And this now brings me in the next place, to 


enquire into the Manner aud Form of the Primi- 
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in this place, ſince I ſhall find none more pro- 
for it throughout this whole Treatiſe. 
8. 4. As for the various Senſes and Accepta- © 
tions which may be put on the Word Ordinati- 
an, I hall tot at all meddle with them; that 
Ordination that I ſhall-ſpeak of is this, the Grant 
of a Peculiar Commiſſion and Power, which re- 
mains indelible in the Perſon to whom it is com- 
mitted, and can never be obliterated or raſed 
out, except the Perſon himſelf cauſe it by his 
Hereſie, Apoſtacy, or moſt extremely groſs 
and ſcandalous Impiety. Now this ſort of Or- 
dination was conferred only upon Deacous and 
Presbyters, or on Deacons and Biſnops, Preſ- 
byters and Biſhops being here to be conſider'd 
as all one, as Miniſters of the Church- Univer- 
ſal. As for the Ordination of Deacons, there 
is no great Diſpute about that, ſol ſhall ſay no 
more concerning it, than that we have the man- 
ner thereof at their firſt Inſtitution in Act,. 8. 
Which was, that they were Ordained to their 
Office by Prayer and Impoſition of Hands. 
F. J. But as for the Ordination of Presby- 
ters, I ſhall more diſtinctly and largely treat of 
che Mavner and Form thereof, which ſeems to 
/// an fr er, 
Whoſoever deſired to be admitted into this 
Sacred Office, he firſt propoſed himſelf to the 
Presbytery of the Pariſh where he dwelled and 
was to be Ordained, deſiring their Conſent to 
his deſigned Intention, praying them to confer 
upon him thoſe Holy Orders which he craved. 
Joy we may ſuppoſe his Petition was to the 
whole Pregbytery, becauſe a Biſhop alone could 
not give thoſe Holy Orders, as is moſt evidene. 
. 130 1 
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B ee, ee bt thee der 
vithou ali pedies and Conſent of his Pregby- 
„ Which one would be apt to think was no 
t Uſurparion; he takes hows pains * — 
1 55.) to juſtiſie and excuſe 
$.'6.. Upon this Application of the 
for the Miniſtry, the Presbytery took it in- 


to their "Conlideration,” debated his Petition 


in their Common Coun- 

Fara: 2 os and proceeded to'ex- 
wk * e amine | whether he had 

- .': _ thoſe Endowments and 

* "Ee which were requiſite for that Sa- 
cred Office,” What thoſe Gifts and Qualificati- 
ons were, touching which he was examined, 


may be reduced to theſe Four Heads, his Age, 
his Condition. in the World, his Converſation, 


and his Underſtanding. | 
As for his Age; It was neceſfary for kiln to 


bave lived 24 time in the World, to have 


been of a ripe and mature Age ; for they or- 
dained no Novices, or young'Strij plings': Thar 
was the Practice of the E — whom 
Tiwtullian jeers and opbraids with Ordainin; 
7 Nunc Neqphytos con- ” Raw and Unexptriens 
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to confer Orders on none, but on ſuch a8 were 
well firicken in years; obſerving herein the 
Apoſtolick Ganon in 1 Tim. 3. 6. Not a N» 
the Condemnation of the Devil. But yet if any 
young | Mau. was endued with extraordinary 
Grace and Ability, che fewneſs of his Years 
was no Obſtacle to his Promotion, chat being 
ſuperſeded by the Greatneſs of his Merit; as 
Fey in che caſe of Aur elius in Cyprian, Who 
for bis enen Courage. 10. Feger novel 
and. ?. Excellency, Was 9 Merebatur —Clerice: 
graced with Eccleſiaſtical Ordination is gtadus & 
Order 8: And ſuch an e hg 8 
one, I ſüppoſe, was the ang >; ed GP ert 
Biſhop of . in nn 5 EI | 
the times of Ignatius, which gave occaſion to 
that Exhortation, to the People of that Dio-: 
5 ceſe, nat to deſpiſe their a 4 — 4 $92.7 . thts 9 
Biſhop's Age, but to yield. M YN 6% d, i 
Ee RTTRS pondegy” worthy; 1 ne Þ 
- © phe. Enat. Bpiſt. 
dition in che World; he 


was nat ta he entangled with any mundane Af- 
fairs, hut to be free from all ſecular Employ- 
ments, and at perfect Liberty to apply himſelf 
Wholly to the Duties of his Office and Function. 
This alſo was founded: on that other Apoſtolick - 
e man that warreth, , ing | 
entangleth. himſelf. with. EEC ut pale pla. 
the affairs of this life, that cere ei cui ſe probavit.. 
bn may planſe lin who Quod cum de , 
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dium fi, FREIE 
moleſtiis & laqueis Sæ- 
Le obli gari non 
ehent, qui divinis re- 
ir itualibus oc- 
cupati, ab Eccleſia rece- 
dere, * nd. terrenos & 
{zculares.. vacare 
non poſſunt, cyjus ordi- 
natiohis & 1 religionis 
formam Levitæ prius in 
lege enuerunt, ut cum 
tefram dividerent, & 
poſſeſſiones part irentur 
undecem Tribus, Levi- 
tica Tribus, quæ Tem- 


plo & Altari, & Mini- 


meriis Divinis vacabat, 
nihil de illa diviſionis 
port ione perciperet, ſed 
aliis terram colentibus, 
illa tantum Deum cole- 
ret, & ad victum atque 
alimentum ſuum ab K. 
decem Tribubus de fi 
ctibus qui naſcebantur,. 


_  decimas reciperet.: Quod 
totum fiebat de auct 1 
tate & diſpefirione divi- 


na, ut qui perationib 

diviais inſiſtebant, in 
nulla re avocarenturf, nec 
cog ĩtate aut agere ſæcu- 
aria cegerentur. Que 
nunc ratio & forma in 
.Clero tenetur, ut qui in 
.Ectlefia Domini Ordina- 
tione Clerica promoven- 
tur, in nullo ab admini: 
ſtrationne Divina avocen- 
tur, nec moleſtiis & ne- 
gotiis ſæcularibus alli- 
Se, . in honore 
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Dark ebe, e Io be x 
Soldier. Which Words 
ſaith Cyprian, i Jpoken of 
all; How muh more ought 
not they te be entangled 
with: Serulam Troubles and 
Snares, who being buſted 
in Divine and Spiritual 
things, ' cannot leaut the 
Church, tu mind earthly 
and worldly actions rW hich 
Religious Ordination, as 
he goes on to write, ig 
emblematix d by the Le- 
vites ander the Lam; for 
when the Land was Alvi. 
ded, and poſſeſſions were 
given to eleven Tribes, 
the Levites who waited up- 
on the Temple and Altar, 
and the Sacred Offites 
thereof, had no ſhare in 
that Diviſion ; but the o- 
ther oy d the ground, 
whil 22s (hos ey only worſhipped 1 
an 


e, Tenths 


of f the others Encreaſe for 


45 Food and Suſtenance; 
all: which hapned b the 


| Divine © Authority und 


Diſpenſation, © that they 
who waited on Divine 
ents, ſhould not 
be withdrawn there from, 
or be Ts either to thin 
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the Clergy. that thoſe who note 'Celeſtibus rebus 
are — to Clerical & Spiritualibus ſerviant. 


ſhould | not be 5 66. * 5 * hows 
Divine | 


eded in their 


| Admin; iftrations, or iucumbred. > ſecular © Con- 


cerns and Affairs, but | 4s. Tenths, receiuing Sub- 


ſeriptions from the Brethren, depart not Fous the 
Altar and Sacrifices, but nigbt and day attend on 
i Spiritual and Heavenly Aline rait. Theſe 
3 ks were ſpok 
Biſhop called Geminizs Victor, who at his 
Death made a certain Presbyter, "called Gemini- 


en on 1 occaſion of a certain 


ſed die ac 


1 Fauſti 


N. Rui & Gy Lock 


Prayer. and 8 uppli ication. 
It was a Blot in the He- 
reticks Ordinations, that 
they * Ordained ſuch as 
were involved in the 


Concerns, WE + in 


Clericis & 


5 inus Truſtee of his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, which Truſt Cyprian condemns as void 
and null, Becauſe a Sy- 

nod bad before decreed, 
that no Clergyman ſhould . 
e Truſtet, for this Rea- 
| ſon, betauſe thoſe who were 
i Holy Orders ought only 
_ to attend upon the Altar 
| and its Sacrificts, and to 
tive themſelves wholly to 


Cum jampridem - in 
Conſilio Epiſcoporum 
ſtatutum ſit, ne quis de 

Bei Miniſtris 
tutorem vel curatorem 
reitamento ſuo conſtiru- 


at, e ſinguli Divi- 
no 
& in Clerico Miniſterio 


exdotio honorati, 


conſtituti, non niſi Al- 
tari & Sacrificiis deſer- 


_ vire, & precibus a 
5 contin Vacare debe= 


ant. Jdem Ibidem. 
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: 85 09 th bis , ban be hear- 
_ Wherefore before they were Ordained, 
they were propoſed to the People for their Te- 
ſtimony * Atteſtation of their holy Life and 
Converſation : Bur of this we fhall ſpeak more 
in. angther place; Only it may not de impro- 
pe io remember here, that pk is allo an Apo- 
ſtolſek Canon, in- 1 Tim. 3. 2 „J. 4 Bip 
en mist be i the Hh and of one Wife, 
Vit 4? + ſober of good Behaviour given to hoſpi- 
— — „ "aw — 2 wor Fg e to Wite, vs Striker, 
mi ginity h Lerre, ut Patient, not 4 Bran- 
ter, not Co fey More ver be. muſt have 4 good 
 refiorticef rhem which are without, left he fall nth 
 Reprotichy and the-fnare.of the Devih . 
8 vb. As for the underſtanding E. the Perſon 


to be Ordained, he was to be of a good Capa- 


Fyz fit and able duly 10 teach others. . 
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| plying the Word of God; to which end Eu- 


mane Learning 


was lo conducive, as that Oy * 
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its neceſſity, efpecially for that part of it, pi 
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* to ſind out the true Senſe and 


Meaning of the Scripture; as appears from this 


following 
” How is it 
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think the contrary, as I might eaſily prove, were 
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As for Impoſition of hands, it was a Cere: 
mony that was variouſſy uſed in the Old Teſta- 
ment, from whence it was tranſlated into the 
New, and in the Primitive Church uſed on ſun. 
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ſome Caſes, had Power to depoſe_ their Biſhops. 
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Ah of the Peculiar Acts of the Clergy, 
] come now in this to ſpeak ſomething to the 
Peculiar. Acts of the Laity, and to enquire into 
thoſe Actions and Powers, which they exerted 
diſtinctly by themſelves. And here it may not 
be amiſs firſt of all to make an Enquiry into 
the Gonſtitution of the Laity, that is, how and 
by what means they were firit admitted to be 
Members of a Church, by Vertue of which 
Memberſhip they were made Partakers of all 
thoſe Powers, which we ſhall hereafter men- 
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Pal bind on Earth fÞ 1h be 


doxly 10 e, boek if they hold Pe. 
1 ter e and are ſuch 4 the arch of 

22 Chrif may be built wow And ſo alſo ſays Cy- 
2 ®Fctleſia/ fur Epiſto- Prin, Ihe Church 5 
2 — 9 72 — pen the Biſhops, 
mig kane Feelebe, ye every. Ectleſſafi. 
beiten Piepolitos gu- = 1 governed... 
Þ A Hit. 27. $ „Others of the Ancients 
wrt an mY * mention this Power, as 
| given to the whole Chur „5 according to that 


in Matth. 48. 15, 16, in., thy — hal 


Toy him: alone; if he. ſhall-bear thee, 


between. 


the mouth of two.or three Witneſſes every Word may. 
be eftabliſhed ;, and if he ſhall negle hem tell it 


unto the Church; but; if he neglect iu bear the 
_ Church, let him be unto thee 145" an Heathen and a 


m you, Whatſeever ye 


1 Ferily; I ſay; 


und in Heaven, and 
18 ſball 25 on Earth ſhall — d in 


whatſoever 
Haden. 


i Pariſh, unto which fome of the Fathers attribute 


=, the Power of. the. .Reys, 
”Sj chülüm putas C- as Tertalian, If oh | 


lum, .memento claves e- 
jus hic Dominum Petro, Ft car eſt Hekwenito be ſhut, ; 
E per eum Eceleſia re- remember the Lord g ave 


liquiſſe, Sconpiat. 2.612. its Keys to Peter, — by 


him to the Church. And 


v; pe 5 | 
£1 *. Poreſtas kemittendo- Firmilian, 1 The Power of 
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ainſt thee, go and gell him his Fault 


thou. baft gained thy Brother ; but i he mill not 
he ar the zake with thee one or two more, that in 


ly the Church here is to he under- 
ſtood, the whole Body of a particular Church or 
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| Clergy and Laity, 
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— whit h 
who ſurceeded them. Now from this different 
artribbtion of the Power of the Keys, we may 
infer this,” That it was ſo lod d both in Biſhops 


and People, as that each 


a part it che Legiſlative, tho? not in the Execu- 


underſtand the formal Pronunciation of Suff 


Biſhop; or by Perſons in Ho 
and Commiſfion'd by him, as the 
evince. But as for the Legiſlative, Deeretive, 


ſome ſhare in it: 
The Biſhop had the whole Executive, and part 
of the Legiſlative Power; 


ſions and Ex communications, the Impoſition of 
Hands im the Abſolution of Penitents, and ſuch 
like; that could be done by none, bur. by the 

ly Orders It bins 
Sequel will 
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er ene ie — eres che 
Wy conſtirurea, and to the Biſhops . 


and the People had 
tive As for the'Exetutive: Power, by which TL 


or or” ſodicordetul Power, that appertained both to 


demned. . 


who conjunctly made up that 
Supreme Conſiſtorial Court, which was in eve- 
ry Pariſh, before which all Offenders were tri- | 
ed; and, if found Tg; ſentenced and con- : 
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Now that the: Clergy were Members of this 


Eccleſiaſtical Court, is à thing ſo evidently 
known and granted by all, as that it would be 
ſuperfluous to he 
prove it, ſo that I 


ſy 


bers-thereof, a 
rers Wick che Clerp 
the — Cbure: 7 LAs this will moſt evident- 


ly appear by the conſideration of theſe follow- 
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2 many Quotations to 
all but juſt confirm it, after 
L have proved that Which may ſeem more 
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he Judicial Power f 
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42 yore ſpeaks of one Ser apian, that had fallen 


in the Times of Perſecurion, who bad ſeveral 
: neee befare the Qhurch, to beg their 
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aſt ed accord- uoque veſtrum & omni- 


. . ade um goſtrum Commune 
in . place he' 'can-- genda lugt dilponere, 
demns the raſh Precipi- pariter, 1 N ai 
tation of ſome of his 4h A "FA 8 * 
Presbyters* in admitting = „ 
the Lapſed to Communion, 1 of . 
Pacificatery Libels obtained from the Confeſ- 
ſors; and charges them to admit no more till 
Peace was reſtored to che Church, aud then 
they ſhould plead their 


Aduig&a nos, 
Cauſe before the Clergy, apud —_— 


and before all-the People. cauſam dam. . 10. 
And concerning the fame 5 4: ps 36. iS, 091 
matter, he writes in ano; TT | 
ther Lecter u the Feo- uso b 03 


5 2 Cum oe nobis omni 
ple of his Pariſh, 72 pus a mn oy prius da- 


when it fhould- plenſe G ta, ad Ecclefiam regredi 
to reſtore” Peace to the cœperimus, tunc ekami- 
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Church, and reduce” bim _ — FN | 
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the People, as Well as of the Biſhop, each of 
5 tive Voice therein. On one 
fide, the Biſhop could do nothing without the 
People. So when ſeveral pen the 
Sehifm — and Biſnop C1 was 
willing t to receive them into the Chur 2 eace, 
he compaitis of the unwillingnets of his People 
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| 20 ſi poſſes, 


| 5 were all the Members, or the whole Bod 


55 „obtain their Confunt;nth he thus-deforibes 
it in his Letter to 8 Biſhop of Rome, 
Pd O my dear Brother, if 


chariſſiqhe, iitic intereſſe you could be preſent. with 
ED pravi ini me, when thoſe Men re- 
E perverſi de Schiſmate turn from their Schiſin, 


revertuntur, videres quis Ad wonder: b 
mihi labor lit perſuadere —_— War 1 


patientiam Fratribus no- 
itris;* ut animi dolore or Brethren to be patient, 


ſopito recipiendis mal is that layin ide their 
: curandilque | + conlenti- . Grief 7 7 would 
de i pledi pet e vo che healing en 
tales patiantur is: | ed. of thoſe that are 
Epi, 3. 55 12. p. 145. 
ſmades. yea, I extort 

Grant from. my People, that ſuch be received to 
Communion. And on the other fide, the People 
could do dothing without the Biſhop 3- as when 
one of the three Biſhops that Schiſmaricall Or- 
dained Novat ian, came hack to the Church and 


deſired admiſſion, the People alone could not 


receive him, without the Conſent of the Biſhop 
—_— 35 Ws i elſe they would not have 

. reſi d him 
for. his. permiſſion, as we 
Cornel. ed lib. - find they did: 
6. N eee 


1 41 1 the Members oſ 
the Spiritbal Court, and have proved > Body 


the Church, Clergy as well as Laity, and. 


ty as well as Clergy ;. not one wüten o 5 


ier, bur both togecher. TONE 
But now: Ream as the people were en- 
ee 1 earthly, buſineſs, and it was not 


pains: I take to perſwade | ; 


ſiotk; ] can ſcarce. = 


„Thus then we bone | 
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poſſible that they could conſtantly give their at- 
tendance, and narrowly ſearch into ever thing 
that ſhould be brought before them: There 
fore we may ſuppoſe, that the Members of the 
Presbytery, Who, as was ſaid before, under the 
Head of Ordination, were to be free from all 
Worldly Cares and Employments, were ap- 
pointed as a Committee to prepare matters for 
the whole Court. An inſtance whereof we meet 
vith in Maximus,. Urbanus, Sidonins, and ſome 

W others, that had joined in the Schiſm of Ne- 

WW vatian, who being ſenſible of their Fault, 
WW Came into the Presbyte. SR ee e 
V. and deſir d the Churches In Presbyterium vene- 


Peace ; the Presbytery ac- unt Quod erat eonſe- 
| | quens, omnis hic actus 


ceyted of their Submiſſion, mne geri, ngen? 
„6K. 
= Church, who readily em- F. 2, 3. p. 104, 105. 
lraced it. = e : 
= So that the Presbytery prepared matters for 
the whole Court, which Court was the Supreme 
Tribunal within the Limits of that Pariſh, be- 
| fore whom all matters that there occurred, were 
tried, and by whom all were judged; only 
when any great and difficulr points were deci- 
ded, tis probable ic was the cuſtom to deſire 
the Biſhops of the neighbouring Pariſhes to 
come over, and aſſiſt there in preſence, that fo 
their Cenſures might be the freer from any im- 
| putation of Partiality or Injuſt ice. Thus when 
a nice Affair was to be determined at Rome, 


Cornelius de ſired five Bi- 
„ ve Bi ftkruns Thillgi 
quinque-— ut firmato conſil io, quid circa perſonam eo- 
| rum obſervari deberet, conſenſu omnium ſtatueretur. 
t Cornel. ad Cyprian. Evift. 46. §. 2. p- 104. N 
1 1 ſhops 
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> 41 Having thus found our the Members of | 

ths Eceleſiaſtical Fribunal, - the next — 

be confider'd, is the manner and Form of 

| Proceedings in the Exerciſe of their Judicial 

Power and Authority, which by Tertullian is 
| deferibed to be aftey this manner: When at 

| their general Aſſemblies the other parts of Di- 
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0 Ibiqem et iam exhonta, 
tiones, caſtigat iones, & 


cenſura divina; nam & 


judicatur magno cum 


pondere, ut apud certos 


de Dei conſpectu, ſum- 


N futiitĩ Dom, 


rzjudicium eſt, ji quis 
ta deliquerit, ut 2 com- 


municat tone orationis, & 


conventus, & ommnis ſan- 


Prafident probati quique 
Seniozes, honorem tum 
non precty fed teſlimo- 


116 adepti. Waere 2 | 
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Commerce. Append Elder, freſlle there, who 
24 Teſtimony, not by Price. 
fi 


obtained that Honour b 
So that when the Con 


cti comme lcii relegetur. 


vine e were end- 


ed, then followed Ex- 


hortations, , and 

4 Divine Lanes; : for the 
F 1 given with 
great weipht, 4 among ſt 
thsfe that are ſure, that 
Gad beholds what they do; 
and this is one of the bigh- 
eſt Preludiums and Forte 


in 8 of the Judgment 


to come, when the Delin- 


quent is baniſhed from the 


Cammunian of Prayers, 


Aﬀemblirs, and all" Holy 


ory was lat, rhe Biſhop 


and his aſkfting Presbyre1 4 hete called Appro- 


ved Elders; but commonly the Presbytery pre- 


ſided and moderated all things there propoſed 


and debated. Then the Offenders; i 


'poſlibfe, 


were actually brought before them, (tho che 


non-· appearance of the Criminals. was no impe- 
diment to their Proceedings) for not withſtand- 


ing 1 condemned ten ancremtarect them 


not 
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dot only for thoſe Obinits: 
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„ for which the wers 
eited to appear, but alſo for their Cont macy 
and Stubbornneſs, as Cy- 


: | 2 writes, 4 the Prond 48 Spiituls glado ſu- 


4 G, are Killed berbi & contuuiates' ne- 
with ent d lh Sword, np lg Epi. ea. 
whilſt they are caſt out” of 5. 3. p. tid. 
the Church; and * thoſe *Contumaces * Dea 
that are Pubborn and fear non timentes, & ab Ec- 
not God, bat go off Fri cleſia in tottim feceden. 


the Church, let no Man res name comierar, K. 
accompany. But yet, I A ua 
ſay, if poſſible, the Offenders perſonally a 

peared, Far fo "their Crimes might be obleked | 
ro them, to which they were to plead, as Cypri- | 
an fays, that the Lapled _ 


vero to plead their Canſe © Afturi & ud nos, Ac 


apud Plebem univerſam 
caulam ſuam, wht 10. | 
8. e 


before the Clergy and the 
whole Church. Then the 
Court confider'd the De- 


fengant's Plea, as pri- . 
n Writes,” that all things In commune tractabi- 


; | were debated” in common * Epiſt. EY 3. P. 17. 


* 


among ſt them, And if the 

Biſhop and Majority of che Court judged their 
Defence inſufficient, they were voted by their 
common Suffrage to be condemned and cenſu- 


red, as Cyprian writes, 
that ® whoever was excom- o Secundom veſtia divi- 


na ſuffragia cohjurati. 
municated, it was by the 7 1 Pi 
Divine Suffr a es of the Ep it. Wann A io 


People, The Delinquent. 5 
being thus caſt, or found Guilty, his ing 
thing that ſucceeded, was the formal Declar 
tion of the Sentence of the (ourt, which 


p- 9 


+ pro- 
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|. 422 The Conflitution, Diſcipline 
| pronounced, as Tertullian intimates in that fore- 
uoted Paſſage, by one of the preſiding Elders, 
that is, either by che Biſhop or a Presbyter 
Commiſſion'd by him, the manner of which 
Pronunciation ſeems alſo from that Paſſage to 
be thus / He that paſſed the formal Sentence on 
the Criminal, firſt began with Exhortatiors ; 
that is, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, he ex- 
horted the Faithful to uſe all diligent Care and 
Fear to avoid thoſe Sins and Crimes, which 
had brought the Offenders before them to ſo la- 
mentable and fatal Condition. Then followed 
/ Reproofs, which were ſharp Rebukes and Re- 
prebenſions to the Delinquents for their foul 
Miſcarrtages and enormous Practices, ſetting 
forth the Evil, Villany and Mifery of them; 
That they were provoking to God, grievous to 
the Faithful, ſcandalous ro Religion, and in 
fine, ruining and pernicious to themſelves, in 
that it rendred them obnoxious to that Divine 
Cenſure, which then immediately, as the Con- 
eluſion of all, he formally pronounced on them. 
Which brings me to the Conſideration of the 
Fourth Query, via. What the Primitive Cen- 
ſures were; of which, in the following Se- 
„ 4, 0171." {OO 
8. 5. Now in anſwer hereunto; as the Church, 
ſo her Arms were Spiritual; her Thunderbolts 
conſiſted in Suſpenſions and Excommunications, 
in ejecting and throwing out of the Church her 
ſcandalous and rotren Members, not permit- 
ting a re · induction of them, till by viſible ſigns 
of Repentance they had fatisfied for their 
n EEE 
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Various are the Appellations that are given 
10 the Sentence of Excommunication in the 
Writings of the mare By Dionyſus Aler- 


andrinus it as 9 
drivin from 5; 


Charch, B By Team, 


yy” caſting Ls from the 


Churches.Communion, and 
* driving from Commu- 
nion. By Cyprian, ' A. 
3 aration from the 


Church, * Az E jection ont 


* 
of the E hurch, A wh; FR 25 roo 
: Eccleſia 4 . 


with the Spiritual Swor 
and many other ſuch like 


£ Terms occur in the Fa- 92. 
W thers, all tending to de- 


ſeribe the Fexrful neſs 


| 7 


and Miſery of an Excom- 
municated State: So tremendous was it, that 


eee 
Apud Euleb. 1. 7. C. J. 


p. 1% ; 
Ab Eccleſiæ Commu- 
nicatione abjectus. De 


Pr eeripe. adverſe. Haret. 
| P. 95. 


2A -Commanitations 
Ne Monogam. 


24 Ab! Excel ſepara, , 


rent. Epiſt. 4⁰. Y x. 


5 Spirituali. aladio ne- 
* 9 


Ls 7 


cantur. 
p. 175. 


whoſoever was in that condition, was look d 
upon as accurſed by God, and really was ſo by 


Men, who eſteem'd him as a Limb of Satan, a 


a Member of the Devil, ſhunning his Company | 


Diſeaſe. * Thoſe, ſays Cy. 
prian, that are Proud, and 


fear not God, but go off 


from the Church, let no 


as they did the Plague, or any other infectious 


* Contumaces & . 
non timentes, & ab Ee- 
cleſia in totum receden- 
tes, nemo comĩtetur. E- 


Man accompany. And 2. 65. §. 4. P. 191. 


according to the Command 
7 Paul, me muſt avoi 


therefore Ireneus ſpeak- 
ing concerning the Heretic 15 who were al Ex- 


communicated, ſays, that „ 


13 


bis devitare, e — 
nim non Ave nobis eis 


them 5 | 


Paulus j jubet no- Ps 
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digi volens, Qui enim aw; 3 and John forbid; 


— e 11. fo much As t@ wiſh [4 hem . 434 

E. nequiſſimis. Lib. t. God ſpeed, ſince by ſo do- = 

cap. 13. - oh 1 ing we communicate with Wai -'t 

INS. N FY N : their Evil Works. And . 4 

_ Terrullian hh char ſorementioned place writes, 

fFhbat the Helinguent ws . +4 

CEE K: baniſhed from the Commu- Wi 1 
ratiqcnis & conventus 1 

= . omnis fancti —_— 2 1 An. = „ 
* mn F * woſe; being looks * 
* 23 one unworthy of hu- = 

mane Society, caſt out of the Church of God 4 


here; and if impenitently . Eu in that conditi- 


on, as certainly excluded the ingdom of God * 
hereafter. For as Origen LIES Matth. 18. 1 

| 18. n Which Text ee 15 _ 4 
4 £ 4 N WO: E that i Conaemns 1 
Had — SN ed and bound by the a 
882 Church on Earth, remain; x 

7G 22 4 

4 > looſing 1 5 8 of 

T1 $.6. No won rt en 0 
J 5 IS 39 Val 1. oF that Men in their rigbt 1 
Sen | ; were FOE at the tremendous Mi- or 
 ſery of an Excommunicated Condition, and -i 
that when through their corrupt Natures and 4 
wicked Practices they had incurred that Sen- "4 
tence, they never left Faſting, Watching, Weep- - 
ing, and che endurance of the ſevereſt Courſes . 
olf Mortification, till they were abſolved from 4 
it, and reinſtated in God and the Churches Fa- 4 
vour. Which brings me in the next place 2 f 
1 into the n that * took to be 
recei- * 
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= .. 1 . the Chorch: again, The -ofeal” Me- : 
: chod whereof ſeems to have been thus: 
All choſe that deſired to de delivered Mom 
that miſerable ace, in the firſt place in a moſt 
penitent and humble manner came weeping and 
crying unto the Church-doors, where they lay 
groveling vn the Ground, proſtrating them 
lelves at the Fret of dhe Faithfel us they went 
into Church, und bægging their Prayers to God 
ſor them. The Behaviour of theſe Men is thus 
celegantly enpteſs d by the Clergy of the Church 
olf Nome in a Letter to ; 
© e $1 Let them, ſa ay. 50 det e fea. 
inockat the Church- non urique couftin ingant; 5 
acdeant ad lien cle 
8 but noi break chem; fre, fed non utigue tran- 
- er chem came to abe, Ture- Ffiant. Caſtrorum ge- 
fand of the 1 IO l . dis, 
0 e fed armati 
2 1 2 eee be & + intet]igant' vette 
fuiſſe. Reſumant pre- 
Crleſtial Ferri, bat armed cum ſuatum tubam, ſed 
1 Mode ſty, by whith qua non belicam au- 
they may remember they gat. Arment ſequidem 
were Dient ers ; let them N 
reſume z Tramper f AF Heatiſs Late en 
1 nue 10 refitmant, (ed ut Correa 
- ſound am Alarm to Barti; allem - Dlabluth vel 
et them arm themſebves Tarn en 
- with the Darrs of Modeſty, 7 1 9 


matos ſe 


and reale that Shield, "aſe ve br, Muftum zl 
which by their Hy lis proficiet petitio mo- 


they lo that 9 deila, pulbulatio vete- 
7 15 ann - cunda, humilizas neceſ- 

aria, patienitia non otiols ;. - mitra Wor legatos pro, ſuis 
; goloxibus lacrymas ; adybtatione. ngantur ex int imo 
— prolati geinjrys, dolorem — 2 commiſſi 


eee Epiſt. 31. wy Cyprian. 8 «7. p. * 
3 . 


* 


the 
perſary tl 
Supplication, 
us Patience 


2 ; 
 '®Sikeo & cineri incu-* 4 Hing in Sackcloth and 
bare, corpus ſordibus ob-. Aﬀſves, "by having 4 fqua- 

_  Jeurare, animum mzcorj- [id Body, and 4 dejefted 
| bus deſire, = Jejunis Soul, by faſting praying 
Hieber, ingemilcere, weeping,» gran and 
dies natheſgusn— Prezby- roaring night and day ; by 
 , teris advolvi, & caris throwing himſelf at the 
Pei n omni- Clergies feet, and hneel- 
32557 b dus ones ing before the Faithful, 
e „ eg gin. deſtring * 
5 SY Wen .. Fan - efrring ang 
ler te 4, 51 $ JolftheEccleſiatti- 
cal Court thought their Repentance to be real, 
and choſe external Expreſſions of Sorrow and 
_ Grief to proceed from ſuitable. Affections of 
Heart, then they began to encline to ſome 
Terms of Remiſſion and Reconciliation, and 
Save the Delinquents ſome hopes of it, by ad- 
mitting them to come into the Church, and to 
ſtay ar ſome part of Divine Service, but not at 
the whole of it, to communicate with the Faith- 
ful, till they had for a long ſpace of time, which 
they then impoſed op them, by their humble 
_ and modeſt Qariage gave good Proofs of their 
Sorrow and Repentancſgſgme. 
This fixed Time of Tryal was called, the 
Time of Penance, during which the Penitent, 


— 


3 4 ®, F — 1 % 
74 e 


— - 
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4 * : * * 1 


I and aggravations of his Sin an 
as may be ſeen in ſundry: places of the Fathers, 


Dffen 


41. p. 285. , 


9 45 5 : 
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is he was now called, appeared in all the For- 


malities of Sorrow, with acourſe Habit, and a 
dejected Countenance, continually faſt ing and 
praying, lamenting and — the greatneſs 

Wickedneis, 


all which to tranſcribe would be very rediousz 
wherefore I ſhall content my ſelf with Tranfla- 


thus inveighs againſt thoſe, who in a ſtate of 
Penance indulged themſelves in the Delights 


and Enjoyments of tbke 


Fleſn, Can we think that Lamentari 5 putar 
that Alan weeps with his pris, feribüs, vlanctions 
whole Heart, and with Fa- Domirum deprecars; qui 
ſtings, Tears, and Sighs' ex primo criminis die 
erte God, who | from lavacta quotidie cele- 


Fan bee brat, qui epulis affluen- 
the ve rſt aay of wy tibus paſtus, & fagina 
ce daily ſrequentst ©" largiore diſtentus, cru- 
raters ,, — 2 ditates ſuas poſtridie ru- 


n - 


tat; nec eibos & potus ſuos cum pauperum neceſſitate 
communicar * Ns hilaris ac lætus incedit, quomodo 


N 


mortem ſuam defler ? An illa ingemilcit & plang it, cui 
vacat cultum pretioſæ veſtis induere, nec indument um 
Chriſti, quod perdidir, oog itate? Accipere pret ipſa or- 
namenta S monilia elaborata, nec Divini & leſt is 
ornatus damna deflere; tu licet indumen ta peregi ina & 


 Yeſtes lex icas indyas, uuga es; aulo te licet & marga- 


nitis gemmilque condecores, fine Chrilti decore defor - 


mis es. Et quæ eapillos tuos inficis, vel nunc in dolo- 


ribus define, & que: nigri pulveris ductu oculot um li- 
niamenta depingis, vel nunc lacrymis oculos tuos ablue, 
Si quem de tuis charis mortali exitu perdidifles, inge- 
miſceres doleuter, & fleres: Facie inculta, veite anuta- 
ta, neglecto capillo, vultu nubilo, ore dejecto indicia - 
meroris oflenderes, avimam tuam milera perdidilli— 
Et non acriter plangis, non jugiter ingemiſcis? 5. 24, 
„„ Baths, 


ting a few-Elegancies pertinent to this purpoſe, 4 
= out of Cyprian's Book De Lapſis, wherein he 


n+ ue Dice be. 


al to the S — 65 Poon | He that 
£065 gay and jocund, how doth he he mayi his Death? 
Dees that Woman weep and mourn, who ſpends her 
time in putting on ſplendid Samer, and does not 
_ think upon the Garment of Chriſt, which. ſhe loſt! 
Who fſecks after precious Ornaments and rich Jev- 
dl, and does not bewail the loſs of the | Heavenly 
and Divine adorning? Altho thou purteſt on exo- 
tick Garbe and ſilken. Garments, thou art naled; 
Abe thou beantifieſt thy ſelf with Gold and 
Teri, without the Beauty of Chriſt thou art de. 
| formed: And thou whodyeſt thine Hair, now leave 
tt i this time of Penance ;, and thou who paint- 
E N Eyes, waſh it off. with thy Tears. If thi 
uldſt loſe any one of thy dear Friends by Death, 
thou wonldſt ſorrowfully»weep and howly and ex- 
2 preſs the Er eatneſs of thy Sorrom by thy diſregard - 
ed Face, mourning Garments, neglected Hair, 
cloudy Count enance, and ejected Viſage IWiy, 
0 Wretch, thou baſt loſt thy Soul , nd wilt nat 
then ne weep, and continual . Lament ? 
® Nom there f pray . 
'vs & rogare, diem lu ict more 1 
F paſs the Day in weepmg, 
ze flexibus ducere, tem- the Night in watching and 
pus omne lachry moſis la- crying. both Night and 
mentat ionibus occupare, "Days in Tears and Lamen- 


ſtratos ſolo adhærere ci 
deri, in cilicio & ſordi- ations, proſtrate you 


bus volutz/i : polt indu- ſelves upon the Ground, 
mentum Chrilli perdi- 
tum, nullum hic jan yale veſlitum : poſt Diaboi cibum 


* Westi. $+ 28 5. Þ+ 286. 


* AS 


; 4 Orae orortet impenſi · 


10. 


1 


+2 \gfiſho Primitive Chureh- * 
. 01 whine in duſt and aſhes; after having loſt | 
| the gell. of Chriſt, haue no cloathing (A 5 
2 dal the Dovil's Mar, . now ts 


How long theſe / Penitentiany Stati- 
ons Were, cannot be defined, ſince they differed 
according to the Quality of the Oſſence and the 
Offender, . according to the Circumſtance oſ 
Time, and the Will and Pleaſure of the Eccle- 
ſaftical Court who impoſed them ſomę were 
in the ſtate of Penance. two Years, ſome three, 
ſome. five,” ſome ten, ſome more, ſome even to 
their Lives ends; but how long and rigorous 
ſoever their, Penance was, they were patiently, 
humbly, and thankfully to endure irth& whole 
time, being. on abſolved, till they had undey- 
þone ale bo * and Jul 5 Legitimu 5 lenum 
Tune of” iafaltion. N . 
It is x18 indeed, ber 3 2h . 8 b 
in ſome extraordinary p. hr d ee 
Caſes the Prudence of 
the Church ſaw fit ts. diſpenſe ak ay foal 
length. 82 272 of 3 inflicted Ditcipliae, 
as * 4 1 „ Urgere exi s cœperit. 
1 of an approaching Perſe- e of is 
Mion, or, wherk 4 great 5. 1. p. 39. 
multitudes. and minen: "Liphs pacem, Hap 
leading Perſons were con- eſſe, ec ad” proven 
* the ſame Of- . ir 
ſence; as in the caſe of e. K 8 
Trophinues, which may be p. p13 ON 
15 cn de e Epiſtio.of Mm 
Oprjan, Beſides theſe, the Confelſors FAN 
Privilege of reſtoring Penitents before the. 


ul dus 5 . irregular and 8 
| Ta- 


4 


ha ADS 3 * TAY” jog n 5 * 
3 , 5 * 


x30 Che Conttitution, Dilcipline, &c: 
Practice of theirs cauſed great Diſturbances to 
the Church of Carthage in the Days of Cypriay, 
which may be ſeen at large in ſeveral Epiſtles 
- extant in the beginning of his Works. 


Baut laying aſide theſe unuſual Circumſtances, 


the fixed Period of Penance was never anticipa - 
ted z but how long and ſevere ſoever it was, the 
Penitent chearfully ſubmitted to it. 
When the appointed Time of Penance was 
ended, the Penitent applyed himſelf to the Ec. 
Liste ng — © -clefbaſtical-Court for Ab- 
Wi e dn eh, ſolution, who * examined 


» # 
* 


Wit penitentiam. Cypr. 


Epiſt. 12. 8. 1. * a His Demeanour's and Acli- 
Kanes, ons, Which if they ap- 


0 
— 


ing Sections. 


ar? 4 


proved and liked, they then proceeded to the 
formal aſſoyling of him, of which in the follow- 


8.9. On the appointed | Day for Abſolution, 
the Penitent, or he that was now to beabſolved, 


came into the Church mourning and weeping, 


and expreſſing ail external Indications of his In- 
ternal Sorrow: As when Natali, 'a Roman 
Confefſor, was abſolved for his joyning with the 
 Theodotian Hereticks, he came into the Church, 
as it is related by an ancient . ee 
TS, Gp „ x covered with Sackclst 
4 e nee | 1 N and Aſhes, throwing him- 
e Ord x; dengan, ſelf at the Feet of the Cler- 
Azuar— mAniTs Th ti Tears in his Eyes begging 
_ XI 3 Au their pardon and forgive- 
Euſeh. (. 5. c. 28. 2. 197. neſs. It being looked up: 
„Non midis ſed preci- In as very proper, that 
bo ben nds they ſhould be admitted 
Spe. 55. 5. 18. p.433. into the Church by Tear 4 
r 1 not 


| 


/ their great and heinous 


ESpring of all true 3 For as Tertuli- 


Fault, as Diſſumulation ag- 


* 9 9 . 
; Is AI <4 


— — 4 a ? 7 7 6 5 x: *—. 1 * * 
| , ; _— * 
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8 "ob 22 y 
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| not. by. ow: 5 by Prayers, and;n noe. + by Care, 


. 
Hence. at this time for the greater Demon- 


tration of their Sorrow and Humility, they 
vere to make a publick Confeſſion of their Sin, 
Lyle by them Exomologeſis, which was, as c 9 


2 
prian faith. A Confeſſion | * Exomologefih graviſſi- 


Crime, and was a neceſ- E .. 1 4. 


ſary Antecedent to Ab- 


ſolution, inaſmuch as it was the Source and 


an obſerves, Out of, 
Satisfadtio confeſſione 
Confeſſion” is born Kepen- diſponitur, confeſſione 


rance, and by Confeſſion pœen ĩtent ia noſeitur. De 
comes Satisfaction. And Fænitent ia, p. 3880. 
in many places of Cy- _ 3 TY 
7ri4n the neceſſity of Con- » S. 2+ p. 30. 
feſſion is aſſerted ; for as 5 A 1. 7p. ee 


Tertullian ſays, Confaſ- „ Tantum relevat con- 


on 4s much diminiſhes the feſſio del ictum, quantum 
diſſimulatio | CXaggerat.z 


con feſſio enim fatisfacti- 
gravates it; Confeſſion is onis confilium elt din: 
the Advice 'of Satisfacti- mulatio contumaciz. D 
on, Diſſimul ation of Con- Penitentia, p. 380. 
tun id chereſore - 

he condemns thoſe, who thro' ſhame deferred 


from Day to Day the Publication of their Sin, 


Jas more mindful of their 


E Pud 
ſhamefacedneſs, than of 1. pon. 22 \ 


their Salwation: Like thoſe illi qui in partibus ve- 


who have 4 Diſeaſe in recundioribus corporis 
contracta vexatione, con- 
— medentium vitant, & ita cum erubeſcentia 


lia kereunt, De e Panitontia, p 38a. 


d 


— | Chyrurgeons, and fo with their Medeſfty die 


132 The — &c. 
rhei Sepr et Parts, through flame tortceal it from 


— periſh. Confeſſion therefore being ſo neceſ- 
the A* Offenders were not exemp- 
tel —— itz as When Philip the Emperor, as 
Euſibia calls kim, or rather Philip a Prefect of 
Egypt, would have joyned with the Faithful in 
_ the Churches Prayer, Biſhop Babylas denied 
him admiſhon, becauſe of his enormous Crimes; 
nor would he receive him, till — made 
r 72 Public ottfeſſion 0 
B Tegen, bis Fats. 39 (ond 
pud Tuſed. lib. 6. cap. 
pa ingly when one of thoſe 
| Bifhops that Schiſmati- 
0 Ordeined Nowatian, returned as a Peni- 
N ** he came into the Church 2 rh and 
Confeſſing bis Sin: 
where we may obſerye. 
that it is faid in the fin- 


nel. apud Euleb. lib. 6. 
©? 707 2. 935 gular Number, his Sin, 


| "0" Lau v ene inice, which 
intima tes, that the penitent's Confeſſion was not 
2 general, or for all his Sins in the grofs, 


but it was particular, for that ſpecial Sin for 
Which he was cenfured; conſonant whereunto 
Cyprian, 4s before quoted, writes, that the Pe- 
mnmaitent * confeſſed his molt 

* Exoinclogelin grav ift great and heinous Sin; 3 
mi atque extremi delicti. that is, that Sin for which 
l. 11. 5. 1. 5. 32. be was fo feverely pu- 

niſhec. 

This Confeſſion of the Penitents was made 
with all the outward Signs of Sorrow and 
Grief, which uſually ſo affected the Faichful, as 


chat they {ympathized with them in 1 
an 


* 


WY a - wv E. whe 


* * ——_ 6 LY 


* 


„ — my - * 


Con 2 . 


wb Rey Whence Tertullien e a 4 
penitent not through ſhame to conceal, but 
from a true Godly Diſpoſition, to confeſs his * 

fault before the Whole Church, and to weep ” 


and mourn for it, 
they, being his Brevren, 105 1 4 cum te 5d fra- 


nua rotendis— 
would fon may wit , and æque 1 5 


Ui cum ſuper te 


over him. And fo from lacrymas agunt. De Pa- 
the N Conſideration, uitent ia, 7. 382. 
Cyp 


- exhorted che 


to this Penitent Cum lacrymis noſtris_ 
* with our veſtras lacrymas j jung ite; 


„ cum noſtro gemiiu, ve- 
Trav, ſaith he, Joyn your” 4tros gemitvs copulate, | | 


Tears; with our Groans De Lapſis, . 27. 7.85. | 
couple” yo ar Groans, „ n 2 * vet 
$ 10. As ſoon as Confeſſion was over, then 
followed the formal Abſolution, which was 
<vs: The Perſon to be abſolved, kneeled 
down before the Biſhop and the Clergy, who, 
put their Hands upon his Head, and bleſs'd 6h 


bim; by which external Ceremony. the Peni- 


tent was declaratively and formally admitted 
to the Churches Peace. Thus Oprian writes, 


3 

2 C, received we * 3 Per impoſit ionem ma- 52 

gur ef Communion 4% nus Epiſcopi & Cleri jus 
the Impoſition of Hands of communicationis aceipi- 
the Biſhop and his Clergy, unt. Epiſt, 10. $.2. p.30, 

gy. 2. 

And that © zo one can be 4 Nec ad Comumunicati- 
Admitted\ to, Communion; onem venire quis poſſit, 


ae niſi prius illi & ab Epit- 
mut che Biſhop and Cler- co po & Clero manus fu- 


Y have impoſed Hands on it py ons Et. 12. 


in. This being ac- 5. 1. 7 


counted the third and laſt 
general Requiſice for the weine of Offen- | 


ders, the two former being the vndergoing a 
late 


1. * = a 
5 N * 5 2 
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ſtate ol Penance, and a publick Confeſſion of Ml cc 
their Sin ; all which three are frequently men- 


| tioned together as ſuch by Cypr ian, as where he 


s Agant Secditores pe * lays, Let Offenders do W Lay 
nitentiam juſto tempore, Penance 4 ſet ſpace of ver 


& ſecundum diſcipline time, and acaording to the 
| ordinem ad exoniologe- Order of - Diſcipline, le: 
eee eee, 
& Cleri jus le and by Impoſution of Hang: 
tionis accipiant. Epiſt, f the Biſhop and Clergy, 
10. . 2. . 30. let them receius the Right 

f Communion. And in 
other places he complains of the irregular and 
unadviſed Actions of ſome. of his Presbyters, 
that they admitted ſome of the Lapled to Com- 
„ munion, before they had 

tiam, ate Exomologe- 7 
ſin giaviſſimi atque ex- made a Publick Confeſſion 
tremi delicti tactam, an- of their Sin, and had 
te manum ab Epiſeopo Hands impoſed on them by 
& Clero in peuitentam the Biſbep and Clergy. 
impoſitam, offerre lapſis e ben 
puacem, & Euchariſtiam 11. After the Pepi. 
date audeant. Epiſt. 15. tents were abſolved by 
S. 1. p. 32. and almoſt impoſition of Hands, then 
the [ame words are repear-- they were received into 
_— Epilt. hots S- 1 p. the Communion of the 
e Par- 
takers again of all thoſe Priviledges, which by 
their Crimes they had for a while forfeiced : 
Only when an offending Clergy-man was ab- 
ſolved, he only was reſtored ro Communion as 
a Lay man, but never re-admitted to his Eccle- 
fiaſtical Dignity. Thus when one of the Schiſ- 
matical Biſhops, that Ordained Novatian, re- 
turned to the Church, he was deprived of his 
A FCcccleſiaſſi- 


=» 


wi 


SS 8 WV 


7 Gta w 


* 


23 atithe Pzdnitive Church,” #07 hs; 
Eccleſiaſtical Office, and admitted only. to 


7 L- Communibn. 0 


5: ws ou | 
ey &s Naj- 
likewiſe Apoſtate or . Cornel. apud Eu- 


Lapſed Biſhops were ne- ſeb. ud. 6. caps . v- 
ver reſtored. again to neh * 

their Office, The Rea- 

ſons whereof may be ſeen in hes Ga th Ex pille of 
prien. And therefore een a lapſed Bi- 
extremoly- nf; if the tis fbi gratylans, fi 


ſibi vel Laico commu- 
Church would but have nicare contingeret, Apud 


permitted. him to commu- Cyprian, Epift. 68. 8 7. 
nicate as 4 Layman. But p. we 

yet I ſuppoſe that for 
every Fault Clergymen were not Aae of 
their Orders, but only according to the Great- 
neſs of their Crimes, and the Aggravation of 


| them, ſince [ find that Maxim a Presbyter of 


the Church of Rome, who had been deluded in 1 
to the Schiſm of Noi 2 
an, was upon his Sub- eren | Precbyte- 


age Rs : rum locum ſuum agno- 
miſſion? reſt ored by Cor- ſcere juſſimus. Cornel. 


velius, to i rpg _ Cyprian.” . 46. 
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© romvened, the manner of their Proceedings, « 
Moderator firſt choſen, what the Moderator: 
.  _- Office was. F. 8. Then they entred apon Buſir 


7» Churches, ' their Alls were only” adviſng. 


„CC 


Pariſh, 8 Church having Power 


fſenders: But there is no need to make this Sup- 
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0 ency of "Churches. F. 2. 
Of the Dependency of Churches. $3, Of Sy- 
. nods, and the ſeveral kinds of them. F. 4. 
How often Synods were convened. F. 5. Wh 
were the Aembers of Synods." F. 6. By who: 
Authority Synods were- convened. J. When 


* 


. meſs, which had relation either to Foreign 
Churches, or their mn ; with reſpect to Foreign 


S. 9. W ith reſpeF to their own Churches obli- 
Fig. The End and Power of Synods enquired 


% a — 
s #8 .. 8 s * 
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7 * N . > 

i., 
* 2 
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iſcipline on her own Members, 
without the Concurrency of other Churches; 
elſe in thoſe places where there might be but 
one Church for ſeveral Miles round, which we 
may reaſonably fuppoſe, the Members of that 
Church. muſt have trayelled ſeveral, if not 
cores of Miles, to have had the conſent of o- 
ther Churches, for the Puniſhment of their Of- 


poſition, ſince it was decreed'by an African 1 
| 4. rod 
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1 e every one's. . 

tutum ft, Gibbs 
. Cauſe ſhould © "be heard nobis, & æquum fir pa- 
where the Crime was come riter ac juſtum, ut unius 
= 'becanſe that to cujuſque cauſa illic audi- 


5) every Paſtor mA commit- atur, ubi eit crimen ad- 


miſſum, & ungulis pa- * 
- ted 4 particular Port ion of” ttoribus portio gregis ſit⁵⁸ 


: Chriſt s Flock, which he adſeripta, quam regar 
mas particularly to rule unuſquiſque & gubernet 
and govern, and to rene mi 80 . a hoo: ; 
der an account thereof un- . 

tothe Lord. And fo a- Fi. „ b 8. l. 
nother | African Synod, 

that decreed the Rebaptization of thols. that 
were Baptized by Hereticks, thus conclude their 
Synodical Epiſtle to Pope Stephen, who held the 
contrary, *-Whereas we 


2 „ n quoſ- 
lum that ſome Biſhops dam quod ſemel imbibe- 


will not relin yy an Opi- rint nolle deponere, nee 
nion, which they haue em- propoſitum ſuum facile 
brated, bur Keeping whe mutare, fed ſalvo inter 


Collegas pacis & concor- 
1 Bond af Peace and diæ vinculo, quedam 


- cord with their Collcagu 55 ; propria, que apud ſe ſe- 
will retain ſome proper and + mel ſint ulurpata, reti- 
Preplier Sentiments, which = e, mu in re Foe * 
they have formerly recei- im cuduan ncimus, 
, aut legem damus, cum 

3 to "On —_ * Habearin Ecclefiz admi- 
niſtratione voluntatis 
RY — — 
unuſquiſque ꝑ N itus, 


of bis Church, free liberty. ne 


mino redditurus. — 
10 follow his own Ni lt, be- Cyprian. 250. 72. Ty Js 
ing to render an account of 7. 217. 
"” Attions unto the Lord. 
After theſe two Synodical Determinations, 
it Keith be thought needleſs to produce the 
| K 2 fingle 


Py 
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ſingle Teſtimony of Cyprian, but that it ſhews 
us not only the practice of the Biſhops of his 


Apud anteceſfores no- 
quidam de Epil- 
copis iſtic in provincia 


ſtros 


noſtra dandam pacem 
meœchis non putaverunt 


& in totum pœnitentiæ 


locum contra adulteria 
lauſerunt, non tamen a 
oepiſcopotum lſuorum 


colleg io receſſerunt, aut 


Catholicæ Eccleſiæ uni- 
tatem vel duritiæ vel 


cenſuræ ſuæ obſlinatione 
ruperunt, ut quia apud 
alios adulteris pax da- ch ; 
gave Peace to Adulterers, 


batur, qui non dabat de 
Eccleſia ſepararetur, ma- 


nente concordiæ vinculo 


& perſeverante Catholi- 


cx Eccleſiæ individuo - 


Sacramento, actum ſuum 
diſponit & dirigit unul- 
quiſque Epiſcopus, rati- 


onem propoſitĩ ſui Do- 


* mino redditurus. Epiſt. 
52. 5. 15. f 16. 


own Acts, rendring an ac- 
count of them unto the 
Thus every Church 


Age, but alſo of their 


Predeceſſors. Amongſt 


the ancient Biſhops of our 
Province, ſaith he, ſome 
thought that no Peace was 
to be given to Adulterers, 
for ever excluding then 


From the Communion of the 


Church ; but yet they did 


not leave their  Fellow- Bi. 
ſhops, or for thu break the 


Unity. of the Catholick 
Church; and thoſe that 


did not therefore ſeparate 


from thoſe that did not, 


but ſtill retaining the Bond 


of Concord, every Biſhop 


diſpoſed and directed bu 


was in this Senſe independent; that is, without 
the Concurrence and Authority of any other 

Church; it had a ſufficient Right and Power in 
its ſelf to puniſh and chaſtiſe all its delinquent 


and offending Members. 
&. 2. But yet in another Senſe it was depen- 
dent, as conſidered with "— 2 as 
CCC of: Re Onerae. ln 
beben Sunn uns yorfal, ! There i; baron 
dum in multa membra Church of Chriſt, faith 
* Do £2 Cyprian, 


K. % = X a ww eas oo © 


a 3 DS Ru Qw * ay Q 


"of the P2imitive Church. 139 
1 5 divided through diyiſa, item epiſcopatus 


the whole World into m mn Fes errand 


Members, and one Epif- 91m concordi my 
copac) diffaſed through the 5. 13. p. 118. 1 * 
numerous, Concord of man e 
Biſhops. A Particular Church was not the whole 
Church of Chriſt, hut only a Part or Member 
of the Univerſal one; and as one Member of 
the natural Body hath a regard to all the other 
Members thereof, ſo a particular Church, which 
was but one Member of the Univerſal, had re- 
lation and reſpect to the other Members there- 
ol. Hence tho? the Labours and Inſpections of 
the Biſhops were more peculiarly conſined to 
their own Pariſhes, yet as Miniſters of the 
Church Univerſal, they employed a general 
kind of Inſpection over other Churches alfo, 
obſerving their Condition and Circumſtances, 
and giving unto them an account of their own 
ſtate and poſture ; as Cyprian inſpected that of 
1 giving this as his Reaſon for it, that 
atho they were many qo HANS, 
Paſtors, yet they were but 5 (on 0 Daum tung 
one \Flock, and they ought gregem paſcimus, & oves 
to congregate and. cheriſh univerſas quas Chriſtug 
al the Sheep, which Chriſt ſanguine tuo & paſſione 
redeemed by his Blood and. 2 on, * * 
Paſſion. And the Gler- f. 5. f. 1. 4 7. 
ach 8 
Rome thanked Cyprian, that he had acquainted 
them with the (face of the Church in Africa; for 
ay they, © We ought all 


© Omnes enim nos decet 


pro corpore totius Ecclefiz, cujus per varias quaſque 
provincias membra digeſta ſunt, excubare. Au pr. 


„„ 


* 


4 The Conftitution; Diltipline;Wc. 
of us to take care of the Body of the whole Church, ma 
whoſe Members are diſtended through various Pro- abc 
vinces.. If the Biſhop of one Church had any tio 
difficult Point to determine, he ſent to another MI Af 
Biſhop for his Advice and Deciſion thereof. As ma 
when Dyoniſius Biſhop of Alexandria had a cri - mo 

tical Cauſe ro determine, he ſent to Hus Bi- 

U“ , , «˙ 6ůimmm Rem," . 

a n Glue Adu bis Opinion and Counſel 
ee ne therem, And fo when 

Tue 2 cap, 9. p. there was ſome diſſe- 

254. rrence at Carthage about 

| IRE ROD the Pacificatory Libels of 
the Martyrs, ' Cyprian writ to the Church of 

Rome for their Advice therein, For faith he, 
ge 5 2049-2128, Deanly beloved Bre- 
* K  thren, bath common Rea- 
5 chartlſini. nibil conſci- ſon and Love re lire, that 
entiz vellræ ſubtrahere one of theſe things that 
de his quæ apud nos ge- are tranſatted here, ſhould 
Seen ee be pe Jrom our Xen 
_ c#adminiſtrationis com- ledge, but chat _ 15 yall 
mune conſilium. Epiſt. have your Counſel about 
29, . 66. Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtra- 
Wnt} ts | tions. In theſe, and in 
many other ſuch like Caſes, which would be 
needleſs to enumerate, there was a Correſpon- 
dence between. the particular Churches of the 
w One 
S. 3. But that that chiefly deſerves our Con- 
ſideration, was their Intercourſe and Govern- 
ment by Synodical Aſſemblies, that is, by a 
Convocation of Biſhops, Presbyters, Deacons, 
and Deputed Lay-men of ſeveral particular 
Churches, who frequently met together to 
1 OW - maintain 


2 


o=2y 3  T 32 II 7 © 


| that condemned Paulus 


£8 Ah... 0 AN "Mk K tes G0. SO. a. 


* 


tions, to regulate all Eccleſiaſtical or Church- 
Affairs within their reſpective Limits, and to 


| manage other ſuch like things, of which I ſhall 


more largely treat in the end of this Chapter. 


That which muſt be ſpoken of in this Section 


I 


is, the ſeveral kinds or forts of Synods, the 


moſt avguſt and ſupreme kind whereof, was an 
Univerſal or Oecumenical Synod, which was a 


Congregation of che Biſhops and Deputies of as 


many Churches as would pleaſe to come from 


all Parts of the World: Of this ſort I find but 


one within my limited ſpace of the firſt three 


Hundred Years after Chriſt, and that was 
the Council of Antioch, 57 4 
er he e e 
will not paſs for a General Council, there was 
no ſuch one before that of Nice, which was 


held Anno 325. and fo there was no one of this 


kind within that time to which I am confi- 
ME. | & SF, ger 

But thoſe Synods, which were very frequent 
within my preſcribed time, were Provincial 


Synods, that is, as many particular Chyrches 
as could conveniently and orderly. allociate 


themſelves together, and by their common 
Conſent and Auchority diſpoſe and regulate all 


things that related to their Polity, Unity, Peace, 
and Order. What extent of Ground, or how 


many particular Churches each of ſuch Synods 
did contain, cannot be determined; their Pre- 
eincts were not alike in all places, but accord- 
ing as their Circumſtances and Conveniencies 
4 F would 


— 


© of the Primitive Church. © 14 
maintain Unity, Love and Concord, to adviſe 
about their common Circumſtances and Condi- 


9 Apud Euſeb, lib. 7, 


— 


Would permit; fo: Tt . themſelves into 
thele $ynodical Aſſemblies, and werg governed 


in common by t 


e Synods, Who were called 


the $ynods « of fuch ar ſuch a Province: As we 


b */Coepilcopis noſtris in 


eadem proyincia' coniti- ” 


a Eil. 67. 8. 17 5 


| . In provincia noſtra. 


Fiſt. 52,%. 13. 5. 118. vince, as the Biſhops * in 


read in _Cypriay of the 
Province of Arles, and 
the Boy therein, And 
Cyprian frequently [peaks | 
of the Biſhops of his Pro- 


þ 2 8 1 our Province, and * through- 
per provinciam. Epiſt. out our Þ rownce, and 


| 55. . 18. _ | 3. 
$430 ir 


T Apud + nos & fere per 


pProvincias uniyerſas te- 


netur. ut — ad eam plc 
bem cui p;zpoſitus ordi- 
natur Epiſcopi ejuſdem 


proꝝ inciæ prox imi qui | 
FN: copyenmant, Epiſt, 


8 8.6 11. . 


ing Biſhops, 0 
L vince "ſhould 


EY. . throughaut the Province: 
ula eſt noſtra 


provincia. Epil. 45.5 2. 
5 and that i it was © the cu- 


And tells us, that bi 
Province. Way ver 9 large, 


ſtom of his Province, and 
almoſt all at her Provinces, 
that upon the Vacancy of 
4 Pariſh, the neighbour 


that Pro- 


| meet toge: 
ther at * Pariſh t1 


Ordein them 4 new Bi N a 

S. 4. How often theſe B 8 were 
convened, is uncertain, ſinge that varied ac- 
_ cording to their Circumſtances, and Pei re· 
{pective Cuſtoms. Firmilian Biſhop of Ceſare 
m Cappadocia ae, that in his Province 
they met every Tear. 
1 2 Per fibgulos annos 2 And whoſoever will 2 
amen conveniamus. 4. ſider the frequent Synods 
7 wt Epi 1. 75 9* 5 that are one in 
. ran, wal find 7 in 

19 
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6 Gs they met at leaſt once, and ſfome- 


times twice or thrice a Year. 


OM 5-As for the Members that compoſed theſs' 


Synods, they were Biſhops, Presbyters, Dea- 
cons, and Deputed Laymen in behalf of the 


people of their reſpective Churches. - Thus at 
that great _—_— of Antioch, that condemned 


Paulus Samoſatenus, there. 


were, preſent * Biſhops, Faiorom g tg 


« - 
Prechyrers, Deacons, and &' & Heerdt & of on 


is, Laymen that repre- c. 30. 7. 279. 
ſented the People of their 


ſeveral Churches, So alſo we read in an ancient 
Fragment in Euſebius, that when the Hereſie 
of the Montaniſts was fix'd and preach” d, 


9 the Faithful in Aſia met- 


9 5 
rogerber ſeveral times to Tay 8 E Tho A4 ia 
ang 6s Tan 3 


examine „ and upon e- Joy, &c. Apud Euſ e b. lib. 


amination condemned it. 5. cap. 16. P. 181. 


do alſo when there were 
ſome Heats in the Church of C artbaga about the 
Reſtitution of the Lapſed, Cyprian writes from 


his Exile, that the Lapſed ſhould be patient till 
ous ha reſtored Peace to the Church, and 
then there ſhould * be con- 

Ut E Tt I 8 
vened 4 Synod of Biſhops, unum piſeep plures in 


and of / the Laity who had ſente & llant ium piebe-- 


ſtood firm during the Per- diſponere omnia conſilii 
communis religione pol- 


ſecution, to. conſult about 
and determine their Af. 2 Epiſt. 14. F 2. 


fairs, Which Propoſiti- 


on was approved by Moſes and Maximus, and 
cer! Nen en who Hey the conſult- 


ing 


the {Eh of God, tha t power 7222 | a E 4 
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2 Conſultis omnibus E- 7% of a Synod of Biſhops) 


' piſcopis, Presbyteris, Dia- 
cConibus, Confeſſoribus, 
EX ipfis ſtantium Laicis. 
Apud Cyprian. Epiſt. 26. 
$:4 . 


- 


3 Collatione conſiliorum 


| I cum Epiſcopis, Presby- 
teris, Diaconis, Confel- 7 


foribus, pariter ac ſtan- 


tibus Laicis facta, lap- 


ſorum tractare rat ionem. 


4 Cyprian, Epif. 31. 


5. 5. . 70. 


14 Epiſcopi plurimis—. 


cum Pres byteris & Dia- 
conibus , præſente etiam 
| parte. 


44. Ooncil. Carchag, apug* of the Lay. 


lebis maxima 


P resbyters, Deacons, Con- 


 feſſors, and the fanding 
_ Laity, 
whole Body of the Cler- 


as alſo did the 
gy of the Church of 


Rome, who were willing, 
that that Affair of the 


Lapſe ed ſhould be determi- 
ned by the common Counſel 
of the Biſhops, Presbyrers, 
Deacons, Confeſſors, and 
the ſtanding Laity. And 
thus at that great Coun- 


cil held at Carthage, Anno 


258. there were preſent 
Eighty Seven * Biſhops, 
together with Presbyters, 
Deacons, and a great part 


6. 6. If it ſhall he de- 


Cyprian. 2. 4433. 
„„ manded by whoſe Autho- 
rity and Appointment Synods were aſſembled. 
To this it will be replyed, That it muſt neceſſa- 
rily have been by their own, becauſe in thoſe 
Days there was no Chriſtian Magiſtrate to or- 
der or determine thoſe Affairs. 
S8. 7. When a Synod was convened, before 
ever they entred upon any Publick Cauſes, they 
cChoſe out of the graveſt and reno wnedſt Biſhops 
amongſt them, one, or ſometimes two, to be 
their Moderator or Moderators; as at the 
Act. Concil. a Council held at Carthage, 
ad Calcem oper. Cypr. 


Anno 258. * Cyprian was 
Moderator or Prolocutor 


thereof. 


FP ; Ks ; * 2 ; 45 * * 4. : ' * ; . "INE — 1 * 1 , Fi. , 1 I 
of the P2iniitive Church. 145 
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” 


thereof. And fo we read of the Prolocutors of 


leveral Synods, that were aſſembled in divers 


arts of the World, to determine the Controe 


verſies * Fa. 
r: As Victor Biſhop © Euſeb. ub. 

i Rome was Prolocutor * 23. P. 190, 191. | 
of a Synod held there. Palmas Biſhop of Ama- 


« Apud Eufeb. lib. 3. 


fitis Moderator of 4 Synod held an Pontus; and 


Irenzus Biſhop of Lyons of another in France, 
' 7 Apud Fuſeb. lib. 5. 


7 75 Ae, of E- 
hefus preſided over 4 Sy- uſel 


and'® at 4, Convocation in * Apud Fuleb. lib. 3. 


Moderators, viz. "Theophilus Biſhop of Cæſarea, 


aud Narciſſus 8 of Jeruſalem. The Office 
4 


and Duty of a Mo 


ynoqd, to ſee all things calmly and fairly deba- 
| ted and decreed; and at_the conclufi on of any | 


Cauſe, to ſum-up what had been debated a 


urged on both fides, to take the Votes and Suf. 
frages of the Members of the Synod; and laſt 
of all, to give his own. All this is evident in 


rator was to preſide in the 


the Proceedings of the Council of Carthage, 


which are extant at the end of Cyprian s Works, S 


Cyprian being Moderator of that Council: Af- 
ter all things were read and finiſned relating to 


the Queſtion in hand, ſums up all, telling the 
Synod what they had heard, and that nothing 
more remained to be done, but the Declaration 


of their Judgment thereupon. Accordingly ' 


thereunto the Biſhops gave their reſpective 
Votes and Deciſions ; and laſt of all Cyprian, as 
Preſident, gave in his. 2 


8 8. 
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S. 8. When the Moderator was choſen, then 
they entred upon the conſideration of the Affairs 
that lay before them, which may be conſider d in 
a two-fold reſpect, either as relating to Foreign 

urches, or to thoſe Churches only- of whom 
they were the Repreſentatives. As for foreign 
Churches, their Determinations were not oblt. 
gatory unto ther, becauſe they were not repre- 
{ented by them; and ſo the chiefeſt matter they 
had to do with them, was to give them their 
Advice and Counſel in any difficult Point, 
Which they bad propoſed to them; as when the 
People of Aſtorga and Emerita in Spain had 
written to ſome African Churches for their Ad- 
vice, what to do with their two Biſhops, who 
had lapſed in Times of Perſecution. This Caſe 
Was debated in a Synod held Anno 258, whoſe 
Opinica thereupon is to be ſeen in their Synodi- 
cal Epiſtle, extant at large amongſt the Works 
of Gprian. Eypiſt. 68. p.200,, 
FS. 9. But wich reſpect unto. thoſe particular 
Churches, whoſe Repreſentatives - they were, 
their Decrees were binding and obligatory, 
ſince the Regulation and Management of their 


Affairs was the general End of their Conve- 


* 


. oy | $625 OY 
Fi V arious and many were the particular Ends 
of theſe Synodical Conventions, as for the pre- 
vention of Injuſtice. and Partiality in a Pariſh 
Conſiſtory: As ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Conſiſto - 
ry had n unrighteouſſy cenſured 
one of their Members, what ſhould that cenſu- 
red Perſon do, unleſs appeal to the Synod to 
have his Cauſe heard there, as Feliciſſimus did, 
who after he was excommunicated by his o＋]n 


— Piinitive Charch. " "om 
Pu of which Cyprian 1 


s had his 6 | cores ad 1 te coll egæ 


- noſtri manu ſua fubſcrh 
Cauſe 2 before 4 Sy- tas miſerunt, qui 100 


nod, who ratified and con- tis eis, quid ſenſer int, & 
K 
communication againſt him. SR 
And Men Ei may . ee, 
ſuppoſe it to be for the prevention of Partia- 
liry and Imuſtice; that 
in Leſſer © Aſia * Offenders ? Per Sogulosannocy con- 
K 
— 2h 255 745 25 Firmil. 
. 6.4 
aſſembled for theexamin- - 93.7 25 en 
ing, condemning, and ex- 
communicating of all ene within their 
Limits, that ſo the Faithful might avoid and ſhun 
— 38 Paulus Samoſatenus was condemned 
the? Council of An- 
ack, for reſolving. of all - haſh. lid. 7. e. zo. 
difficult Points that did e 
not wound the Eſſentials of Religion, or had 
| relation unto the Diſcipline of the Church, as 
when there was ſome Scruple about the Time 
of baptizing of Children, 


1 


2 Apud Cyprian. Epiſt. 


a? 3 of Sixty Six = 59. p. x62. 
ſhops 2 * ether to de- 55 
cide it. And ſo when there were ſome Diſputes 


concerning the Martyrs Power Ws reſtore the 


Lapſed, Synods were to 


In unum convenien 
be aſſembled 140 decide tes diſponere omnia 


them. But why do | go ſſimus. Aud Cypr. 
about to reckon up Par- Him: 14.'S: 7 my 5 
ticulars, when as my 

are endleſs 5 let this ſuffice in general, that 2 
re en | nodes 


146 The-Conftitution, Diſcipline, Ke.. 
nods were convened. for the Regulation and 
Management of all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs within 
their reſpective Juriſdictions, as Firmilian 
2 Ut per ſingulos ol Weißes, aa in din Cour 
ſeniores & præpoſiti in oy. he Biſhops and Preſ. 
unum conveniamus ad ©yters met tog ether even 
1 ea quæ curæ Tear, to diſpo e thoſe thing, 

_ nollre commiſſa ſunt. which were committed ti 
Ae Cyprian. Fpife 75. their charge. Here they 
5 5 P. 250%  - - conſulted about the Dil- 
_Cipline, Government, and External Polity of 
their Churches, and what means were expedi- 
ent and proper for their Peace, Unity and Or- 
der, Which by their common Conſent they en- 
acted and decreed to be obſerved by all the 
Faithful of thoſe Churches whom they did re- 


22 £ <2 
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He who denies this, muſt be very little ac- 
; 3 with the ancient Councils, eſpecially 
thoſe which were held after the Emperors be- 
came Chriſtians, The reaſon why we find not 
more Synodical Decrees of the three firſt Cen- 
turies, comes not, from that they judicially de- 
termined none, or required not the obſervance 
of them; but from that, either they were not 
careful, or the Fury and Violence of the Times 
VWwould not permit them to tranſmit them down 
to their. Succeſſors; or through the length of 
time they are loſt, and ſcarce any thing beſides 
the Names of ſuch Synods are now remem- 
bred; and of Multitudes, neither Names nor 
Decrees are to be found: But yet there is e- 
nough eſcap'd the Fury of Perſecution, and the 
length of time to convince us, that thoſe 5y- 
nods did decree thoſe things, which they judge, 
e : 00 
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ed expedient for the Polity, Dilciplice a and Go- 
vernment of thoſe particular Churches, that 
eſpective Provinces, and re- 


iredthem to be obſerved by all the Members 


were within their r 


e ef. delt 


2 
3 ——— 


1 an 


2 That ar the approgch 


of a Perſecution, penitent 
Offenders, ſhould. 


* to the Churches Peace. 
3 That Penance 

not be haſtily paſſed o 

or Abſalution be raſhly and 


ſpeedily even. 7 IM 


© That all lapſed and 


ee cl ergymen, ſhould, 
wo their Repentance, be 


only admit to Commu- 


nion as. :Lay-men, and be 


never more capable of diſ- 
Gexing or per forming a 


Ecc efraſtical Function. 
Dat ns Clerg 
uld be a Curator or Tru- 


ſtee 1 Mill or n 
ente, | 


be raſto- 


tere. 


ald 
nga 


E bus we find theſe following Canons deter- 

ſeveral Synods in Africa, Viz. 

b a Delin- 

quent bad nat endured the 

whole time of Penance, Jo 
in 


er of Death, he ſhed 
ved. 


4 Statueramus— Si peri- 


culum infirmitatis urge; 


ret, pacem ſub ictu mor- 


tis acciperent. Apud 
Lee F 8 * 


4 Cee W 
dandam eſſe, & eos ad 
prelium, quod imminet, 
armari & inſtrui opor- 
idem. 

Ante legitimum &æ ple- 
num tempus ſatisfactio- 
nis — pax ei concedere- 


tur. Cyprian. Epi 59. 
S. f. bt. . 


6 3 ejuſmodi 
homines ad pœnitentiam 
quidem agendam poſſe 


admitti, ab Ordinatione 
autem Cleri atque Sacer- 


dotali honore prohiberi. 
Apud WD p.08 7 7. 
Pp. 202. 


n Statutum Bt; ne 1 8 


de Clericis & Dei mini. 
{iris tutorem vel cura. 


torem teſtamento ſuo 


conſtituat. 5 pr. 
5 66. Cy, 


51 : 4 
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. 0. 


— 


15 The-Condlitation;«Diſcipline, Cc. 
And many other ſuch like Synodical Decrees 
relating to the Diſcipline and Polity of the 
Church, are to be met with in Cyprian, which 
were ever accounted Obligatory to all thoſe 
Pariſhes who lived within thoſe reſpective Pro- 
vinces, and had their Repreſentatives in thoſe 
reſpective Synods; for to what purpoſe elſe 


# a did they decree them, if it had been fruitleſs 


and ridiculous to have made frequent and wea- 
riſom Journeys, with great Coſt and Pains, to 

have debated and determined thoſe things, 
= we they judged expedient for the Churches 

Well-being, if after all ic was indifferent, whe- 
ther they were obeyed, or not; 
But that their Decrees were binding, is ad- 
judged by an African Synod of Sixty Six Bi- 
| ſhops, held Anne 254; 6 hn 
* who e e, ene e 
certain Biſhop called The- ſet, temerè Therapius, 
rapius, for breaking the pacem dederit, que re: 
Fd of a Synod, "dap 2 us 2 N 
ſolving a certain Presbyter lum eie à decreti not 
called Victor, before the” 2. 35. 8 N aw 5 
time appointed by that Sy- 1 59. 9. l. P. 70. 
nod was expired; Probably the Breaker of thoſe 
Canons was to have been Depoſed or Suſpend- 
ed, or ſome other ſevere Puniſnment inflicted 
on him, ſince the Biſhops of this Synod ſpeak as 

if they had moderated the Rigour of the Ca- 


*% 


nons againſt Therapius, in FF 
that they? were content= 15 ikuit auer 
ed only. with chiding him mere hoe r & in- 
for hs raſhneſs, and with ſtruxiſſe ne quid tale de 
| LO; him, that catero faciat. Ibidem. 
be ſe no more. I SY 
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80 another Synod in 


a Clergy- man in his laſt 
Will and Teſtament for his 
Truſtee, no Sacrifice ſhould 
be offered for him after his 
Death. (What the mean- 
ing of this Offering of 
Sacrifice after his Death 


is, | ſhall not ſhew here, 


* 
3 


a 


.. che Paimitive Church. 137 
Africa decreed, that 


' of any one ſhould name . Cenſuerunt ne quis 


fratet excedens, ad tute» 
lam vel- euram Clericum 
nomyaret, ac ſi quis hoc 
feciſſet, non offerretur 
pro eo, nee Sacrificium 
= 5 75 ce- 
ebraretur. u pr. 
Epiſt. 66. 5 2. f. 19. 


face I muſt treat of it in another place.) Ac- 
cordingly when Geminius Victor Biſhop of Fur- 
nis had by his laſt Will and Teſtament conſt itu- 
ted Gemini us Fauſtinus a Presbyter, his Truſtee, 


Cyprian Biſhop of Carthage, writ unto the Cler- 


b and Laity of Furnis touching this matter, 
. 1 


erein he informs them, 


* That he and his Col- 
leagues were very much of- 


fended that Geminius Vi- 
ctor had thus broke the 
Canons of the Synod ;, but 
that ſince he had done it, 


he hoped they would take 


care that he. ſbokla ſuffer 
the Penalty annexed to the 
Breach thereof, that in 
conformity thereunto they 
would not mention him in 
their Prayers, or make an 

Oblation for him, that 7 
the Decree of the Biſhops, 


IC 


2 Graviter commoti ſu- 
mus ego & college mei- 
& ideo Victor, cum con- 
tra formam nuper in 
concilio a Sacerdotibus 

datum, Geminium Fay- 

ſtinum Presbyterum au» 
ſus ſit tutorem conſtitu- 
ere, non eſt quod pro 
dormit ione ejus apud 


vos fiat oblat io, aut de · 


precatio aliqua nomine 
ejus in Eceleſia frequen- 
tetur, ut Sacerdotum de- 
cretum religioſè & ne- 
ce ſſariè factum ſerverur 
a nobis. Tbidem, Sg. I, 4. 
P. 195. Pk, 


which was religiouſly and neceſſarily made, might 
be obſerved by them. | NO . R 


To. 


dam poſſe admitti, ab %% 70 Repentance, but be 


The Conftitution, Diſcipline,” &c. 
To theſe two Inſtances we may add that of 
Martialis and Baſilides, two Spaniſh Biſhops, 
vo for their falling into Idolatry in times of 
Perſecution, were depri ved of their Eècleſiaſti. 
cal Functions, and adjudged never more to be 
admitted to the Churches Communion in any 
other Quality than that of Laymen, which ri. 
gorous Sentence an African Synod defends, 
3 Maxime cum janpri- un, he Authority of 
dem decretum eif cul. . General Council, who had 
modi homines ad pœni- bef, ore decreed, that ſuch 
rentiam quidem agen- Men ſhould only be admit- 


ordi nat ione autem clerz . 

atque ſacerdotali hogore for ever exclude d from all 
prohiberi. Aru Cypr." Clerical and Sacerdotal 
Ep. 68. $.8. P. 2. Dignities. | 
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8 1. Of the Unity of the Church, of Selifm, di 
fined to be a Breach of that Tuity. The Unity 
the Church, and conſequently the Breach «f 


14 Fe. be differently underſtood, according to the 


Various . of the Ward Church. 8. 2. 
he Unity of the Church Univerſal conſidered 
- Megatively and Peſitively.; Negatively, it con- 

'* fiſted'not in an Uniformity of Kites, nor in an 

| Unanimity of Conſent to the non- efſential Points 
+ of. Chriſtianity. The Rigid Impoſers thereof 
condemned as Cruel and Tyranuical. H. 3. Po- 
ſitively, it conſiſted in an harmonious Aſſent 10 
the Eſſentiai Articles of Faith. The Nn 
a 2 = 


deu the Paimitive Churth. 153 
ment therein called Schiſin, but not the Schiſm 
f the Ancients. F. 4. How the Unity of 4 
Church Collective was broken ; this neither the 
» Schiſm of the Ancients. F. 5. The Unity of 4 
particular Church conſiſted in two things, in the 
Members Love and Amity each towards other, 
_ and in the Peoples cloſe adherence to their Bi- 
hop, or Pariſh Church: The Breach of the for- 
mer ſometimes called Schiſm. & 5. The Breach 
ef the latter, which was a cauſeleſs Separation 
from their Biſhop, the Schiſm of the Ancients. 
In how many Caſes it was lawful for the People 
10 ſeparate from their Biſhop. F. J. A Separa- 
tion under any other Pretence whatſoever, was 
that which the Fathers generally and 1 
. meant by Schiſm, proved ſo to huve been. F. 8. 
Farther proved from Ignatius. f. 9. Exem- 
pPliſied in the Schiſm of Feliciſſimus and Nova- 
tian. F. 10. An Objettion anſwered touching 
the Schiſm of Novatian. How the Schiſm of 
one particular Church affected ot her Churches. ; 
FS. 11. A Summary and Concluſion of this Diſ- 
curſe concerning Schiſm. © 


— 


$1.T YAving in the precedent Chapters diſ- 
IIe courſed of the Conſtitution and Dilci- 
pline of the Primitive Church, I come now in 
this to treat of the Unity thereof, which I had 
a yery great Inclination to ſearch into, ſince by 
the dus underſtanding thereof we ſhall the bet- 
ter apprehend the Notion of the Ancients con- 
' cerning Schiſm, becauſe that Schiſm is nothing 
elſe but a Breach of that Unity, as will molt 


„ evidently appear from the Quotations that we 
e- ſhall be forced to make uſe of in this Chapter. 


L 2 l 


thereof, | 


and according to the different manner of its 


in ir did conſiſt. 


Church was at liberty to follow its own prope! 


5 * n 75 2 * 
- # * 


154 The Conffifution, Diſcipline, Kc. 
Now that we may know what the Breach of 
the Unity of the Church was, it is abſolutely 

. * neceſſary firſt to know what the Unity its ſelf 

was; for till we underſtand its Unity, it is im. 

poſſible that we ſhould underſtand the Breach 


No for the diſtinct apprehending hereof, 
we muſt remember the various Acceptations of 
the Word Church, as they are related in the be- 

ginning of this Treatiſe, and according to the 

different Significartions thereof, ſo muſt its Uni- 
ty bediverbhed, or be differently underſtood; 


Unity, ſo muſt we apprehend the Breach 
yyy 
* ©. 2. If in the firſt place we reflect upon the 
Word Church, as ſignifying the Church Univer- 
ſal, or all thoſe, who throughout the whole 
Earth proſeſs Faith in Chriſt, then we may con- 
ſider its Unity in this Senſe either Negatively, 
' wherein it did not conſiſt; or Poſitively, where - 


Negatively, It conſiſted not in an Uniformi- 
ty of Rites and Cuſtoms ; for every particular 


Uſages: One Church was not' obliged to ob- 
ſerve the Rites of another, but every one fol- 
lowed its own peculiar Cuſtoms. Thus with 
reſpect to their Faſt before Eaſter, there was 
2 great Diverſity in the Obſervation of it, 
nn ſome Churches they i 1 
* 17 7 „ 50S nt "Or 2s 38 57 Hi 
nutear Ar dil rng n, bt 3 e, ot 5 H anciorc;; ol 
3 a dess nuewds 72 14 tune ovfaſpdo TW 
nutear turf nie, ng eigurdiony 1 Naporia & mic; 
r djuorerasy ꝙ steg ovriguns Iren. apud Euleb. lib. 5: 
cap. 24. P. 193. fu 


* 
: 


oe 
* 


1 


| ! 
cy " 


ſelf I Peace and Concord, the diverſity of their Cuſtoms 
im. ¶ commending the Unity of their Faith. So alſo the 
ach Wl Fealt of Eaſter its ſelf was variouſly celebrated. 

The Aſiatic Churches kept it on a diſſ inct Day 
eof, from the Europeans, but yet ſtill they retained 
of * Peace and Love, and for _ be 
be- Wl the diverſity of ſuch Cu. tf, fade «ms Jie 
the ſtoms, none were ever caſt uy mes Ide 1 
ini · nf the Communion j ©. 
d ; e Church. So likewif,.” | 


writes Firmilian, That © In plurimis Provinci is 
in moſt Provinces their multa pro locorum & no- 
Rites were varied accord. minum diverfitate vari- 


Ui" " Doi Pi. antur, nec tamen 
= ng ta the Diverſities of ter hoc ab Eccleſiz Ca. 
Ane, and Places, and tholice pace atque uni- 
ole that for this #0 one ever | tate aliquando diſceſſum 
n- departed from the Peace elt. Apud Oprian. Eyift, 
ly, a Unity of the Catholich 75. S. 5. P. 237. 


verlal conſiſted not in an Uniformity of Rites 
ud Uſages.= „ 
Unanimity of Conſent to the Non- eſſent 

foints.of Chriſtianity, but every one wan left 
to believe in thoſe lefſer matters, as God ſhould 
th inform him. Therefore Faſtin Martyr ſpeak- 
ng of thoſe Jewiſh Converts, who had ad- 
t, bered to the Moſaical Rites, ſays, that if they 


did this only through their Weakneſs and | 


„ IInbecillity, and did not perſwade other Chri- 
bins to the obſervance af che ſame judaical 


„ ostoms, that? he , 

4 ms, that he would, . „„ „„ 

. N „een, I xo 

ende os dg xz 4apeis ei. "Din. 
. cum Tryphon. f. 260, Ns L3 7 Teceivg 


| 


faſted one Day, in others two, in ſome more, 4 
in others forty Hours, but yer ſtil they 9 


bY \ 


Church. So that the Unity of the Church Uni- . 


Neither in the next Place did it. conſiſt 10 ay 
tal 
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receive them into Church-fellowſhip and Comm. 
2-7 40 PA WD - - 
Whoſoever impoſed on particular Churches 
the obſervance of the former of thefe two things, 
or on particular Perſons, the belief of the lat. 
ter, they were eſteemed not as Prefervers and 
Maintainers, but as Violaters and Breakers of 
the Churches Unity and Concord, c. 
An Inſtance of the former we have in that 
Controverſie between the Churches of the Eaſt 
and Weſt, touching the time when Eaſter was to 
be celebrated. For when Y:#or Biſhop of Rowe 
had Excommunicated the Eaſtern Churches, be. 
cauſe they continued to obſerve that Feaſt on a 
different time from the Churches of the Weſt, 
not only the Biſhops of the adverſe Party, but 
even thoſe of his own fide condemned him as 
_ raſh, heady, and turbulent, and writ ſeveral 
Letters about this Aﬀair, n ** 
td i. i» eee 
bv wg goth 8e. ſharply cenſared 2 | 
24. p. 999. 4s for the Latter, we 


base an inftance thereof 
in the Controverſie that was between Srepher 
Biſhop of Rome, and Cyprian Biſhop bf Carthage, 
touching the Validity of Hereticks Baptiſm: 
For when Stefſher Anathematized Cyprian, be- 
caufe he held the Bapriſm of Hereticks to be nul 
and void, other Biſnops condemned Stephen as a 
Breaker and Diſturber of the Churches Peace. 
And amongſt others, Firmilian 4 Cuppadocian 
Biſhop, vehemently accuſes him as ſuch, be- 


Af U 


cauſe” that he would impoſe upon others 


the Belief of ſuch a diſputable Point, which, 
fays he, was never wonted to be done, but 


S8 SN reg s rss ne 


1 : .9 eV # 
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"Bon Y , 
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: 22 1 fo domes Multa pro locorum & 
their own aijeren Pays, nominum diverſitate va- 
and never therefore broke riantur, nee tamen prop- 
the Unity and Peace of the ter hoc ab Eccleſiz Ca- 
Catholick Church, which JO» ary) 12 „ — 
nm, ſaith he, Stephen eff. Quod n 44 Skepha- 
dares to do, au br eaks nus aulus eſt facere, um- 
that Peace mhich the anci- pens adverſum vos pa- 
ent Biſhops always jreſer- Cem, quam ſemper, ante- 
ved Jo Arma! 2 fer 4. ceſſores ejus vobiſcum a- 


| F" 4 more & henorg mutho 
Knee, And therefore m4 Z# benors muty 


g lind n id Acts '' 0 D 
that great Council of Carthage convened to de- 
termine this matter, that when Cyprian ſummd 
up the Debates thereof, he dehorts his Fellow - 


Biſhops ſrom the impoſing Humour and Tem- 


hs N 1 1 May ok 1 4 4 | 
| Lava = | i 4. Supereſt ut de hac ipſa 
remains, fich hes, that: 5e Prem; quid fenz. 
every one of us declare our mus, proferamus, nemi- 
Judgments concerning. this nem judicantes, 1 I 

matter, judging. no Man; jure communionss ali- 
or removing any one from quem, fi diverſum ſenſe- 


„eee it amoventes, Neque 
our C ammunion, F he think; m quiſquam noſtrum 
otherwiſe than we do; for FPpiſcopum ſe eſſe Epiſ- 
let none of ut make him- coporum 2 = 
elf a Bill of. Ri or tytannico terrore ad 
ſelf a B Hop of Bs er 1 c en 
. E g 0 as 1uos x git. 
compel his Colleagues to the E Carthag. apud ()- 
| neceſſity ef obeying. So ;puians p. 4. 
that the forcing a Belieff be 
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in theſe leſſer matters was Cruelty and Tyranny | 
6 in the Impoſers thereof, who for ſuch unrea- 

: Ph: Fernen £:- 
| fonable Practices were look d upon as Enemies 
h, do, and Violarors of the Churches Concord, be- 
uu ing the true Schiſmaticks, inaimuch as they 

N 38 8 L 4 Y TI cob were 


7 


tterficiunt, pacem Joquen- 


758 The Coiillitution, Dikcipline, Ce; 


were the Cauſe of Schiſm and Diviſion ; unto 
whom therefore may be applyed that Saying of 
Jrenæus, That at the laſt 


: Rl | N Day Chriſt ſhall judge thoſe 


1\mata operantur, qui g 
ſunt "ant ira Ben bh who cauſe Schiſms, who art 
dentes Dei dilectionem, inhumane, not having the 
—  Fuamque uiilirateni pen Fear of God, bur preferin 
cu colder Jain Thee wn mere ef 
| | : "T 8 x . ' 
ter modicas & quaflibet he Unity of the Church, 
cauſas magnum & gloti- for triuial and flight Cau- 


_ oſum corpus Chriſti con- ſes rent and) divide the 


antum in ipſis eſt, in- ay eq 7 Take 


5 tes & belſum operantes, them lies, deſer oy it; who 
verè liquantes culicem & ſpeak Peace, hut wage War, 
. camelum tranſglutientes. tyaly ſtraining at a Ona, 
7 * 5 988 7 ; * And ſmalloming à Camel. 
8. 3. But Poſitively, The Unity of the Church 
Univerſal conſiſted in an Harmonious Aſſent to 
the Eſſential Articles of Religion, ar in an Ul- 
nanimous Agreement in the Fundamentals of 
Faith and Doctrine. Thus Irenæus having feci- 
ted a Creed, or a ſhort Summary of the Chri- 
ian Faith, not much unlike to the Apoliles 
T «Creedjimmediately adds, 
Hane igitur prædica- he Church having re- 
 Fonem & hanc fdem a. ceived this Faith and Do- 
4 | Eetlefia; quamvis : * al h h ai rſed 
d difyetfa in univerſo mun- Grme, wee iſp 91 

i do diligenter conlervat, 4 through the whole WA orla, 
Aa cſi in una eademque do- \Eiligently, preſerves it, 4 

© morhabitaret-:- Av ſimi- 6 , 


_ liter Ds-fidem habet, acſi 7 
ven Sema umme Eee, 4nd accordingly ſor 
& idem cor haberet? at- belieues theſe things, 4 
© que, uno) confenſu, hæc 16% ſhe had hut one Soul 
= 9 r 8 


„ ' \ . 7 i 

| E ＋ 1 8 onantly 
; 5 dhe 04S 

x 


ſcindunt & dividunt, & pb and glorious Body of 


Dragees ses 


he inhabited but ont 


"gc. — 
db ® . 
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ches theſe things, as tho 


ſhe had but one Mouth; 


for altho there are various 
Languages in the World, 
yet — Doctrine is one and 


Churches in Germany, 


France, 2 Aſia, . Egypt or _ 
Lybia, haue not 4 diffe- 


rent Faith; but as the Sun 


whole. World.; So the 
Preaching of the Word is 
a Light thet euli ht en E- 
nates all Mien that would 
come to the knowledge. of 


the Truth. Now this Bond 


ũ one and the ſame to all: 
the Creatures of God in the 


te 
of Unity was broken, 


: * 
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dit, acfi uno ore prædita 
eſſet. 


t. Quamvis enim dif- 
ſimil ia ſint in mundo ge- 
nera linguarum, una ta- 


men eademque eit vis 
traditionis; nec que. 


conſtitutæ ſunt in Ger- 


mania Eccleſiæ aliter 


the ſame 3 ſo that the 


credunt aut tradunt, nec 


quæ in Hiſpaniis, neque 


in Galliis, neque in O- 


to, neque in Lybia, aut 


in medio orbis terrarum 
fundatæ ſunt. Sed quem- 


admodum Sol creatura 


Dei unus & idem eſt in 
univerlo mundo, ita & 
prædicat io veritatis ubi- 
que lucet, & illuminat 


omnes nomines qui ad 
not ionem veritatis ve- 
nire volunt. Lib. I. ep.. 
E bp 7 
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when there was a Receſhon from, or a Corru 


* 


tion of the true Faith and Doctrine, as frenæus 
ſpeaks concerning Tatian the Father of the En- 
cratites, that as long as his Maſter Juſtin Martyr 


lived, he held the ſound. Faith, but after his 


Death “ falling off from 
the Church, he ſhaped 


that new Form of Do- 
ctrine. This Unity of 


5 'Amgis & Saulus. 
Apud tuteb. lib. 4. cap. 


29. p. 130. 


the Church in Doctrine, according to Hegeſp- 


10, continued till the Days of Simeon Cleopas 
iſhoPof Feruſalem, who was Martyred under 


Trajan; but after that falſe Teachers prevailed, 
ſuch as the Simonians, Marcioniſts, Valentmians 
} « * i . A — \ 2 f 8 | = 1 4 P- £ <5 . + 
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riente, neque in Ægyp- 
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"a one” * whom 
"And eee, {4b expo! foru PET, falſe 


ir, 
| Tives d ueiouy N Apoſtles, and falſe Pro- 
— 4 euxAnola; oder. phets, who by their 
ban ies Ab x7! Oe Doctrines againſt God and 
N reis d. Apud 5, Ohhh, Ae the C. 
Euleb. lib. 4. ap: . ty og ant 
p. 2430” „„ m of 4 Church. $0 
Re . the Unity of the 
Church Univerſal conſiſted in an agreement oſ 
Doctrine, and the Corruption of that Doctrine 
Was a Breach. of that Unity, and whbever fo 
broke it, are ſaid to divide and ſeparat 


e the 


1 Uniry-of the Church, or which is all one; tobe 


| See 80 Irenæaus writes, that thoſe that 
| introduced new Doct- 
12 Seindunt & ſeparane rines, „did divide and 
| unitatem FFD. A . the 1 of the 
. 43.2 dab. buch. And \Cyprien 
2 Diabolus Hareſes i in- writes, " that the Devil 
venit & Schiſmata, qui- Tan ont Heriſte, and 
| bo. aſus — Sehiſmi, by whidh he might 

ſcinderet Em He lob vert the Faith, corrupt 
Onitate . 5 2. 7. 2 ruth, and divide the 
256. * Unity. But now for Di- 
. ſtinctions ſake the Breach 
* of a Ma, wn was 2. called Hereſie, and 
the word Schiſm generally applyed to the 


Breach of the Churches Unity in another ſenſe, 


ae which more in the other Sections. 

* 5.4 If in the next place we conſider the 
Word Church colleQtively. » as denoting a Col- 

lection e of many parcicular Churches, in which 
1 In provi; AR Africa & Senſe ir is once led in 


Numidia Ecclefiam Dos me " Cyprian, Then its U- 


A mini, Epiſt71 $4 7.214. pity =o have conſiſted 
in 


ina anc; — with, 10 4 aſe 
— toward each other, Which they de monſtra- 
ted by all outward Expreſſions of Love and 
— 27 he per to Communion the 
Members of each other | 
as ? *Frenens - mentions, . cli Jo cap. 
was 'obſerv'd between WIR 
the Churches of Rome and Aſia, 4 in mutually 44. © 
viſing and affiſting one another” by Letters, or 
other wiſe, of which there are frequent inſtan- 
ces in the Ancients, and eſpecially in Cyprian's 
Epiſtles, and in manifeſting all other Marks and 
Tokens of their Love and Concord. Now this 
Unity was broken, when Particular Churches 
claſh'd with each other, when froin being pol-' 
ſeſs'd with Spirits of Meelneſs, Love and Cha- 
fy, they were inflanfed with Hatred, Rage 
Fury againſt each other. A ſad Inn anee 
whereof we have an that Controverſiebetwixt 
Cypriarr and Stephen, or rather between the 
Churches of Europe and Africa, totching the 
Validity of Heretical Baptiſm, wherein” thoſe 
good Men were ſo far tranſported with Bitrer=" 
neſs and Rancour againſt each other, that the 
interchan _ gave ſuch harſh Lang vage an 
invidious Epithets, as are too — is name, 
which if the. Readet be curious to know. he” 
res find too much of it in Cyprian's Epi- 
n ' 
Or if ſeveral OY Churches had for the 
promotion of Peace, Unity and Order, re 1 | 
difpoſed themſelves into a $ynodical C "i 
vernment and Diſcipline, as was always 5 | 
when their Circumſtances and Conveniencies 


would permit thent; then enn broke or 
0 3 violated 


ff d ͤ . hb. Wb. 


iolated their reaſonable Canons, were cenſu- 
red as turbulent and factious, as it hath been e. 
videnced in the former Chapter, and needs no 
farther Proof in this, becauſe that the Schiſm 
of the Ancients was not a Breach, of the 
Churches Unity in this Senſe, viz. as denoting 
or ſignifying a Church Collective. 
F. 5: But Schiſm principally and n. 
ſpected a particular Church or Pariſh, tho” it 
might conſequentially influence others too. 
Now che Unicy of a particular Church. conſiſt. 
ed in the Members Love and Amity toward 
each other, and in their due Subjection or Sub- 
ordination to their Paſtour or Biſhop: Accord - 
ingly the Breach of that Unity conſiſted in theſe 
rwo things, either in a Hatred and Malice of 
each other, or in a Rebellion againſt their Law- 
ful Paſtour, or which is all one, in a cauſeleſs 


f* 


* 


Separation from their Biſhop, and thoſe that 
An. onion? horn hs 
As for the firſt of theſe, there might be En- 
vies and Diſcords between the Inhabitants of a 
Pariſn, without a formal Separation from Com- 
munion, which Jars and Feuds were called 
Schiſm; an Inſtance whereof we find in the 
Church of Corinth, unto whom St. Paul object- 
ed in 1 Cor. 11. 18. VMhen ye come together in the 
Church, I bear that there be Diviſions, or as it is 
in the Original, du, Schiſms among ſt. you. 
Here there was no ſeparate. Communion, for 
they all came together in the Church, and yet 
there were  Schilms amongſt them, that is, 
Strifes, Quarrels and Diſcords. And as far as 
I can perceive from the Epiſtle of Clemens Ro- 
manus, which was writ to appeaſe. another 
Wo es „ 


. 


7 


"MN 


Schiſm in the ſame Church of Corinth, there 


were then only Turmoils and Differences, with- 


out any actual Separation. But on this I ſhall 


not enlarge, becauſe it is not what the Ancients 
ordinarily meant by Schiſm. KE 


F. 6. But that which t 


7 


monly termed Schiſm, was a Rebellion 


hey generally and com- 


againſt, 


or an ungrounded and cauſleſs Separation from 
their Lawful Paſtour, or their Pariſh- Church. 
Now becauſe 1 ſay, that a cauſleſs Separation 


| from their Biſhop was Schiſm, ir will be nece(- 


to know how many Cauſes could juſtiſie 


the Peo 


ples Deſertion of their Paſtour, and theſe 


| think were two, or at moſt three; the firſt 


was Apoſtacy from the Faith, or when a Biſhop 


renounced the Chriſtian Faith, and through fear 
of Perſecution embraced the Heatheniſh Idola- 


tries, as was done in the 


caſe of Martialis and 


Bafilides two Spaniſh Bi- 
ſhops, and was juſtified 
by an African Synod, as 
is to be ſeen throughout 


thoſe of Cyprian s. The 
ſecond Cauſe was He- 


reſie, as Jrenens ſaith, 


Me muſt fly far off from 
all Her etic s. 
gen allows the People to 


leparate from their Bi- 


ſnop, if they conld ac- 
cuſe him of falſe and He- 
erica Doctrine. n 


And Ori- 


Dogmatum. 


5 


. Baſilidem | & Martia- 


lem libellis 1dololatriz - 


commaculatos— Epiſco- 
patum gerere, & Sacer- 
dot ium Dei adminiſtrare 


non oportere. Epift. Sy- 
their whole Synodical E—-— 5 Epi. Sy 


piſtle, ſtill extant amongſt 


nod. apud Oyprian, Ep: 
68. 9.1. * To 


2 Oportet longe fuge- 


re ab eis. Lib. 1. cap. 13, 


P. 65. 


Si habuer is accuſatio- 
nem doctrinæ - peſſime, 
& alienorum ab Eecleſia 
Homil. 7 


in Ezechiel, 


a2 * 
9 


4 on, Wil ipli 4 0 &c. ; 
& third Cauſe was a ſcandalous: and wicked 
Life, as is aſſerted by an African Synod held 
Anna 258. whoſe Exhortations and Arguments 
to this purpoſe may be ſeen at large in their Sy. 
nodical Epiſtle, ſtill extant in Cyprian, Epiſt. 68. 
r 200. out of which ſeveral Paſſages pertinent 
to this occaſion, have been already eited in the 
Aixth Chapter of this Treatiſe, to which I mul 
refer the Reader. Of this mind alſo was Ve. 
24  nans before them, who 
Qui vero Presbyteri writes, * That as for thoſe 
ſerviunt | luis yoluptati- preshyters, who ſerve their 
bus, & non præponunt 5 2 Mele | 

timotem Dei in cordi- Peaſures,and bave not the 
_ - bus luis, ſed eontumeliis fear: of God- before their 
aum teliquos, & prin- Eyes,” who contumeliouſ) 
en e aſe e, art bred 
ſeonkis agunt mala— ab ah Trage, and eco 
omnibus talibus abſiſtere commit wickeaneſs, from 
cporten Lib. 4. cap. 44. all\ ſuch Pretsbyters me 
og ß to ſeparate. Origen 
is 4: ine ſeems ta:be. of a- 
. "other mind, and thinks that the Biſhops Im- 
. morality in Life could: vogue bob . 

„ Separation, fe, 1a 
5 t vit "Rus | 
Tar be, char hath-s care of h 
qui videor in Ecclefia Sau, mill not he ſcandali. 
pPrædicare fcandalizabi- z ed at my Faults, who an 
OB obo tn ee, 
ans Eccleſiz dem, ame Doctrine, and f. nding 
uidem averfabituf, do. #t Areeable ta the Churches 
ſecundum præceſ en 2 will be: averſe, but be wil 

m1 Ait. tu 5 i. . 

E Water ne ering, a 

Scribe & Phariſæi, om- cording to the Precept 
1 enim quæcunque vo- the Lord, which _ 


164 The. 


- 
* » 
; 


7 


« 


ſo 


j- WY ſay unto you hear, and do, 
but according unto their 


and do not: That Scrip- 


what is good, and do the 


Chair of Moſes As A Scribe 
or Phariſee 3 the Precept 
i to thee, O People, if thou 


Doctrine, or Heretical O- 


my wicked and ſinful Life; 


Life according to my Life, 
but do thoſe things which I 


Works do not, for they ſay L 
ture is of me, who teach 


contrary, and fit upon the 


canſt not 'accuſe me of falſe 
pinions, bum only beholdeſt 
thou muſt not ſquare 2 


19 
"3s 

3 
? 


____-> ofitbe Peimitibe Church. 165 
The Soriber and Phariſees bis dicuns audite & fa- 
on Moſes his Chair, 
ts whatever” therefore - they 


cite, Juxta autem opera 
illorum nolite facere ; 


dicunt quippe & non fa- 


ciunt : iſte ſermo de me 
eſt, qui bona doceo, & 
contraria gero & ſum ſe- 
dens ſupra cathedram 
Moyſi quaſi” Scriba & 
Phariſæus; præceptum 


tibi eſt, O Popule, fi 
non habueris accuſatio- 


nem Doctrinæ peſſimæ, 


& alienorum ab Eccleſia 


dogmat um, conſpexeris 
vero meam culpabilem 


vitam, atque peccata, ut 


non habeas juxta dicen 
tis vitam tuam inſtitue- 
re, ſed ea facere quæ lo- 


quor. Homil. 7. im Exe. 


chiel. 


ſpeak. Now whether 
Ireneus; or an African Synod, or Origen be to 
- Wh be moſt credited, I leave the Learned to jud - 15 


tho' I think they may be both nearer reconcile 


s 
chan they ſeem to be, 7reners and that Synod 


affirming, that the People of their own Power 
” and Authority might immediately, without the 


concurrent Aﬀent of other Churches, upon the 
g Immorality and Scandal of their Biſhop, leave 
and deſert him; Origen 3 the People 
af from preſent Execution, till they | 


ad the Au- 


ö thority of a Synod for ſo doing; for thus he 
i muſt be underitood, or elſe he, will contradict 


| all other Writers, it being avouched by all, that 
„ Synods did depoſe all thoſe Biſhops that were 
5 guilry of criminal and ſcandalous Enormities, 


6 * 
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„Ob multa & gravia 


delicto. pr ian. Epiſt 5 Fo. 


* 


ing theſe three Cauſes of Apoſtacy, Hereſis 
and Immorality, it was Schiſm in a Pariſh to 
leave their Miniſter, or to ſet up another Bi- 
ſhop againſt him; for tho? they at firſt choſo 
their Biſhop, yet their Bifhop being on their 
Choice approved and confirmed by the neigh- 
bouring Biſhops, they could not dethrone him, 
without truly aſſigning one of thoſe forementi- 
oned Caules ; for this was to gather 4 Church 
our of a Church, to erect a new Altar and a 
uld not be in one Church; 


new Biſhop, which co 


7 Deus unus eſt, & Chri- 
tua unus, & una Eccle- 
fa, & Cathedra una ſu- 


pet Petrum Domini vo- 
de fundata; aliud altare 


cunſtitui, aut Sacerdo- 


tium novum fieri præter 


unum altare & unum Sa- 
ceidotium non poteit - 
_ Quifſquis alibi collegerit, 
ſpargit, adulterun eit, 
impium eſt, quodcunque 
humano -furore inſtitui- 
tur, ut diſpoſitio divina 

violetur. _ | 40. 5. 4 
2 Neque enim aliunde 
nata ſunt ſchiſmata, 
quam inde quod Sacer - 


| doti Dei non obtemperatur, nec.unus in Eccleſia ad 
tempus Sacerdos, & ad tempus Judex vice Chriſti cogi- 
tatur. Epif, 53. $.6. p. 138. © + 


6 


conſtitute a new Biſhop, be- 
ſides the one Altar and the 


From hence, ſays Cypri- 


ble; whoſoever gathers 
here, ſcatters; ſo to do is 


ſhops, - © for hit many and 
heinous Crimes. 
8 7. But now except. 


for as Cyprian write 

7 God is a, Chriſt mo 
the Church is one, the Rock 
on. which the Church i 
built is one; wherefore to 
erect a new Altar, and 


one Biſhop, is imprattica« 


adulterous, impious, ſacri- 


legious, mad and wicked, 


an, Schiſms do ariſe, that 
the Biſhop is not obeyed; 


* 


and 


TN} 
— 


der the Pꝛimitite Churth. 167 
ind it is not confidered that there ought to be but 
„ and one Judge in 4 Church at a time. 


me Biſhop, nd on 

Dee Ui ſunt ortus atque 
Sree of ene, conta Schiſmariconid 
that throng l ſwelling male oog itantium ut ſibi 
Pride they contemn their — ut præpoſitum 
Biſhop, and ſo they go off ſuperbo tumore contem- 
from the Church, ſo they ddt: fic de Eccleſia re- 


r ceditur, {& altare pro- 
rell a profane Altar, and fanum foris collccatur, 


Peace of Chriſt, and the & ordinationem atque 
0rdination and Wnity of wnitatem Dei rebellatur. 
Cad. And again, From: 6. §. 4. 5. 1934 


g 1 e, Inde Schiſmata & Hæ- 


that: the Biſhop who is hut untur, dum Epiſcopus 
one, and preſides over the qui unus eſt, & Eccleſiæ 
Church, is contemned by preeit, ſuperba quorun- 
the proud  Preſumption of dam præſumptione con- 


= 1- .£.....-.  temnitur, & homo dig- 
Men, and he that mas natione Dei honoratus 


thought worthy by God, s indignus hominibus ju- 
| efeemed unworthy by Men. dicatur. Epiſt. 6p. 5.4. 
And again, The Church 2-28 „„ 
. „ee Ulli ſunt Eccleſia plebs 
u the People united to their Sor 1 
e Sacerdoti adunata, & 
Biſhop, and the 3 paſtori ſuo grex adhæ- 
bering to their Pa o; rens, unde icire debes 
the Biſhop is in the Church, E iſcopum in Eecclefia- 
«nd the Church in the Bi- wie — "To 1 855 
1%; whoſoever are not FPpiſcopo non ſunt, in 
vit h the Biſhop, are not mn Eccleſia non eſſe, & fru; | 
the Church, and thoſe do ira ſibi blandiri eos, qui 
F pacem cum Sacerdotibus 
1 non hahentes obrepunt, & latentur apud quoſdam 
communicate ſe credunt, quando Ecclefia, que. Catho- 
lic una eſt; ſeiſſa non fit, neque diviſa, 12d fir. utique 
connexa, . & eobærent ium fibi invicem Sacerdotum glu- 
tiuo copulata, Epiſt. 69. $7 p. 209. 


an 


ſo they rebel \ againſt. the $6 contrapscem.Chriiti, = 


168 The Conftitation, Diſcipline, &c: 
in vain flatter themſelves, who having not Peace ow 
with God's Prieſts, creep about, and privately com. | 
municate with ſome, as they think, when the Ca. 
tholick Church is not divided, but connexed and 
coupled together by the Unity of its agreeing Zi. 

| ſhops... Whoſoe ver therefore fhould cauſeleſi 
delert his Bifhop, and folicir others ſo to do, 
was a trug Schifmarick, ſince in fo doing, 
e ports: 3 be divided 4 Portion of 
nem plebis dividere, id the Flock with" the Biſhop, 
eſt, à paſtore oves, & fi- ſeparated the Sheep from 
los & parente ſeparare, their Paſtour, and diſſipa- 
&& Chriſti membra diſſi- ted the Members of Chrift 
pare. Fpiſt. 38. 5. 1. From theſe Quotations 
49%  _ thenitis' apparent, that 
the Primitive Schiſm reſpected only a particu- 
lar Church, and conſiſted in a Perſon's Separa- 
tion from Communion with his lawful Biſhop 
without a juſt and authentick Cauſe ; whey any 
one ſhould ſer up a particular Church in a par- 
ticular Church, in. oppoſition to the lawful Bi- 
thop thereof, and fhould draw away the Inhabi- 
tants of that Pariſh from the Communion of 
their legal Miniſter, ſetting up diſtin Meet- 
7 
EO oe. De as' proces "© alls them. 
unitat, Ecclef. §. 10. This was true Schiſm; 
p. 299. fr as Ignatius ſays, who- 
* My fefeias x] irn. ſoe ver ſo aſſembled“ were 
Lo CER Ad not cangregated legally a- 
lun. 2 to the Command: 


ng ee, And been offcia 
„ as 


8.8 


* 1 


de the Primitive Church. 16g 
. 8. This Notion now of Schiſm gives us a 
clear Reaſon, why we find in Ignatius ſo fre- 
quent and Pathetick Injunctions of Obedience 
to, and Unity with our reſpective Paſtours, of 
avoiding all Diviſions, and cloſely adhering to 
them; becauſe a deſerting of them, or a ſepa- 
rating from them, was a Commiſſion of this 
horrid and deteſtable Sin of 'Schiſm, as will ap- 
pear from theſe following Exhortations and In- 
ſtructions of his, with which every Leaf al- 
molt of his Epiſtles are fraught and furniſhed, 

7 All you of the Churchof „ H, A 4. 
emirnſs obey your Abe n "7 ns, 9 twes 
Teſus Chriſt did the Fa- Keie m lei, 3; ad 
ther, and the Presbytery 3 2 d- 
4 the Apoſtles, and ho- Sts ve, niet, ot 
your the 1 accord- e an. * tons 
ing to the Command of 79005710 3] drmdoous 
God, Let nothing of Ee- es Thy entAndidn, Gncivn 
dlefiaſtical Services be done e e 1 ou 
without the Biſhop 13 va „man 
that * be „. e 
Nn Y, * 4: (04.6 ret, 
ſteemed valid, which AS $98. T5 N ter, - 
performed by the Biſhop, or og ins vil Xevns Inafs, 
by one permitted by him. tat i xg να,mᷓneia 
Wherever the. Biſhop is, in Tb ic pelt Sd 
there let the People be; as me er N 
F 
the Catholick Church is; 2 x; mw Oed dudpe 
it is not lawful without the svy. Iva go N g Bir 
Biſhop, or one permitted Ba mv Y eglot]aa. 
by him, to baptize en Epiſt. ad Smicn. p- 6. 1 
lebrate the Euchariſt ;, this is pleaſing unto God, 
that ſo whatſoever is done may be firm and Legal, 
„ 0500000 i544 CONRG 


* 


k ” a 
. 0 
8 MIO © 
K 
A d 4+ . As 
B+ N LO! 
IM 


te [21 Sake # es alle. 

E Vad]dowuld wy 
Hows Two, jar yr 

1 ge 9 di] au- 


Mu 70, gf ep 
giv 9 9550 Epili. ad 
Folycarp. 14. 


"9" MJ &y bende 1 
0 Sung, ive a 0, 

Dee Aa Ephet, 
P. 20. 


megloruy 
egg nos 7 So nos 


e me Ou N 7 f 
por eit mur cube 


 xoview Ings Nang = Ba 
Ny Igw © & Ula 6 ties 
ut U. tes 4 
zd Td 
Tots S een d 


rep iy © eO. ave Te. 


walęsc «Ny iin ur- 
av n oc) $avury 


| AR wie a dr d 
2 r 87 6uTipwr 
N 
Tz TN Te 76. 
2. —4 d "6H 
e mane; T50. 
Miene, eic Vs, de. Lake 
Epitt. ad er 
Por dey 

e, 4 deset 
ews9 & mot 28 +447 
4 gl ox20)uMiiTe, 


WN. 75 N A0 9 


— 


| ala * N re /ſpect unto yo 
"x 15 . 904247 2 ö . 


Ter ws not reſiſt 


Sous x; 


| Prefidents : 
76 os I Ned Nr, Vine ' 
re- 


a 


Biſhop,” as God bath re. 
Ipect unto yo. My Soul 
for theirs that abey thei 
' Biſhop ,, © Presbyters and 
mee and with then 
let my part in God b. 
hag rr our Bi. 

op, leſt we be found Re- 
2 of God. 7 * Texhort 


ae & Sear 67 yon to do every thing i in the 


47 orvdid(s]s mire 


Unity of. God, the Biſhy 
preſiding ' in the place 7 


God, and the Presbyter, 
eln in the place of the Coun- 


cil of the Apoſtles, and 


F the Deacons performing 


the intruſted Miniſtry of 
Teſus Chriſt ; 3: let thert 
nothing | be in you that 
may divide you, but be u- 
nited to your Biſhop and 
. As therefore 
Chriſt did nothing without 
the Father, being united to 
him, neither by himſelf 
nor by his Apoſtles, ſo. do 
you nothing without the Bi- 
uia ſbep and Proechyters, nor 
privately  mithdraw from 


them, but aſſemble toge- 
ther, having. one Prayer, 
one Supplication, one Mind 
and one Hope. 
| Diviſi on; where - the Pa- 


2 Flee al 


for 
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of the — Ch 


vw WH tour it, there as Sheep N be d. alygua menen, 
„alem, for there are many odours tA by Th 
ul 2525 olves, that ſeek 2575 10 e | 


ir but let 

| to * you away, "Inos News 2700 wt 

4 them pave no place in your Gro wine &07v" Y den & 
Mm Unity==" M hoe ver are bes re ro „ * 


t. J n m N open 4 
God's and 7 0 u Chriſt's, To Os? be os: | 


they are with tbe Biſhop 5 W inet: Xewvr Gave. 
7 and whoſoever repenting MAN Nr 25 uu, 
all come to the Unity 'of dne ern d, ha- 


the C hurch, thoſe ſhall be elay Oel 1 KANgoVQU - 
Goll's, that they may live 2 ad F 8 * 


according to Jeſus Chriſt. r 
Be not deceived, my Brethren, 57 any one A We. S 
Schiſmatick," or one that canſeth Diviſion and Se- 
paration, he ſhall not inherit the "ROSHAN of. 


God, * Reſpect the Biſhop, 
Precbyters and Deacons ;" *. Ts FR e 


18 To fte Y 
do nothing without the Bi- Abels, Del 18 Som 


4 | 

ſhop, Keep your Fleſh as Hue * 
N the Temple of Goa, Love 4. 9 — 4 — — ; 
Unity, Avoid Schiſms, be u Tramm 41am, moe 
beser, of Jeſus Chriſt, bueigtas pulls, . 


it * 1099 Ines er ar 
0 —— 5 e * oh aun TY es: au, 8 . 
1683 ett, ie eg“. 22 


s, God dwellt nor; God 5 Neat, ven tal 
there fort pardons all Peni- sede doi 3 vues g- i 
8 tents, if they penitentially rr ag Somme. 
N return to the Unuy of God, dye 24 e * ite 46 Ph . 
and the 8 of - the . as h. P 2E 
4 Gelph. p. 43. 
ee. And ſome other | 
þ luch like Expreſſions there are in the Epiſiles of 
this Father, which evidently demonſtrate Schiſm 
q be nothing elſe than a cauſeleſs Separation 
rom our Ferith a or 5 and a wan _ 
. dring : 
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— 


ding after, or an "Adheſion to 


F. 9. But for the clearer Proof, that this was 


What the Fathers meant by Schiſm, it may not 


Ti be altogether unneceſſary to add unto theſe 


 Quorations an Example or two; for Examples 
more convincingly inſtruct than bare Teſtimo- 
nies and Citations. And here let us firſt view 

the Schiſm of Feliciſſimus in the Church of cæ- 
. rhage, as it is related in the 38th, 40th, and 


| 800 Epiſtles of Cyprian, and we ſhall find it re- 


ecting only that particular Church or Pariſh, 


When Cyprian was elected Biſhop of Carthage, 
Foliciſſimus and others of his Faction oppoſed 
him, but finding themſelves too weak, and not 
powerful enough to balance his Intereſt, they 
yielded to his Promotion, but yet ſtill retained 
an Hatred againſt his Perſon, and waited for a 
more favourable opportunity and à plauſible 
 Pretence to ſeparate from him. Ir pleaſed God 
rhat Nate ſome time after his Advancement, 
Was forced, by reaſon of the Perſecution, to 
withdraw and abſent from his Flock, during 
Which Abſence that Faction made uſe of all 
means to leſſen his Intereſt, till they had 
made their Party indifferently ſtrong, and then 
they broke out into an open Separation from 
bim, forming themfelves ints a diſtinct Meet- 
ing, creating a new Biſhop, ereRing a new 
Altar, and conſtituting a new Church. Now 
all this was acted in, and reſpected only the 
particular Pariſſ of Carthage; without cauſing 

or attempting any Separation in any other 
Ohurch or Patiſh 3 and yer this Eyprian calls 
e eee e ries 


. 


another falſe 


Sgr. 


ſpe 
be 
int 
be 
th 
Vi 
is 
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the Objection may be this: If Schiſm reſpect- 


dhe Pimkie Church. 173 
Schiſme, and Excommunicates the Actors in it 
as Schiſmaticks, and Breakers of the Unity of 
the Church, of his Church Actually, me of 
all the other Churches of the Church Univer- 
fal Vircually, who like the Members of the 
Natural Body, are affected with the Pains and 
Convulſſons of each other.. 

80 alſo the famous Schiſm of Mob aten re- 
ſpected only the particular Church of Rome, 


being no other than his cailſelefs eparation 


from Cornelius his lawful Biſhop, and his ereQ- 
ing ſeparate Conventicles agait him, as may 
be read at large in thoſe Epiſtles of Cyprian, 
that treat of 0 lis Affair, ad in his Book He 
Unitate Eccle 

F. 10. But 1 ſwrele an eeident Objection 
avainit. this 'reſtrained Notion of Schifm, and 
in particular from the Schiſm of Novatidn, 
Which 1 cannot well paſs over without reſol- 
ung, ſinee the Solution thereof will inform us. 
in the manner, how the Schiſm of one parti - 
cular Church did affect other Churches. Now 


ed only one particular Church, whence then 


comes it to paſs that we read of Novatian Bi- 


ſhops, not only at Rome, where that Schiſm 
fiſt began, but in ſeveral other Churches and 
Pariſhes beſides ? Now to this I anſwer, That 
ve muſt diſtinguiſn between che Schiſm and 
2 Heręſie of Novatian ; had Novatian been 

only guilty of Schiſm, in all probability, his 


Sthilmatical-' Actions, as well as all other 


Schiſms before,” would have ended in the fame 


es . they . * have , 


"Diſcipline, be. ; 


ed. no. farther x has ho having once engaged in 
his Schiſm, and willing to continue it, chat he 
might have ſome pretence for thoſe enormous 
Prattices, he accuſed. his Biſhop of remitting 
and looſing che Reins, of Diſcipline, in com- 
municati 15 with Trophimus, and others, that 
had Sacrificed to W as may be amply {een 
in the ggth Epiſile of Cyprian; conſequently 
for the Juſtification of * $ Acculatian, he ad- 
ded this Doctrine, as. the Characteriſtick Dog- 
ma of his Party, That the Church had no 
Pvt to abſolve "thoſe. who lapſed afrer Bap- 
. - tilm, but were to leave them to the Tribunal 
of God.. This was an Error in Doctrine, in- 
vidious to the Mercy of God, and injurious to 
the Merits of Chriſt, as Cyprian ſhews at large 
in his 55th Epiſtle. Every ee in Doctrine 
Was called Hereſie. Accordingly Novatian is 
branded. for this as an Hereti A* whence the 
Conſeſſours in their return from his Party, 
reer confeſſed .chat in jy 4 
mi Ihe ie 11 
mata, & hæreſis auctores 5 than, * — oy 
Fuilſe.: orb 1 * 7 bo Wop 
5.7 Is e en the Authors of Here- 
| "Yi? ſees. And in the ſame 
3 Epiſile they call Nova- 
1 +. Schiſcaati jeo' & bete- tian an Heretic, and 
tico bodine. DEMI: 3. Schifmatick. 80 Cyprian 
7. r accuſes the ſaid No- 
7 Hacetica. pravitatis, - wvatian, * of heretical Fra- 
Hit, 47-'$S- 1. 5. 100. \, wy; 3 and. calls his Er- 
C0 ti lmrae 308, 4; Schiſmatical and 
195 fat. Epi. Me; eee * . 
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80 -accompa- 
nied with Hereſie; which, as uſual, was cal- 
led after the Name of its Author; and having 
many eminent Perſons to abet it, and a ſpeci- 
ous ſhew of Sanctity and Mortification,, it is 
no wonder that it ſpreads its ſelf into m 
other Churches, beſides that where it was firſt 
hatched ; unto which we may alſo add their 
induſtriaus Endeavaurs to proſelyre Men unto 
their Party, running, U ines FY 
dont, as Cyprian writes, um 12 * mr 
from Houſe to Houſe, aud tim, per qualdam. civi- 
from Town to Town, to tates diſcurrentes, obſti- 
gain Companions in their nationis: ſux, &, erroris 
Dhſftinacy and Error. For ſciſſi ſibi quxrant | co- 
many of them really 8 6 il. 41, 8.2. 
thinking themſelves W 
be in the right, and believing others to be in 


8 


7 ki 


the wrong, conceived; it to be their bounden 
Duty to leave their Biſhop, if he would not 
leave his Hereſie, as they apprehended. it ta 


be. And probably ſevepal Biſhops of the Or- 
thodog, who were the legal Paſtours of their 
reſpective Pariſhes, were through their own 
Ignorance, and thoſe Men's fair Pretences, de- 
luded into the ſame uncharitable Exror with 
them, ; Of denying: the Lapſed any Pardon. 
ut we need not gueſs at this as only pro- 
able, ſince we have an Inſtance of it in Aar- 
tian the lawful Biſhop of Arles, concerning 
whom, Gyprian writes to Stephen Biſhop of 
Rome, that he had receiyed Advice from the 


ops of that Pro- attianus Arctare 


fine, 9 Ther Martian | coufittens Nevatiana fe 


f 


—_— Eccleſiz unita* 
; at uh, à corporis no- 
| Sacerdotii con- 
IEF diſceſſerit, te- 
nens Heretice praſump- 
_ tions duriſſimam pravi- 
tatem, ut ſervis Dei 
3 dolen- 
ibus, & ad Eccleſiam 


* "8/2 Ca- 5 — bad 


ee 


'felf ume Novatian, and 
"bad 


departed "from the 
"Unity of the urch, and 
the Corirord o/ ebe Bi. 
ſhops,” holding that Here. 
tical 22 that the 


- Confolations "of: Divin: 


* & gemitu & | Pity and Fatherly Lenity, 


dolore pulſantibus, di- 


A vine pietatis & lenitatis 


aterna ſolatia & ſubſi- 
ia claudantur, nec ad 


| fovenda vulnera admit- 


tantur vuloerati, ſed fi- 
ne ſpe 
nicationis relicti ad lu- 
porum rapinam & præ- 
_ Diaboli projician- 


1 „ „ 


BET if 141 2 \4 


is & commu- 


frond be ſhut apainſ? the 


enitent and mournin 
— of God, who knoc 
at the Church with Tears, 


Sichs and Groans, ſo tha 
the wound 0 not ad. 
mittel to have the 
Wounds heal td, but be- 
ing left withiue any hope 
of Pexte of Communion, 


are "throw one to the 


Name of " Walves, . ut ef thi Divil. 


So that it was not 
that Was diffuſed" —— 2 other 
fs ow 


his Herefie, 


ountian's Schiſm, but 


Churches; 'his Schiſm reſpected on 
Church, but his Hereſie, Nen mw * Bren 


of the "Uniry 


of the Churck Univerſal, 
ſpected other Churches alſo ; fd thut i 


in vey 


"ity to the forenamed Objectien, we need 


' fiy this, That there Was no 
the Objection ſuppoſes ; that 
| 12 no Biſhops or Followers 
Schilm in other Churches, 


were diſcriminated by 


* Followers of his Here“ 


fuch thing 
is, that there 
of Novatian's 
but that thoſe that 
his Name, were the Bi- 


But 


F . > 0 Dꝛimitide Church 

- Bur however let us ſuppoſe the * Viz. 
That all Schiſmaticks had been Orthodox and 
ſovnd in every Point of Faith, had been exem- 
plary | and pious in the diſcharge of every Du- 
ty, had" been guilty" of no Crime but their 
Saif from their Biſnop and Pariſh, and ye et 


their Schiſm might have influenced otf 


Churches and Puriſhes too, and that I cbink 
theſe rwo ways. SG. 

1. I one or more Churches had adevitted 
to Communion thoſe that were Excommunr- 
cited by their ou Church for Schifmi, that 
Church or Churches made thethſelves: Parts | 


kers of "thoſe Mens Crimes, and involved 


themſelves in the ſame Guile of Diviſion add 

Schiff with them, as Martian, Biſhop of Art 

les, was adjudged by Cyprian as a Schil- 
matick, * Hecamſe he had 

— with e » Cum Novatianiis Pe, 


uit h 
wht bt bl beer bajo b quem ſequi ary 2 4 
Epift. 


Extomr ni dd fie Judicatus fit. 
EINE” chin" 67: erf. 4 


480 or Pariſh to make 12 10 

ves guilty, ſhould act TY 
nally communicate with gry Bw of the 
Salm, himſelf, much Tels in the Church Whe 
he began his Schiſm, but it was endugn it 
they joyned with his Legates or Meſſengers. 
oo of his Followers i in any Church * 
3 and therefore | 

neither an African 


45,841; * 


8 Et cum ad nos in Ale. 
K cam legatos miſiſſet, op 


tans nd ne goltram admitti, * — | 


tentiam auen; le foris eſſe cœpiſſe, nee poſſe 3 7585 oY 
Tm 2 ibi communicati, {Wo Ep.6j. 5. 2. p. ĩg 71 | 
| nod „ 


, —_— 9 88 
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nod, nor Antoniu⸗ an 


Cum Norstfino te 
non communicate. Idem © Afro Wan Biſhop”, 75 would 


2. 5 Lp. 115. commuuicate with the Le- 
5 N . $a Late, of Novatian. Nor | 
pro SIA eejeftum would “ Cornelius joyn in 
à te illic eſſe. pri jan. Communion with Felke il. 
Epi. * * 1. P. 137. ſimus a: Schiſmatick of 
8 Carthage, ben he came 
to Bonns; but as he was excluded from Com- 
munion in his own Church, ſo likewiſe was he 
iz that of Rome. 
2. It was the cuſtom when ary-Bilbop Was 
& Elected, to) ſend. News, of his Promotion to 

other Biſhops,' as Cor- 


2 
a 


| 


3 nt n, _nelig did to Cypri tan, 


rian. iſt. I. Se 1: that ſo he might have 
. "> WER N their Confirmation, and 


4 


tdeir future Letters to 
the Bithop of that Church, to which he was 
ä prop E be directed unto. him, as 
SHA. cl 6 Cyprian did unto. Cor- 

* * Wan! ee . neliug 3 which Cuſtom of 
direximus. Cyprian. E- ſendin Meſſengers to o- 
rt. 42. 5,1. 7 ther Churches, to ac- 

quaint them of their 

Advancement to the Epiſcopal Throne, Was 
alſo obſerved by the Schiſmaticks, and in par- 
tdttticular by Nouatian, Who 

K.- Venerunt ad nos, miſ- 27 3 Maximus 4 Preſ- 
ſi à Novatiano Maxi- Augendus «4 Des- 


7 my. © enz . _ 2 and Lon- 


hrus quidam, & ginus unto C prian, to 
Longinus. Cyprian. E. "inform him of his Pro- 
r 414 8. f. 96. | motion te ehe See of 
2} Rome. 


1 Þ \ 
\ 


Andy: . if. any r or _—_ = 
knowingly approve the Pretenſions of the 


dchiſmatical Biſhop, they broke the Concord 
of the Church, and became guilty of Schiſm, 
as may be gathered from the beginning of an 


Epilile of Cyprian's to eee an African . 


Bimop, wherein he 
writes him, - AT bat "by 
had received his Letter, 


the Concord of the Sa- 
cerdotal Colledge, and ad- 
bered to the  Catholick 
Church, by which he had 


ſynifi Sf 


vatian, but hold an A» 
freement with Biſhop Core 
nelius. And the 


which firmly conſented 20 


nicare, 


that he would. 
not communicate with No- ? 


erefore when 


7 


* Avi 1 tuns, 
concordiam colleg ii Sa- 


cerdotalis firmiter obti- 


nentes & Catholice Ec- 
oleſiæ cohærentes, _ 
bus ſignificaiti cum No- 
vatiano te non commu» 


nelio Coepiſcopo no- 
ſtro unum tenere con- 
ſenſum. + Epift, e 
2 13. 1 


gates came to. 


Oyrian, both from Cornelius and Novatian, 


be duly. weighed who was legally Elected; 
and finding Cornelius ſo. to be, he approved 


bis Election, , Direft- 


ed hi Cong gratulatory Let- 
relaled. 


ters unto. 5 
to communicate with the 


Schiſmatical | Meſſengers 
* Novatian, * and, er- 


orted- them. to \ quit. their. 


Kahle, and te ſubmit to 
their ae fie Bi- 


ede 


i 


; fl, alium on nullo. modo my 10 Ta *. N. 


A 1 77 ad te 
direximus. Eik. 42.5.1. 


1 p 


, * 
15 #4 43.5 © 


1 A Eon 
noſtra ſtatim cohibendos 
eſſe ei, Epiſt. 1 


5. 1. p. 96. 


2 Nec dae 0s deſiſti- 


gu, ut pernicioſa diſ- 
ſenfſione depoſita ag-+ 


noſcant, Epiſcopo ſemel 


80 
* - - 
. 5 om ; A * 


ſed cum Cor- 


+ Tall 5 * * were 2 
* * 


4 The Canditution, iſciplins, &c. 


So that in theſe two reſpects, the Schiſm of 


2 particular Church m 
2 involving 


them in 
p Quarrls and Diſſentions between their 
pective Biſhops, and fo dividing the Dil. 
— N of that Honourable Office; whom 


might influence others al. 
the ſame Crime, crea. 


God had made one; for as Cyprian ſays, 


um fie Y Chriſto una 
Eecleſia per totum mun- 
dum in multa membia 


tus unus Epilcororum 
multorum -concordi nu- 
meroſi tate diffuſus. Z- 


. e e 129. 


8 4. Mat now that 47k may conclude this 


Givila, item Epiſeopa- 


5 As there is but ont 
Church throughout the 
whole V orld, divided i in. 
te many Members „ Jo 
there i but on Bi 

rick- diffuſed through the 


| agrecing Number * Mite 


"8 


Chapter, the Sum of all that hath been ſpo- 
ken concerning Schiſm, is, that Schiſm in its 
large Sente, was a Breach of the Unity of the 
Church Univerſal; but in its uſual and re- 
fitained Seuſo of a Church Particular, who- 
ever without any juſt reaſon, through Facti- 


on, Pride and Envy, 


ſeparated from his Bi- 


ſhap, or his Pariſh Church, he was a true 
Schiſmatiek; and whoſoever was thus a Schil- 
matick, if ve may believe Saint Cyprian, 


4 Alickts 5 YET 
Jam. non poteſt Deum 


patrem, qui Eccleſiam 


non habet matrem; ta- 
les etiam 1 occiſi in 
confeſſione nominis fue- 
rint, macula iſta nec 

ne: abluitur. De 


Ut. Eccleſ. 5. 5. & 12. 
# 297- & 300. 


4 He had no longer God 


for his Father, nor the 


Church for his Mother, 
but was out of the Num- 
ber of the Futhful; and 
though he ſhould die for 
the Faith, yet ſhould. he 
never "” ſaved. . 

1 his 


dk tbe P2imitive Church. 181 
Thus much then ſhall ſerve for that Query, 
concerning the Churches Unity. The next 
and laſt thing that is to be enquired into, is 
the Worſhip of the. Primitive Church ; that 
is, the Form and Method of their Publick Ser- 
vices, of Reading, Singing, Preaching, Pray- 
ing, of Baptiſm, Confirmation, and the Lord's 
Supper 3 of their Faſts and Feaſts ; of their 
Rites and Ceremonies, and ſuch like, which I 
thought to have annexed to this Treatiſe; but 
this being larger than expected, and the Diſ- 
courſe relating to the Primitive Worſhip being 
like to be almoit as large, I have for this 9 | 
ſome other Reaſons, reſerved it for a parti- 
cular Tract by its ſelf z which, if nothing pre- 
vents, may be expos'd hereafter to publick 
View and Obſer vation. 
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